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1 Thessalonians 4:1-12




  2-8-98
1. Intro:
1.1. Life is full of questions Q: How do I please God? What is God’s will for my life? In a dating relationship, how far is too far? If Jesus is coming back soon, isn’t it more important to evangelize, then to work 40 hours a week? And, Chapter 4 is full of Answers! 
1.1.1. Here we have the Practicals as is Paul’s style, 1st the Precepts then the Practice!
1.1.2. “Our lives must be the sermons to win men for Christ!” (Barclay)
1.2. Read all 12 verses.
1.3. Outline: Pleasing God; The Will of God; Taught by God; & Work, while you wait for God!

2. PLEASING GOD! (1,2)
2.1. Vs.1 - “More & more”(1,10) – Q: Are you trying to just get by as a Christian, or are you trying to abound more & more?
2.1.1. More & More should be the desire of every Christian.
2.1.2. Prov.30:15,16 says, “There are three things that are never satisfied, Four never say, "Enough!":The grave, The barren womb, The earth that is not satisfied with water; And the fire never says, "Enough!"
2.1.2.1. Wanting to be more & more like Christ should also be the 5th thing that is never satisfied!
2.1.3. “Life is marked by growth or Decay!”
2.2. “Pleasing God” is not a matter choice for the Christian, it is a necessity which grows out of a relationship to Christ.”  {Charles Ryrie}
2.3. What do we know about Pleasing God?
2.3.1. We know: We cannot please God walking in the Flesh!
2.3.1.1. Rom. 8:8  “So then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.”}
2.3.2. We know: We cannot please God & be wrapped up in the affairs of this life!
2.3.2.1. 2 Tim. 2:4 “No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.”
2.3.3. We know: it takes faith to please Him!
2.3.3.1. Heb.11:6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him,”
2.4. Pleasing God is never final in this life, we must be continually abounding in it.
2.5. Vs.2 – “Commandments” – (lit.) charges. Denotes a word of command, “instruction which is given by a superior to a subordinate.” 

3. THE WILL OF GOD! (3-8)
3.1. Vs.3 - Alan Redpath wrote, “The will of God concerning service is individual, but the will of God concerning character is universal!” 
3.1.1. God’s will for our life is that we would be conformed into the image of Christ!
3.1.2. “Day by day if we are not becoming more like the Lord, & less like ourselves, there is something tragically wrong w/our Christian experience.” {Alan Redpath}

3.2. David centered his whole prayer in Ps.25 on knowing Gods will: “Show me Your ways, O LORD(open my eyes); Teach me Your paths(direct my mind). Lead me in Your truth(guide my steps)…”(vs.4,5)

3.3. F.B.Meyer was once out at sea on a ship for a voyage. Coming to port one night he was standing on the bridge w/the captain. It was a very stormy night, & as he looked at the entrance of the harbor, it seemed very narrow. He turned to the captain on the bridge beside him & said, “Captain, how do you know when to turn this ship into that harbor?” The captain looked at him & replied, “that’s an art. Do you see those 3 red lights on the shore? When they’re all in a straight line I go right in!” 

3.3.1. God has given us 3 red lights for guidance:
3.3.1.1. [1] His Bible [2] The inward witness of His Spirit in our hearts. 
[3] Outward Circumstances.
3.3.1.1.1. When the Word of God, & the Spirit of God, & outward circumstances are in a line, go rt. ahead; but until they are, stand still!
3.4. Mark 3:25 "For whoever does the will of God is My brother and My sister and mother."

3.5. Rom.12:2 “do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.”

3.6. Eph.6:6 “doing the will of God from the heart,”
3.7. 1 Thes.5:18 “in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”
3.8. 1 Pet.2:15 “For this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men;”
3.9. 1 Jn.2:17 “he who does the will of God abides forever.”

3.10. SO, what’s God’s will for my life? YOUR Sanctification!
3.11. YOUR SANCTIFICATION!
3.12. Our sanctification involves “separation” from evil things (in particular here, sexual immorality!}
3.12.1. Ryrie said, “Your sanctification is not just the ultimate aim, or gradual attainment of the Christian life, but should be the Ruling Condition & Atmosphere in which we live!”  
3.13. ABSTINENCE! 
3.14. Background: Chastity was an unknown virtue of the day!
3.14.1. Jews – From Strict to Lax Rabbis.
3.14.2. Romans – 1st 520 years of the republic…no divorce! Then in Rome Morality Died! Seneca said of marriages, “Women were married to be divorced & divorced to be married!” 
3.14.3. Greeks – Demosthenes said, “We keep prostitutes for pleasure; We keep mistresses for the day to day needs of the body; & we keep wives for the begetting of children & for the faithful guardianship of our homes.”

3.14.4. So long as a man supported his wife & family there was no shame whatsoever in extra-marital relationships. {The same goes for the apes at The San Diego Zoo!}

3.15. Eternity Magazine, Hugh Hefner, Playboy Editor said, “Sex is a function of the body. A drive which man shares with animals. Like eating, drinking and sleeping. It's a physical demand that must be satisfied. If you don't satisfy it you will have all sorts of neurosis and repression psychosis. Sex is here to stay. Let's forget the prudery that makes us hide from it. Throw away those inhibitions, find a girl who's like minded and let yourself go.”

