6

1 Thessalonians 1






1-11-98
1. INTRODUCTION (1)
1.1. The City – 
1.1.1. Thessalonica Was named for Alex. the Great ‘s ½ sister. – Founded by her husband King Cassander of Macedonia.
1.1.2. In Roman times population was over 200,000 in Thes.
1.1.3. It was the largest city in Macedonia, & the capital of its province. 

1.1.4. It was located at 2 major trade routes. 


1.2. Today – it is called Thessaloniki, & is a bustling center of northern Greece. 1 of the few N.T. cities still flourishing. 

1.2.1. An ancient gate thru which the apostle entered the city is still standing. It spanned the infamous Egnation Way.
1.3. Date - This was written shortly after Paul visited Thes. on his 2nd missionary journey(Acts 17). (ad 51)
1.3.1. Paul preached 3 Sabbaths there, then a big mob scene made them flee by night to Berea.
1.3.2. He writes from Corinth(?). Known as 1 of his earliest letters(ad 51).

1.4. Theme – Last Days, Coming Judgments.
1.5. Purpose – Strengthen the Thes. believers. - Give them assurance of Christ’s Return. 

1.6. Vs.1 – Silvanus = Silas, prob Roman surname. (He took Barnabus place at the famous split.)
1.6.1. The 3 names – Though Paul stands out as the main author, all 3 help in the authorship of this epistle. 


1.6.2. Grace – Paul uses twice as much as all the N.T. authors.

1.6.2.1. This was known as Paul’s “watch word”.
1.6.2.2. Grace - points to God as the Source of the highest good!
1.6.2.3. Peace – refers to man as the recipient of divine favor.

1.7. Double address: 

1.7.1. Geographical – Lived in Thes.

1.7.2. Spiritual – Also found “in God the Father….”.


2. FAITH, LOVE, HOPE! (2-4)
2.1. Here is again Paul’s 3 ingredients to the Christian Life: 
2.1.1. Faith rests on the Past; Love acts in the Present; Hope looks to the Future.
2.2. Work of Faith – 
2.3. (Barclay) We learn a lot about someone on “how” they work. 
2.3.1. Some work in fear of the whip; some for hope of gain; some in sense of duty; & others are inspired by faith!
2.3.2. Faith? - Faith that your work has been given & entrusted to you by God, & that you are specifically working for Him!
2.3.3. Someone said, “The sign of true consecration is when a man can find Glory in drudgery!” 
2.4. Labor of Love – 
2.4.1. The storks are so strong  is their affection for their young, they are not afraid even to die for them. There have been instances of forest fires, in which they flew to and fro, with water in their beaks, to save their nests upon the burning houses. Nay, it once happened at Delft in Holland, that, finding it impossible to preserve their brood, they placed themselves upon the nest, spread over them their wings, and so perished with them in the flames. (That is what is a “labor of love”)

2.4.2. Someone once asked Susanna Wesley which one of her 11 children she loved the most. She wisely replied, "I love the one who's sick until he's well, and the one who's away until he comes home."

2.5. Patience of Hope – 
2.5.1. Always in the Christian context Hope has an air of certainty about it. 

2.5.2. When Alex. the Great was setting out on his campaigns, he divided all his possessions among his friends. Someone said, “but you are keeping nothing for yourself.” “O yes I am, he said, “I have kept my hopes.” 
2.5.3. A man can endure anything so long as he has hope, for then he is walking to the night, but to the Dawn!
2.6. Vs.4 – “Beloved Brethren” – was a phrase the Jews applied to supremely great men like Moses & Solomon, & the nation Israel itself.
2.6.1. Now it is extended to the humblest Gentiles!
2.7. Everything starts with Gods love for us. Rom.5:8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
2.8. Believer God has chosen you…take comfort in those words!
2.8.1. How do I know I’ve been chosen? {Here’s a few things to look at}
2.8.1.1. Are you drawn towards God? Jn.6:44 "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him.”
2.8.1.2. Do you have a desire for God? Ps.42:1,2a “As the deer pants for the water brooks, So pants my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.”
2.8.1.3. Do you have a desire for His Word? 1 Pet.2:2 “as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word,”
2.8.1.4. Do you long to be different? (vs.9) 

3. THE GOSPEL, HOW THEY GOT IT! (5)
3.1. Here is the “4-wheel drive Gospel Vehicle”. {Ray Stedman}
3.1.1. Gospel - Euangelion (which we call gospel) signifies good, merry, glad, and joyful tidings, that makes a mans heart glad, and makes him sing, dance, and leap for joy. (William Tyndale)
3.2. In Word – The scriptures were preached/truth was declared/Acts 17:1-10
3.2.1. “The gospel is neither a discussion nor a debate. It is an announcement.” 

