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  4-3-05
“Freedom Isn’t Free!”
1. Intro:
1.1. Prayer: Our freedom in Christ was a costly thing…it cost you your life!

1.2. I had my office window open last night. It opens at the bottom, hinged at the top. I was getting cold so I shut it. I heard something? I had trapped 2 “Daddy Long Legs Mosquitoes” in between my window & the screen. 
1.2.1. I eventually opened the window so they could be free again. Though they had their freedom again, one continued to buzz my window & remain in bondage between the window & the screen, & not taking the way of escape I provided. As he came to a rest upon the screen, I flicked him. He fell(I flicked him too hard) to the window sill. He finally flew away after awhile. 
1.2.2. Admittedly, it wasn’t nearly as dramatic as Freeing Willey! 
1.2.2.1. Yet, they were set free again!

1.2.3. I read a source on what an insect is really attracted to. Warmth? Other bugs? (Read hypothesis on moth; pg.22 “When did Poodles Roam the Earth?”) 

1.2.4. Daddy Long Legs? Moths? Where we going with this? – Isn’t our problem the same when we get our eyes off The Light of the World, & onto “artificial light sources”? - We loose our reference point, we feel trapped, & drawn by the Worlds artificial things!

1.3. (Overview of section) 2 ways to loose your spiritual freedom:
1.3.1. False Teaching – (vs.2-12)
1.3.2. Self Living – (vs.13-15)
1.3.3. The secret of Victory is to give the H.S. full sway w/in us by obeying His promptings. 
1.3.3.1. He will subdue our flesh!
1.3.3.2. He will bring forth in us the fruit of Christ-living!

2. LIBERTY! (1-18)
2.1. FREEDOM COSTS! (1-6)
2.2. (1) Christ made us free – On April 9 we watched as U.S. tanks stormed into Baghdad & we witnessed the toppling of a giant statue of Saddam Hussein. 
2.2.1. Before it fell though, we had a Marine scale to the top & place the U.S. flag on its head. Inside I was proud of our soldiers & their accomplishment in taking Baghdad. But I responded with, “Ut Oh”! Because to the rest of the world watching on I knew it would look like the U.S. & its coalition forces were “conquered Iraq” rather than “Freeing the people of Iraq”! 
2.2.2. Remember it is a conflict not a War! Sure enough he quickly removed the Flag after that. Whether you agree with the Conflict or not…it was about Freeing the Iraqi people not taking over Iraq for America’s gain. 

2.3. Q: Why did Jesus die on the cross? Well, to free us! 
2.3.1. To free us “from” & “to”:
2.3.2. To Free us From – the penalty, power, & mastery of sin. From God’s wrath. The dominion, condemnation, or accusation of Satan & his demons. From the curse of the Law. From having to approach God in terror & dread. The tyranny of others expectations(ie. why is my liberty judged by another man’s conscience? 1 Cor.10:29)
2.3.3. To Free us To – live a new life. To live by the Spirit’s power. To enjoy many spiritual benefits. To obey God & to do His will joyfully. To love & serve others. 
2.3.3.1. We are now Free to not do those things that would put us back in prison. - Free to live the highest, most meaningful & beautiful life!

2.4. Q: How might we as believers be lured again into bondage?
2.4.1. If we start trying to earn God’s favor. 
2.4.2. If we try to add to our salvation via good works. 
2.4.3. If we think that good deeds & a pure life are the only ways to become acceptable to God.
2.4.4. If we encourage others to strap on the yoke of bondage again. (Even if it is a “light weight, velvet lined, gold anodized” yoke!...it’s still a yoke)
2.5. Let’s chart a graph of results of the 2 different roads: 
2.5.1. The Law Road – [1] Christ can’t profit you anything [2] You’re obliged to keep the whole Law [3] You’re alienated from Christ [4] You’re fallen from Grace.
2.5.1.1. This is the road of human efforts!

2.5.2. The Grace Road – [1] Makes us stand in Freedom [2] We wait for the Hope of Righteousness [3] Faith works through Love.
2.5.2.1. This is the road of denying human efforts!
2.5.3. These roads are mutually exclusive!

2.6. (4) Q: Wait, so a believer can fall from saving grace???
2.6.1. No, the issue here isn’t the possible loss of salvation. He is talking here about the route or method of salvation.
2.6.2. It means to move out of the sphere of grace into the sphere of the law. (note the “if” in vs.2)

2.7. (5) The hope of righteousness = the hope of future glory that springs from justification through believing on J.C.

2.8. (6) What fuel do you need for a Flesh-Oriented life? Works.
What fuel do you need for a Christ-Centered life? Faith.

2.9. Circumcision nor uncircumcision – Either is an equally serious error. 
2.9.1. Both accomplish nothing!
2.9.2. There is the legalism of doing & the legalism of not doing!
2.9.3. Q: What do you pride yourself in not doing?

2.10. FREDOM TO LOVE & SERVE! (7-15)
2.11. (7) Who cut in on you?(running/track term)
2.11.1. A sinister interference in the life race!
2.11.2. Q: Who has gotten you on a detour?

2.12. (11) Paul had circumcised Timothy in Acts 16 & thus most likely indicated that Paul must believe in & practiced a works mentality.

2.13. (12) Ouch! Castrate themselves.
2.13.1. The Jerusalem Bible has it, “Tell those who are disturbing you I would like to see the knife slip.”
2.13.2. This wasn’t Paul having an hot-headed spirit, nor a thirst for revenge, but just a radically deep love for the people of God & for the gospel of God!

