4

1 Thessalonians 3
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1. Intro: 

1.1. Pray – P.I.; for our President.
1.2. "Does a plastic heart have love in it?"  This question was sent by seven-year-old Linda Griggs of Pittsburgh to the famed heart surgeon Dr. Michael DeBakey of Houston, Texas.  Dr. DeBakey replied: "Yes, a plastic heart has love in it, a great deal of love. "The love in a plastic heart comes from many people who love other people, and don't want them to die. "So these people work all day and often all night to build a heart that will make people live longer. "If you think of how much love there would be in hundreds of hearts, then that is how much love there is in a plastic heart."

1.2.1. I think Paul had the love of 100 hearts for those with whom he ministered to!
1.3. The Problem: You have some friends over seas, you want to minister to them but you can’t get over there…what do you do? 

1.4. The Solution: [1] You can send someone you trust in your place. [2] You can write to them. [3] You can pray for them!
1.5. 
So, that’s what Paul does!
1.6. It Is also interesting that Paul’s greatest concern for them isn’t their comfort & safety, but their Faith(2,5-7,10); their Love(12); & their Holiness(13).


2. BE CONCERNED! (1-5)

2.1. vs.1 – “Therefore” – links to the end of last ch.

2.1.1. Paul had to leave his new converts; he had been hindered from returning; so he sends Timothy back to see how they are faring(This was done despite the fact he’d be alone in Athens.). 

2.1.2. “he could no longer endure it”(1,5) – Paul cries “Uncle!”. He wanted to find out…”WHAT’S GOING ON!”

2.1.2.1. Q: Do you have this type of Love to those to whom you minister to? 

2.1.3. “Alone” – Sometimes God calls us to “Go it Alone!” (Etropole, Bulgaria; it was scary, fearful, lonely/no back up…yet mucho blessings!)

2.2. vs.2 – Sending Timothy: He wasn’t sent to Thessalonica to survey the church but to Support them.

2.2.1. Timothy the right man for the job! {a brother; a minister of God; & fellow laborer

2.2.2. Q: Do you seek to criticize & condemn the faults & mistakes of others, or to save then from these faults & mistakes?

2.2.3. * Our attitude toward the sinner & the struggler must never be that of condemnation but always of help.

2.2.4. 2 Reasons for Timothy going: 

2.2.5. [1] To Establish them(strengthen, root = support)

2.2.6. [2] To Encourage them (comfort, help)

2.3. vs.3,4 – “Shaken” – means, a dog wagging its tail to allure(tease), to flatter, to draw aside from the right path(female coyotes!)

2.3.1. He warns them not to be led astray by sufferings. (The Judiazers were trying to gain them back by pointing out their sufferings.)

2.3.2. “appointed” – sufferings are by appointment only!

2.3.3. Sufferings for a Christians is the normal lot for us! {Am I suffering because I’m a bad Christian? No, “it could be your suffering’s are a sign of effective Christian Living!”}(L.A.B.)
2.3.3.1. “If God sends us on stony paths, he provides strong shoes.” Corrie Ten Boom

2.3.3.2.  “You know it’s going to be a bad day when your horn goes off accidentally and remains stuck as you follow a group of Hell's Angels on the freeway.”


2.4. vs.5 – The Tempter – When Satan sought to run Peter through the sifter, What Did Jesus Do(WDJD)? – Lk.22:31,32.

2.4.1. Jesus prayed for Peter…but for what? He didn’t pray to stop it! But that his faith would stand!

2.4.2. This was uttered the night before Peter’s betrayal! 

2.4.3. Jesus doesn’t give us a promise of “no suffering”, He but He guarantees us power to go through them & to grow through them, if we’ll ask!


3. BE ENCOURAGED! (6-10)

3.1. vs.6-8– Timothy has now returned & brought back such a great report that Paul is filled w/Joy!

3.1.1. What a relief for Paul his work wasn’t in vain. It stood solid & secure.

3.1.2. Their Faith…intact; their love…evident;…their trust in God was sure

3.2. vs.9 – Paul is filled with Thankfulness & Joy!

3.2.1. Story - Kaufmann Kohler states in the Jewish Encyclopedia that no language has as many words for joy and rejoicing as does Hebrew. In the Old Testament thirteen Hebrew roots, found in twenty-seven different words, are used primarily for some aspect of joy or joyful participation in religious worship. Hebrew religious ritual demonstrates God as the source of joy. In contrast to the rituals of other faiths of the East, Israelite worship was essentially a joyous proclamation and celebration. The good Israelite regarded the act of thanking God as the supreme joy of his life.  Pure joy is joy in God as both its source and object.  The psalmist says, "Thou dost show me the path of life; in thy presence there is fullness of joy, in thy right hand are pleasures forevermore". (Psalm 16:11)


3.2.2. John felt the same way (3 Jn.1:4)

3.2.3. I can think of many a times counseling people, their situation looking so bleak: losing their wife, kids, house, job,…etc, yet to see them draw close to the Lord is awesome. So, in the midst of their anguish your heart aches with them, & yet rejoices with them for the improvement in thei rrelationship w/God.


4. BE PRAYING! (11-13)

4.1. vs.11-13 – (Barclay) “Paul carried his people on his heart to Gods Mercy Seat.”

4.1.1. “We’ll never know from how much sin we have been saved & how much temptation we’ve conquered all because someone prayed for us.”

4.1.2.  Story – “A young lady would take the newspaper w/her when she’d go to bed at night. She said she read the notices of the births & I pray for the little babies; & I read the notices of marriage & I pray that those who have been married may be happy; & I read the announcements of death & I pray that the sorrowing may be confronted.” 


4.1.3. “When we can serve people no other way, there is one thing we can still do…we can pray for them.” (Barclay)

4.1.3.1. John Buchan once described an Atheist as, “a man who has no invisible means of support!

4.1.4. Paul prays to: 
[1] See their face(10) 
[2] Minister to them further(10) 
[3] Overcome Satan’s hindrances(11) 
[4] For their love to increase(12)
[5] That their hearts would be Holy till the coming of Jesus! 


4.2. Love(12) - Napoleon thought he could be great because he founded a kingdom on force.  Perhaps it's worth listening to his words of warning at the end of his life.  Napoleon said, "Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne, and myself founded empires.  But on what did we rest the creations of our genius?  Upon force.  Jesus Christ alone founded his empire upon love. And at this hour millions of men would die for him."

4.2.1. Love is the key!


4.3. Note: in vs.11-13 For Paul everything was GOD!

4.3.1. Quote: Breakroom quote.

4.4. “Holiness” – Nothing complicated just obedience! We’ve organized ourselves to death. We’ve arranged, catalogued, charted, & classified everything now. Vance Havner said, “We’ve learned to worship the letter & forgetting the Spirit.”
4.5. 
“God doesn’t want any more blueprints, He wants a working Temple! 
No more landscape plans He wants fruit out of his orchard!”

� Ray Stedman





