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“Modeling Ministry”

1. Intro:
1.1. One thing I’ve learned in ministry….you have to love people!
1.1.1. I believe it is something that can’t be counterfeited for very long!
1.2. Of course in ministry the Lord brings “all kinds” of people your way!
1.2.1. You know that very well if you’ve ever hosted a home study, lead a small group, or have come to church more than once!!!
1.3. In chapter 2 we find a great “Model for Ministry”.
1.4. You might say, “but I’m not in ministry!”
1.4.1. If you are a Christian…Yes your suppose to be!
1.4.2. We are not looking for more members here in our church, we are looking for more ministers! (servants)
1.4.3. “You don’t judge an army’s strength by how many people sit in the mess hall. You judge an army on the basis of how many people are trained & active on the front line.” (Rick Warren)

1.5. Let’s 1st look at 3 signs of a faithful Minister(vs.1-12)!
[1] Courage [2] Tenderness [3] Integrity.

2. COURAGE! (1-6)
2.1. Vs.1 – “our coming not in vain” – Major understatement! 
2.1.1. They’re preaching had immediate & impressive consequences, & a permanent change took place in the lives of the believers.
2.1.2. Paul came w/a definite Aim & he hit what he aimed for!
2.2. Vs.2 – “suffered, spitefully treated” – An understatement! 
2.2.1. See Acts 16:16-24
2.2.2. Spitefully treated – Stripped naked…in public!

2.2.3. Suffered – beaten w/rods, placed in wood stocks. 
2.2.3.1. “A Roman instrument of torture w/more than 2 holes for the legs so they could be forced widely apart unto a possition which soon became intolerably painful.” (Kirsopp lake, Henry Cadbury) (LKGNT)

2.3. Paul was a man of tremendous courage!
2.3.1. Q: Was this natural to Paul?…NO!
2.3.1.1. 1 Cor. 2:3 “I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in much trembling.”
2.3.1.2. 2 Cor.7:5 “For indeed, when we came to Macedonia, our bodies had no rest, but we were troubled on every side. Outside were conflicts, inside were fears.”
2.3.1.3. “Courage is fear that has said its prayers.” (Dorothy Bernard)
2.4. Q: What produced this courage of Paul’s?
2.4.1. Paul gloried in the fact he was entrusted w/Gods Gospel. – He was compelled by a desire to please God.
2.5. Q: Do you need courage?
2.5.1. Don’t try to drum it up within you!
2.5.2. Think of God’s love for you; think of your love towards Him; meditate on the honor of walking w/Him; speaking of Him to others; being entrusted w/this precious life saving news; soon you’ll find yourself driven/compelled with courage.

2.5.3. Mark Twain said, “Courage is resistance to fear, mastery of fear, not absence of fear. 

2.5.4. Martin Luther stood frightened before his adversaries of Rome but  courageously said…. (read Luther book)

2.5.5. “And having thus chosen our course, let us renew our trust in God and go forward without fear and with manly hearts.” [Abraham Lincoln]
2.6. vs.3 – The Gospel didn’t have it’s source in Error (the facts are true); The Gospel is not Unclean (Christianity didn’t require licentious rites to promote it as the cults did); The Gospel wasn’t Deceitful (deceit = to bait, crafty design or catching)
2.7. vs.6 – “It is better to be approved by God & suffer, than to be applauded by men & prosper.”

3. TENDERNESS! (7-9)
3.1. Young believers need spiritual parents to lovingly nurture them in the Lord.
3.1.1. Paul’s ministry was a ministry of Courage & a ministry Motivated by Love! {Q: Who said Paul was stern & cold?}
3.2. Wow! Listen to the words. Here is such a deep, gentle, tender Love!
3.2.1. Yes, love has to be Tough sometimes, but it must 1st be learned to be Tender.
3.2.2. Q: Which part of love are you best at? Tough Love or Tender Love?
3.3. Paul had the same love for the Thessalonians as a new nursing mother delights to care for her newborn!
3.4. “cherish” – Deut.22:6 - “it is used for a bird warming her eggs.”
3.5. Vs.9 – “Hard work” – Every Jewish boy had to learn a trade – Paul’s was Tentmaking. Paul was careful not to take funds from new converts.


4. INTEGRITY! (10-12)
4.1. In this one word “Integrity” sums up how Paul walked among them.
4.2. Integrity is in short supply in Christian circles today!
4.2.1. In the Electronic Church – We have those whose lives are a mess…seeking to help others???
4.2.2. Again this week we read in our local paper of another youth pastor fall in a local church for sexual misconduct with a minor.
4.2.2.1. Lord, protect our youth workers (all of us)
4.3. Vs.10 - Devoutly – Describes one’s duty toward God.
4.4. Justly – Describes one’s duty toward man. (righteous in public behavior)
4.5. Blamelessly – Signifies that no charge could be maintained, whatever charges might be made. 
4.5.1. Sinless? No! - He is honest, he is aware of his sin, judges it, deals w/it, he doesn’t cover it!    {Be a honest “what ya see is what you get Christian!”}
4.6. Oh, how important it is to be good examples before young believers!