2.14. (13) Oh, note he calls them “brethren”!
2.15. Q: How do you define freedom? How does God?
2.15.1. We often see freedom as a casting off of all restriction. 
2.15.1.1. (American citizen’s burning their flag? Or, taking advantage of their “freedom of speech” & yet forgetting what won them the right to have it in the 1st place?)

2.15.2. In contrast, God’s Freedom is purposeful, wise, & truly liberating. 
2.15.3. The Christian can live in open handed generosity, rather than in grasping selfishness!
2.15.4. The Christian can live directed by God’s will, instead of drifting in the whims of our desires!
2.15.5. The Christian can live reconciled to God & agents of His reconciliation, rather than living divided & divisive lives!
2.15.6. The Christian can live to care for others, instead of self-centered lives!
2.15.7. The Christian can live in community, & no longer in isolation!
2.15.8. The Christian can live with transformed lives, & not in rigid conformity to the world around us!
2.15.9. The Christian can live in holiness & love, instead of unbridled individualism.


2.15.10. Q: Would you say Christ was free?
2.15.10.1. Yet his freedoms were limited! – He gave up for a time His glorious life in heaven. - He submitted himself to the law. 
2.15.10.2. Freedom is not unrestrained independence that chants, “I’ll do what I want, when I want!”
2.15.10.3. The Christian is free from the law as a rule to be obeyed in order to obtain life, yet when ‘led by the Spirit’ he does all that the law demands.
2.15.10.4. 1 Pet.2:16 “as free, yet not ﻿﻿using liberty as a cloak for ﻿﻿vice, but as bondservants of God.”

2.15.11. Flesh = our fallen human nature.
2.15.12. Opportunity = a military term meaning “a place from which an offensive is launched, a base of operations.” (a vantage ground)

2.15.13. Stott, “Christian freedom is freedom from sin, not freedom to sin!”

2.16. Freedom to serve? – Isn’t the master giving the orders more free than his servant taking the orders? – Not necessarily! 
2.16.1. Many who have the ability to give orders end up being consumed by their own interests. Which isn’t freedom, because they are bound by their own self-interests!
2.16.2. Serving out of love takes us beyond ourselves!

2.16.3. (Stott) “As a Christian I have freedom to approach God w/o fear, not freedom to exploit my neighbor w/o love!”

2.16.4. Christian freedom is not the freedom to disregard the needs of others.

2.16.4.1. Leon Morris, “Any man wrapped up in himself makes a very small parcel!”

2.17. (14) We actually carry out the law when we walk in the Spirit.

2.18. (15) A loveless life is a selfish life, instead of nourishing each other, we chew each other up!
2.18.1. [This almost sounds like a warning for marriages/friendships!]

2.19. FREEDOM TO WALK & LIVE IN THE SPIRIT! (16-18)
2.20. Living free in Christ is centered in the ministry of the H.S.
2.20.1. Only the Holy Spirit alone can oppose & subdue our flesh(16,17).
2.20.2. Only the Holy Spirit alone can deliver us from the harsh domination of the law(18).
2.20.3. Only the Holy Spirit alone can cause the fruit of righteousness to grow I our lives(next week, vs.22,23).

2.20.4. Life in Christ begins & progresses by the Spirit(3:3)
2.20.4.1. Yet, that does not mean we kick into some “Holy Spirit cruise control”.
2.20.4.2. Maturing in Christ requires action on our part! – Walk!

2.21. Walk in the Spirit!(16) – Be led by the Spirit!(18) - live in the Spirit!(25a) - & again Walk in the Spirit!(25b)
2.21.1. Some make the distinction, to live in the Spirit is Salvation, 
& to walk in the Spirit is Sanctification.
2.21.2. To be led by = the Spirit is regarded as a guide, to whom the believer is expected to submit himself.
2.21.3. Oh, & “walk” is in the pres. tense = which suggests a continual habitual action!

2.21.4. “Let your conduct be directed by the Spirit!”

2.21.5. It is to have our daily lives under His control.

2.21.6. The older brother in the story of the Prodigal is a perfect contrast to one walking in the Spirit. 
2.21.6.1. He lived in bondage & had no joy in his walk or service.
2.21.6.2. Remember he explained to his father I’ve always did the “right things”…yet he had hidden regrets in his heart!
2.21.6.3. Q: How many Christians are like him?
2.21.6.4. Q: Have you given up anything “as unto the Lord”, that you really hold in bitterness for having to give it up?
2.21.6.5. Q: Are you doing the “right things”, but with the wrong heart?

2.22. In contrast, our flesh = our fallen selves, whose desires even at best originate from sin & are stained by it!
2.22.1. The body itself is not sinful, appetites are not necessarily sinful, but the tendencies of the old nature are downward! (www)

2.23. (17) This struggle is fierce & unrelenting! 
2.23.1. Then Christians when we struggle it isn’t a sign that we’re not really saved, but probably a good sign we are!!!
2.23.2. It’s evidence we are growing in Christ.
2.23.3. That we’re striving to do the good that our flesh doesn’t want to do.
2.23.4. Otherwise, it wouldn’t bother us that our flesh is struggling for control!
2.23.5. The Christian life then is a free life, but it is not an effortless life! 

2.24. (18) Paul, if Christians are “free from the Law” won’t they live wicked lives? We need the law to control them!
2.24.1. No! Grace not Law is the greatest teacher & “controller” in the world!
2.24.1.1. Life not Law changes behavior!
2.24.2. Titus 2:11,12 “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. ﻿It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, ﻿while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, ﻿who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”
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