3.16. Christianity lays down a new code to the relationship of man & women…PURITY!

3.17. True story: With well-chosen, direct words, the minister delivered his sermon on premarital sex. Sex was good, he said, but it should be reserved until after the marriage ceremony. The congregation was unusually quiet. As the minister neared the end of his sermon, my husband, the director for church music at the time, spotted several people trying desperately to suppress their laughter. He was even more shocked to discover that I was among them. It was then he realized that the hymn he had chosen to follow the sermon was "O Why Not Tonight?"

3.18. I heard last week on the news a High School girl being interviewed regarding immorality issues in the White House, she said “what Pres. Clinton does in his private affairs is his own business, it doesn’t change what I think of him as a politician.”

3.18.1. As Bob Vernon shared when he was here, “If someone isn’t faithful to the closest relationship he has, how will he be faithful to any other relationship after that?” 
3.19. Samson is a good example for us of, as Chuck Swindoll put it, “A he-man w/a she-weakness!”
3.19.1.  Born of godly parents; set apart to be a Nazarite; elevated to position of Judge in Israel; Yet, he never conquered his tendency toward lust!
3.19.1.1. On the contrary, it conquered him!

3.19.2. His 1st words “I have seen a woman…”(14:2); 
3.19.3. He was attracted strictly on the basis of outward appearance “get her for me for she looks mighty fine”(paraphrase)(14:3)

3.19.4. Solomon wrote what would have been a good tombstone for Samson in Prov.5:22,23 “His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And he is caught in the cords of his sin. He shall die for lack of instruction, And in the greatness of his folly he shall go astray.”

3.20. I believe regarding sexual temptations, we need to be like those living on our coast during the rain season.  It is time to bolt the doors, batten down the hatches, reinforce the windows, sand bag, & still…be ready to flee if the storm gets too threatening! 
3.21. 1 Cor.6:18 “Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.”

3.22. Vs.4 – “Vessel” – Body, or wife(weaker vessel in 1 Pet.3:7)?
3.22.1. Self control a fruit of the Spirit!
3.22.2. Your body belongs to God: Jesus bought you! The Spirit indwells you! & the Father has called us to Holy Living!
3.23. Vs.6 – “Brother”…or “sister” see 1 Tim5:1,2.
3.23.1. Single ladies, I recommend Kelly’s wisdom she used when we were dating…she said NO!
3.23.2. When did “thou shall not” become “maybe”?
3.23.3. Fornication is like a bee sting – “you leave behind in each encounter something of yourself by which you are made to suffer.”

3.24. vs.8 – This section is now “Sealed with a Kiss!” It says if you walk out of here this morning & don’t take heed to your sanctification, holiness, & sexual purity, you’re not rejecting Brian but God Himself!

4. TAUGHT BY GOD! (9,10)
4.1. “Taught by God” – [1] Father (1 Jn.4:19 “We love Him because He first loved us.” ) [2] Son (Jn.13:34 “"A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”) [3] Spirit (Rom.5:5 “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.”)
4.2. Love Is 1 mark of the true believers (1 Jn.3:14 “We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love the brethren.”)

5. WORK, WHILE YOU WAIT FOR GOD! (11,12)
5.1. Because they expected the Lord to return any day, some believers quit their jobs & became idlers & meddlers. 
5.1.1. Q: What type of testimony would this be to the lost?

5.2. KEEP CALM! (11a)
5.3. Be quiet, the opposite of restlessness! Tranquility of mind.
5.3.1. Interesting paradox: “Restlessly strive to be quiet” heightens the contrasts between the ideals of the world & the laws of Christ.

5.4. MIND YOUR OWN BUSINESS! (11b)
5.5. Do your own affairs. Don’t be a Christian sponge, a Free loader, a parasite, or a leach. Don’t be a barnacle!
5.6. Christians are to help others! {for some it is not their fault because of circumstances}
5.7. GO TO WORK! (11c)
5.8. Work w/your own hands! Not nec. manuel labor, but working as opposed to idling!
5.9. God has not spoken of any place for idlers among his children.
5.9.1. To each one is appointed work: Mark 13:33,34 “Take heed, watch and pray; for you do not know when the time is. "It is like a man going to a far country, who left his house and gave authority to his servants, and to each his work, and commanded the doorkeeper to watch.”

5.10. Even those who will be saved right before the Rapture takes place God expects to be busy about his business! 
5.10.1. In the parable of the Laborers in Mt.20 the Landowner goes to hire laborers at 6am, noon, 3pm, & 5pm & even in the 11th hour he hired them to work even though there was only a short time left!

5.11. Be faithful to your Job to your “Monday morning Pulpits!”
5.11.1. Story: At a bible conf. 1 speaker said “regardless of employment your job is sacred”! A man afterward asked the man next to him, “What’s your job?” He answered “I am an ordained plumber!”  [amen]

5.12. OUR WITNESS! (12)
5.13. If we do the 3 above, unbelievers will see the difference between: [1] Order & confusion [2] idleness & Diligence [3] Sponging & Independence!
5.14. Again, “Our lives must be the sermons to win men for Christ!” (Barclay)