4.7. Vs.11 – Now Paul relates to them as a Father (a lil sterner now)
4.8. Exhortation – To exhort to a particular line of conduct!
4.9. Comfort – To encourage to continue in a course. (you’re doing better, I see your progress, I can see changes, keep on!)
4.10. Charge – To solemnly charge, urge.
4.10.1. How many people stop because so few say, "Go!"
4.11. Vs.12 – walk worthy – Q: Does your example as a Christian make it easier for others to grow?

5. WORD OF GOD, WORD OF TRUTH! (13-16)
5.1. Vs.13 - They had an appetite for the word of God(received & welcomed), & put it to work immediately(effectively working in you).
5.2. 1st God delivers His word through ordinary men in terms we can understand(via the H.S.) 
5.2.1. Only 3 times in the gospels God speaks directly from heaven: [1] baptism [2] at mnt. Of Trans. [3] during Jesus’ last week, when He said he was about to die.  {This was rare}
5.3. The word came to Jer. like a burning in his bones; to Elijah as a still small voice; to Daniel in visions & dreams; to Moses face to face like a man speaks w/his friend (ie. so clear it was as though God spoke directly to him)
5.4. 2 Pet. 1:20,21 “knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation(origin), for prophecy never came(came into being) by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved(nautical term, to be bore along) by the Holy Spirit.
5.5. 2nd the word of God changed people & makes them different!
5.5.1. To merely memorize or mentally accept it doesn’t change anyone. 
5.5.2. 2 Tim.3:16,17 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine (what is rt.), for reproof (what is not rt.), for correction (how to get rt.), for instruction in righteousness (how to stay rt.), that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

5.6. Vs.14-16 – Every generation, every century has seen this happen. 
5.6.1. They have been tortured & killed in so many ways: human torches, burnt alive, bound in animal skins & left to shrink in the hot sun, thrown to the lions, isolated on islands, placed in a log & sawn in ½. 
5.6.2. Yet, no man has ever rendered a message inoperative by slaying the messenger who brought it!
5.6.2.1. Read Barclay pg. 191
5.7. 3 reasons the Gospel arouses violent opposition!
5.7.1. [1] (they say)It is too Narrow-minded! – Yet, the telephone company insists you push the buttons in the rt. sequence. You do not have the liberty to arrange them as you please. You must get them exactly right.
5.7.1.1. There is only 1 way to be reconciled to God!
5.7.2. [2] It brings Sin to the surface! – Here’s where human pride immediately draws its sword! We try to cover our evil ( 
5.7.2.1. We run like Adam & Eve trying to cover our same. We are stubborn people.
5.7.3. [3] It forgives blatant sinners! – Those that richly deserve hell & death.
5.7.3.1. The Pharisees were very offended when Jesus received prostitutes, adulterers, sinners!” 

5.8. Vs.16b – Before long Jerusalem would be destroyed.
5.9. The Jews tried to keep God’s love exclusive! 
5.9.1. They sang like the poem, “We are God’s chosen few; All others will be damned. There is no room in heaven for you; We can’t have heaven crammed.”
5.10. “If a man really loves God, that love must run over into love for his fellow man.”

6. HOPES, JOYS, & CROWNS! (17-20)
6.1. Vs.18 – We’ve already seen opposition from the State(2); from Society(14); & here from Satan(18).
6.2. Remember 3 things:
6.3. [1] Opposition is permitted by God! – (Job)
6.4. [2] Opposition is His method of training – To overcome trouble, to rise above it.
6.5. “Hindered” – (lkgnt) “to cut in” {orig. used – of breaking up a road to make it impassible; later used – in a military sense of making a break thru the enemy’s line; also used – in the athletic sense of cutting in on someone during a race.}

6.5.1. It is Satan’ s job to throw obstacles in our way…it is Our job to hurdle them!
6.5.2. Since – the 1st moment when goodness came into conflict w/evil, it has never stopped, Satan hinders us!
6.5.3. How – You start to pray/the phone rings; start to share with someone/ interruptions; you start serving the Lord/the family or marriage gets major attacked; Everywhere Satan hinders us.
6.5.4. When – From when we’re 1st saved & he still continues seeking to hinder our completeness of our personal character! 

6.5.5. Remember – We are on the Lord’s side; we’re doing the Lord’s work; & In God’s strength we shall win the victory & triumph over our adversary.
6.5.5.1. Rom.16:20 “And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly.”