3.3. In Power – Real, compelling, gripping, & changing power.
3.3.1. They changed, they were different (9).
3.3.1.1. “The glory of the gospel is that when the church is absolutely different from the world, she invariably attracts it.” (D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones)

3.3.2. Compelling – because it is not mere legend or myth.
3.4. In the Holy Spirit – Behind the power…was God Himself!
3.4.1. The H.S. touches the human spirit. He ministers to our deepest needs. He fills us. He ministers to our minds & our hearts from within.
3.5. In Assurance – “full assurance, conviction, confidence” (lightfoot)
3.5.1. It moved the wills of the Thessalonians. – They acted. – They did something about it. – They yielded their lives to God.
3.5.2. “The gospel is not made to dominate the world. It's the grain of sand that upsets the world's machinery. - One can't inhale its fragrance and be content to leave everything the way it is.” (Jean Sullivan)

4. THE GOSPEL, WHAT THEY DID WITH IT! (6-8)
4.1. Vs.6-8 – You became Followers(6)…you became Examples(7)…you became Missionaries(8).
4.2. Vs.8 – Their faith was sounding out like a Trumpet!
4.2.1. “Sounded forth” - Can also mean crashing out like a “roll of thunder”.

4.2.2. At a time where it was safer to be quiet to avoid danger & persecution, the Christians blazoned forth their faith. 

4.2.3. Macedonia & Achaia = the whole of Greece at that time.
4.2.4. Q: What instrument depicts your faith? A Trumpet? A kazoo? A clanging cymbal?
4.3. So, how did they do this?
4.3.1. Not w/great crusades, campaigns, nor city wide meetings. Nope, they shared w/their neighbors & friends what God had done in their life.
4.3.2. Oh, share what God has done in your life (Don’t cheapen it w/what toys you have received/ie. material prosperity!) {Bulgarian believers}
4.3.3. They also had simple “home bible studies”(as we’d call them) w/no fan fare. 
4.3.3.1. That’s how the good news spread! – Like Lucky’s….“Tell a Friend!”
4.3.3.2. Today a church cannot even start w/o a whole recruited ministry team. Multicolored flyers; paid advertisement; a professional ball player to give a testimony; & a famous Recording artist on that 1st Sunday! {in & out}
4.3.4. Listen to how the city fathers described Paul & his buddies (Acts 17:6 “"These who have turned the world upside down”)
4.3.4.1. (Corrie Ten Boom) If I straighten the pictures on the walls of your home, I am committing no sin, am I? But suppose that your house were afire, and I still went calmly about straightening pictures, what would you say? Would you think me merely stupid or very wicked? The world today is on fire. What are you doing to extinguish the fire?

4.3.4.2. One of the saddest statistics of our day is that 95% of all church members have never led anyone to Christ. (Dr. D. James Kennedy)

4.4. A skeptic promised British preacher Alexander Maclaren that he would attend his church for four Sundays on which Maclaren would be presenting the main tenets of Christianity. The skeptic listened intently to Maclaren's sermons. After the fourth message he presented himself for church membership, saying he had received Christ as his Savior. 
Maclaren was delighted and could not resist the impulse to ask which of the four sermons brought him to this decision. The skeptic replied, "Your sermons, sir, were helpful, but they were not what finally persuaded me." He said that after church one Sunday as he was helping an elderly lady on a slippery walk, she looked up into his face and said, "I wonder if you know my Savior, Jesus Christ. He is everything in the world to me. I would like you to know Him too." The skeptic said, "That remark sent me home, where on my knees I found Christ for myself."

5. 2 Words that Characterize the Christian Life! (9,10)
5.1. SERVE! & WAIT! 
5.1.1. They served God & waited on Christ!
5.1.2. Christian, serve in the world, & wait for Glory!
5.1.3. Loyal service & patient waiting are the necessary preparations to the glory of heaven. (Barclay)
5.2. Vs.9 - Note: “They turned to God from Idols.” They didn’t leave Idols to find God! They found God, then forsook their idols.
5.2.1. Turn from any cheap thing you’ve been trying to satisfy yourselves with. (TV, $, etc.)

5.2.2. When Mahmud of Ghazni invaded India, his conquering forces entered a celebrated temple to destroy it. He was entreated by the priest to spare a certain idol but refused. Instead, he rained repeated blows upon it. Suddenly the image burst open, and a stream of precious stones cascaded from its hollow interior. - 
So, too, for each idol the Christian destroys in his life, he gains more than he loses! - Every one that is demolished brings him new treasures of grace and removes another hindrance to a productive life of prayer!

5.3. “Living God” – Not merely one who is alive, but one who gives life, both the life of creation & now the life of redemption.
5.4. “True God” – Genuine, true, real. (as opposed to false/idols)
5.5. vs.10 – Every chapter in 1 Thes. ends with a reference to the return of Christ.  {2:19; 3:13; 4:17; 5:23}
5.5.1. It is also applied to daily living. {2:20 Glory & Joy; 3:13 Holiness; 4:18 Comfort; 5:23 Sanctify}
5.5.2. Looking for His return is:
5.5.3. Evidence for Salvation(1:9,10)
A motivation for Soul winning(2:17-20)
An encouragement for Holy living(3:11-13)
A Comfort in sorrow (4:18)
A stimulus to be Blameless(5:23,24)
5.6. It is interesting in the early church we don’t notice them looking back to the birth of Christ(Christmas/though it is spoken of) But their focus is always to the 2nd advent.
5.6.1. They held to the declaration in Acts 1:11 “This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven."
5.6.2. Christ will soon be crashing back into our time domain!
5.6.3. Christians do not be discouraged, defeated, or despairing. If you fall to any of these moods is it possible you have forgotten this great truth “I will come again & receive you to myself!” 
5.6.4. Read – Rev.22:16-21


* Pray for Nate & Aide Matfeld/ off to Tepec Mexico/20th.
� Paul Rees





