6

1 Thessalonians 5:12-28




  3-1-98

Paul’s Pointed Practical Precepts!


1. Intro:
1.1. I believe as Jesus saved the “best wine for last”, here Paul does the same!
1.1.1. Paul cuts here a string of pearls, that drop 1x1 into our hands, & hopefully into our hearts!
1.2. “The Mark of true Christian Faith is that it changes everything you do & say. It effects every area of your life!” {Ray Stedman}
1.2.1. Yet how is it we see so many Christians: “lie w/o hesitation, not pay their bills, cheat on their taxes, ignore needy people, fail to keep appointments, freeload, lose their tempers, grow critical, & desert their mates?”

1.2.2. Paul shows us how to stay away from Moral Collapse, & live our life a hymn of praise to God!
1.3. Outline: [1] How to Live w/Leaders [2] How to Live w/Learners [3] How to Live w/our Lord [4] How to Live?…Linked up!
1.4. Here are 20 of Paul’s, “Pointed Practical Precepts”!


2. HOW TO LIVE WITH LEADERS! (12,13)
2.1. “If there are those who govern, there are those who are governed.” (Ryrie)
2.2. 3 things to do for your leaders:
2.2.1. [1] Recognize – To know, acknowledge, appreciate & value.
2.2.1.1. I think Mt.10:40 applies here  "He who receives you receives Me, and he who receives Me receives Him who sent Me. "He who receives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's reward. And he who receives a righteous man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a righteous man's reward.
2.2.1.2. I am the most blest Pastor! Thanks!!!


2.2.2. [2] Esteem – Think highly of your leaders!
2.2.2.1. This ought to come by the leaders reputation of the quality of their work, not from any other cause(13b – “for their works sake”).
2.2.2.2. This doesn’t mean to esteem them w/a title! {note – it never says, The Apostle Paul, St. John, Pope Peter…Just Peter, their 1st name.}
2.2.2.2.1. I like “Brian” {or “Most-holy-honorable-reverend”!!!}

2.2.3. [3] Be at Peace – No Schism (not only w/them, but w/all).
2.2.3.1. Exercise Peace!…“Blessed are the PeaceMakers!”
2.2.3.2. Q: How can the gospel of Peace be preached in an atmosphere poisoned by hate?

2.3. 3 things the leaders should be doing:
2.3.1. [1] Laboring – To work w/effort both bodily & mental labor.
2.3.1.1. 1 Cor.15:10 “But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.”

2.3.2. [2] Presiding – (over you) To stand before someone. 
2.3.2.1. 2 meanings, both are appropriate here: [1] To preside, lead, direct. 
[2] To protect, to care for.
2.3.2.2. They are not to dictate, but to lead!
2.3.3. [3] Admonishing – To put one in mind, to advise, to warn. To correct those who are in error. 
2.3.3.1. If you make this your church… “expect correction if you are in sin!” 
2.3.3.2. We are not “sin sniffers”, but if we see cancer we will take the scalpel to it…w/antiseptic!!!

3. HOW TO LIVE WITH LEARNERS! (14-18)
3.1. How to live w/each other! - We are all learners in Christ! 
3.2. Vs.14 - Here are 4 duties to be done by the whole congregation:
3.2.1. [1] Warn – The “unruly”. 
3.2.1.1. “A military term signifying the soldier who does not keep in proper rank”, Thus anything out of order.
3.2.2. [2] Comfort – “encourage”.
3.2.2.1. The “faint hearted” = worried, discouraged, fearful.
3.2.3. [3] Uphold – Layhold of, hold firmly to.
3.2.3.1. Weak – The morally or spiritually weak! (eg. Those who struggle w/instability, insecurity, inability,etc) 
3.2.3.2. “Cling to the weak!” - Pay them special care & attention!


3.2.3.3. In Newsweek [Feb. 7, 1983, p. 13.] A California woman wrote, "No matter how bad the pain is, it's never so bad that suicide is the only answer. Suicide doesn't end pain. It only lays it on the broken shoulders of the survivors." And she ends her story. "By the way: to all the doctors, nurses and psychiatrists who forced me to live when I didn't want to -- thank you for keeping breath in my lungs and my heart beating and encouraging hope in me when I didn't have any hope."
3.2.3.4. Some yokes are made heavier on one side than the other. Then an older strong oxen was paired with a young weaker oxen. “His yoke is easy & burden light” (He carries the heavy side upon His shoulders!)

3.2.4. [4] Be Patient – Longsuffering/long tempered. 
3.2.4.1. Not short or quick tempered toward those who fail, but patient & considerate.
3.3. Vs.15 – Now 2 general admonitions:
3.3.1. Negative –No retaliation!
3.3.1.1. 1 Pet.3:9 says to do the contrary, “…not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you may inherit a blessing.”
3.3.1.2. Paul says, “no retaliation Thes. bel’s even if your are getting persecuted!
3.3.1.3. Maybe your spouse is being mean to you, unfair, uncaring, giving you the silent treatment, cold shoulder, “no shoulder”, & you want to get even. 
3.3.1.4. Paul asks, is your motto, “don’t get mad get even”?

