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1 Thessalonians 






2-15-98
1. Intro:
1.1. Last Week – The Thessalonians believed that since the Lord’s return was imminent(occur at any time)…why work?(4:11,12)
1.2. Still dealing w/the Lords return they wonder, “now that a few of our friends died, do they miss out on the “Coming of the Lord?” What happens to them?
1.3. Interesting so many get “stressed out” with this portion of scripture when its reason was for “comfort!”
1.3.1. Read all!

2. THE SLEEPING BELIEVERS? (13)
2.1. Paul uses this formula “I do not want you to be ignorant” 5 other times. It means he wishes to introduce a new point.
2.2. Our Subject “Sleeping believers”! {Paul doesn’t want them to be ignorant/sorrowful, nor hopeless!}
2.3. “Sleep” = only used of the believers death. 
2.3.1. It means that to a believer, death is nothing more than sleep, a quiet resting, the idea of awaking again. When someone sleeps you have contact with them again. 
2.3.2. As sleep has its waking, so death has its resurrection!
2.4. Jesus said to Jarius’ daughter “The child is not dead, but sleeping.(Mrk 5:39)". 
2.5. He said of Lazarus “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up." Then His disciples said, "Lord, if he sleeps he will get well." However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep. Then Jesus said to them plainly, "Lazarus is dead.”(Jn.11:11-14) 
2.6. ‘Don’t sorrow!” – Doesn’t mean we are not allowed to grieve over loss. 
2.6.1. Paul would have grieved over Epaphraditus in Phil. 2:27 if he died.
2.6.2. Here is the “Heathens Hopelessness” in the face of death! 
2.6.2.1. Listen to this letter from the 2nd cent. “Irene to Taonnohris & Philon, good cheer! I was as much grieved & shed as many tears over Eumoires as I shed for Didymas, & I did everyhting that was fitting, & so did my whole family,…but still there is nothing one can do in the face of such trouble. So I leave you to comfort yoursleves. Goodbye.”

2.6.2.2. Grim Epitaphs were found on heathen tombstones “I was not, I became,   I am not, I care not!” (1st ½ is rt., now he wishes the 2nd ½  were true!)
2.6.3. We need not sorrow for we have “Hope!” What Hope? (14)


3. THE SLEEPING BELIEVERS W/CHRIST! (14)
3.1. Our Res. is based on His Res.!
3.2. 1st note the sleeping believers “are with Him!”
3.2.1. So, how are they with Him here & not with Him in vs.16.
3.2.1.1. Soul & spirit are with him…going back for body!
3.2.1.2. Why? 2 Cor.5:1-4 “For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life.”

3.2.2. Man a 3 part being – 1 Thes.5:23 {trichotomy, or dichotomy debate?} 
3.3. This gives us the timing(at Jesus return), & what He will do w/the sleeping Bel’s(bring em w/Him).

4. THE SLEEPING BELIEVERS PROMISE! (15)
4.1. We (living bel’s)aren’t going to beat them!
4.2. Note: Paul includes himself in this group “we”. He believed so much in the imminent return of Jesus, as he’s called us to!
4.2.1. Phil.4:5 “Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.”

4.2.2. Titus 2:13 “looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,”

4.3. “The Coming of the Lord” – is obviously a series of events.
4.3.1. A dramatic beginning! An even more dramatic ending! 
4.3.2. Rev.19:11-16 “Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

5. THE SLEEPING BELIEVERS RESURRECTION! (16)
5.1. So how will this all take place?
5.2. “The Lord Himself” – Not Michael, not Gabriel, not Peter, not a billion angels…The Lord Himself will come!!!
5.2.1. That should warm your heart!
5.3. 3 Sounds:
5.4. SHOUT!
5.4.1. A cry of command is addressed to the dead!
5.4.2. This was used in a variety of ways:
5.4.3. The cry made by the ship’s master to its rowers! - The cry made by a military officer to his soldiers! - The cry made by a hunter to his hounds! - The cry made by a charioteer to his horse!
5.4.4. “It was a loud authoritative cry, often one uttered in a thick of excitement.” (Morris)

5.4.5. Jn.5:25-29 “Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. "For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, "and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. "Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice "and come forth; those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

5.4.6. Jesus stood as Lazarus’ tomb & said, “Lazarus come forth!” {if he didn’t as they say, he would have emptied the graveyard!}
5.4.7. So, this was addressed to all those who had fallen asleep in Jesus!
5.5. ARCHANGEL CALL!
5.5.1. This seems to be Mike! (Jude 9) {see also Dan.12}
5.6. THE TRUMPET CALL!
5.6.1. I believe this is only heard by those to whom it is addressed. 
5.6.2. 1 Cor.15:51,52 “Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed; in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.”


6. THE LIVING BELIEVERS SNATCHED AWAY! (17)
6.1. Next, the living saints are caught up with the deceased saints – Where? In the clouds – Why? To meet Jesus – Where? In the air – Result? Forever to be with Jesus!
6.2. “Caught up”! – (harpazo) “To snatch up, to seize, to carry off by force, to Rapture.

7. THE LIVING BELIEVERS COMFORTED (18)
7.1. We shall all be together as the great family of God & forever be w/the Lord.
7.2. So, what do I do with this info?
7.2.1. Comfort!  Who? Those who have lost believing loved one’s, & those awaiting the Lords return!
7.3. Repeating these truths will bring assurance to the heart!
The Pre-Tribulation Rapture Theory!
7.4. The Hermeneutical Argument
7.4.1. 1st of all, a Pre-millennialist believes Rev.20 teaches a literal 1000 yr. Reign of Christ after His 2nd advent. 
The Post-millennialist before the 2nd advent. 
And, the Amillennialist denies such a 1000 yr. Reign (it is symbolic)

7.4.2. The difference between the 3 is the Pretribulationalist is the only one that takes prophecy literally!
7.4.3. Another slippery slope is inferring that “Israel” is “the church!”
7.4.3.1. Once this is bought into the rest crumbles.
7.4.3.2. What a shock when Israel became a nation again in 1948!
7.4.3.3. We believe that Israel & the church both have their respective programs.
7.4.4. We also note a difference between the Rapture & His 2nd Coming!
7.4.4.1. Rapture/coming for His saints – 2nd/coming with his saints; Rap/meet Christ in the air – 2nd/we return w/Christ to earth; Rap/saints are changed – 2nd /no change to saints; Rap/is imminent – 2nd /is proceeded by definite signs & is calculated to the day; Rap/Deals w/the saved – 2nd /deals with saved & unsaved; Rap/satan not bound – 2nd/ satan bound; Rap/world is not changed – 2nd /world is radically changed; Rap/no one sees – 2nd/ all see.

7.5. The Historical Argument
7.5.1. It’s New, It’s Novel - This was invented by John Nelson Darby in early 1800’s.
7.5.2. It’s funny the Post-tribers that argue this, the Post-trib view came later!
7.5.3. Though no systematic form of this eschatology was put together prior, are its main components found earlier?
7.5.3.1. Imminency – Was a feature of the early church.
7.5.3.2. The early church lived in constant expectation of the coming of the Lord for his church. {Clement of Rome/1st cent. & the Didache/2nd cent. Pg.51,52 The Rapture Question}


The Hebrew Wedding!
7.6. Betrothal & Marriage
1) Groom to be leave Fathers House/ To Brides. {Incarnation}

2) Negotiate Price. {That would be his blood}

3) Now Betrothed. {at salvation} {now Set-Apart}

4) Both drank from a cup/ confirm cov. {communion}

5) Back to Fathers House. {“I go to prepare a place for you”}

6) Meanwhile bride Prepares herself. {White gown/holiness/sanctification}

7) Invitations go out but not everyone comes. {When gospel invite goes out not all    come}

8) Father sends Groom, {when its ready; Father inspects & says when}

9) She expected him/ didn’t know exactly when? {in the twinkling of an eye}

10) The Groom arrived w/his groomsmen & was proceeded w/a shout!

11) He takes Bride to Fathers House {Rapture} {“I will return again & receive you to myself, that where I am there you may be also!”}

12) Enter Bridal chamber & consummate marriage for 7 days {marriage/sup of the lamb}