3.3.2. Positive – Pursue what is good,…what is helpful to others! 
3.3.2.1. “This is to be the rule of life, always & to all men.” (Ryrie)
3.4. vs.16-18 – 3 Marks to a genuine Church:
3.4.1. “A group is only as strong as the individuals that make it up!”
3.4.2. [1] A happy Church – An atmosphere of Joy.
3.4.2.1. True Christianity is an exhilarating thing.
3.4.2.2. Remember this is written to a suffering group. James said, “count it all joy when you fall into various trials,”.
3.4.2.3. This is actually the shortest verse in the bible(in orig) {2 words/14 letters; vs. Jesus wept 3 words/16 letters}

3.4.3. [2] A Praying Church – “They pray best together who also pray alone!”
3.4.3.1. Other ways this word was used at that time outside of the N.T.:
3.4.3.2. “The uninterrupted nec. payment of taxes; the continual service of an official; a continual uninterrupted cough!”
3.4.3.2.1. Like a hacking cough; you may not be always coughing though the tendency to cough is always there. 
3.4.3.2.2. “So we will not always be audibly praying yet always have the attitude of praying in our heart & life!” (Ryrie)
3.4.3.3. Spurgeon said, “As your tempted w/o ceasing, pray w/o ceasing!”
3.4.3.4. “Prayer is not an exercise, it is the life of the saint!”{Oswald Chambers}
3.4.4. [3] A Thankful Church – “If we face the sun the shadows always fall behind us!”
3.4.4.1. If you turn around …they’ll always be in front!
3.4.4.2. “In” – the sense is “In” the midst of any situation or circumstance. 
3.4.4.3. “This” refers to all 3.
3.4.4.4. Alexander Whyte, the Scottish preacher, always began his prayers with an expression of gratitude. One cold, miserable day his people wondered what he would say. He prayed, "We thank Thee, O Lord, that it is not always like this."

4. HOW TO LIVE WITH OUR LORD! (19-24)
4.1. Vs.19 - “Quenching” – to put out a fire. {Mrk 9:47,48 “to be cast into hell fire; "where 'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched(put out).”}
4.1.1. Appropriately affixed to the H.S. (cloven tongues of fire)
4.2. Never become attached to anything that continues to hurt the heart of God!
4.2.1. This says stop doing something your presently doing.
4.2.2. Q: What are you presently doing that is smoldering the H.S.’s fire in your life?
4.2.3. When we criticize or discourage others, we throw cold water on their inner fire!
4.2.4. Q: Are you grieving the H.S. this morning w/a cold heart? A rebellious frame of mind? A flippant complacency?
4.2.4.1. Don’t Resist nor Reject Him!
4.3. Vs.20 – How were the Thes. bel’s doing this? By despising prophesies
4.4. Vs.21 – “Test” – Paul immediately balances it w/don’t accept everything! Prove it test it.
4.4.1. Early church writers attribute a saying to Christ, “become approved money changers”. {Dr. F.F.Bruce}
4.4.1.1. {They were occupied in changing various currencies & were constantly looking for counterfiet coins.}
4.4.2. Remember if 40 million people believe in a dumb idea, it's still a dumb idea! Test!
4.4.3. We need to test to see what is good(genuine)! Separate the chaff from the wheat. 
4.5. Vs.22 – “Every form” – every visible form or outward show of evil.
4.5.1. Not just abstain from every evil, but even its form.
4.5.2. “We live, together but it’s platonic!” 
4.6. Vs.23,24 – Now the exhortation to complete holiness(23), on the assured help of God(24).
4.6.1. Sanctification is not something Jesus puts inside of us – it is Himself inside of us! {“Christ in you, the hope of glory”.}
4.6.2. The cost of sanctification? Absolutely Everything in us which is not of God.
4.6.2.1. Q: Are you prepared to accept Paul’s prayer here for you?
4.6.3. The prayer is for all of you (sp, soul, & body) to be w/o blame.

5. HOW TO LIVE?…LINKED UP! (25-28)
5.1. Paul wraps it up with 4 things:
5.2. [1] Request – Paul is so human.
5.2.1. If I was offered only 1 request…this is what it would be!
5.2.2. Here is our “support group”! {The epitomy of Pride is saying, I can live my Christianity on my own.”} Paul needed their prayers!
5.3. [2] Greeting – Custom(kiss on the cheek)still used today.
5.3.1. Single men before you highlight this in your girlfriends bible, know this…it was man to man, woman to woman!
5.3.2. Paul ends 4 epistles with this admonition.
5.4. [3] Charge – Strong language to read aloud this epistle.
5.4.1. Charge – to bind w/an oath.
5.5. [4]  Benediction – Ends w/a prayer for Grace for his readers!
5.5.1. At the entrance of a coal mine, a man spied a beautiful white flower growing out of the black earth. "How can it blossom in such purity and radiance in this dirty mine?" he asked. "Throw some coal dust on it and see for yourself," one replied. When he did, he was surprised that the fine, sooty particles slid right off the snowy petals, leaving the plant just as lovely and unstained as before. Its surface was so smooth that the grit and grime could not adhere to it.
5.5.2. Just as that flower could not control its habitat, so we cannot help it that we have to live in a world filled with evil. But God's grace can keep us so clean and unspotted that though we touch every side, it will not cling to us. 
