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2 Thessalonians 1






  3-8-98
1. Intro:
1.1. Dating: 2 Thes. was written only a few months after 1st Thes. {from Corinth also}(51,52ad).
1.2. Problem: Someone shook them up with a letter stating that since they were experiencing persecutions & sufferings they were IN the great & awesome Day of the Lord! (Read 2:1,2)
1.3. Their Confusion? – The timing of Christ’s Return.
1.3.1. Cowboy(hat) Cult? – In Texas, (Korean?) waiting for Christ to come on March 31st. 
1.4. Special Features: Certain events that will precede His return.
1.5. It is a letter of correction!
1.5.1. He corrects views on Persecution – Ch.1
1.5.2. He corrects views on Prophecy – Ch.2
1.5.3. He corrects views on Practice – Ch.3

2. SALUTATION! (1-2)
2.1. “Our” – Similar intro to 1st Thes. but notice instead of “the” it is “our!
2.1.1. He points out God’s fatherhood over Believers, instead of His relation as Father to Christ His Son.
2.1.2. Boleslaus, one of the kings of Poland, carried about him the picture of his father; and when he was to do any great work, or set upon any design extraordinary, he would look on the picture, and pray that he might do nothing unworthy of such a father's name. Let us also remember our father also, before any of us engage in any business whatsoever, let us look unto Him, & do nothing to dishonor His name

2.1.3. Why? – Maybe because since the church was in a state of persecution, Paul wanted to emphasize the churches position IN God our Father & the Lord J.C.


3. 3 MARKS OF A VITAL CHURCH! (3,4)
3.1. A FAITH GROWING! (3a)
3.2. “Grows exceedingly” – Indicates organic growth as of a healthy plant.
3.2.1. “Be not afraid of growing slowly, be afraid only of standing still.” [Chinese Proverb]
3.2.2. [George Macdonald] “All growth that is not toward God is growing to decay.”
3.3. An advancing Christian grows surer of J.C. every day!
3.3.1. “We need to add daily to the thrill of Christian Experience the discipline of Christian thought.” (Barclay)
3.3.1.1. Here’s where I think so many Christian’s have stopped short! 
3.3.1.2. They walk in salvation’s door & hang up their helmet of salvation on the hat hanger of experience! 
3.3.1.3. “Experience” is only the frosting! Get to the meat & potatoes of faith. This is the only thing that will help you through the great trials of your life.
3.3.1.4. Know who, what, when, where, why, & how!…as much as been revealed to us to know.

3.3.2. Our discipline of Christian Thought comes from study! Listen to what Woodrow Wilson are 28th President had to say:
3.3.2.1. "There are a good many problems before the American people today, and before me as President, but I expect to find the solution of those problems just in the proportion that I am faithful in the study of the Word of God." "I ask every man and woman... that from this day on they will realize that part of the destiny of America lies in their daily perusal of this great book." 

3.4. A LOVE ABOUNDING! (3b)
3.5. We may start loving by duty, but end w/it being our greatest Joy!
3.6. We find out unselfishness & happiness go hand in hand.
3.7. “Abounding” = “to overspread”, as a fire or a flood covers everything in its path.”
3.7.1. Rom.5:5 “…the love of God has been poured out (gush out, or run greedily) in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.” {meditate on that!}
3.7.2. Jn.13:34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; 
as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 
3.7.2.1. How do we love? As He’s loved us!
3.7.2.2. Who do we love? One another, no pick & choose! 

3.7.3. Here’s a great goal for Murrieta, the love of “every one of you all” is abounding!(3b)
3.7.3.1. Dolly Madison, wife of the fourth president of the United States, was one of the most popular women in American history. Wherever she went, she charmed and captivated everyone obscure and well-known, rich and poor, men and women alike. She was once asked to explain the secret of her power over others. Surprised by the question Mrs. Madison exclaimed, "Power over people. I have none. I desire none. I merely love everyone." And those who love are richly rewarded by love returned.

3.8. A PATIENT ENDURING! (4)
3.9. “Patience” = Endurance under trial.
3.9.1. Not passively bearing things that come our way, but a “masculine constancy under trial”. (Barclay)
3.9.2. It doesn’t just endure the circumstance but masters it!
3.9.3. It not only accepts the blows of life but in accepting them transforms them into stepping stones to new achievement.
3.9.4. It is the spirit which can bear things, not simply w/resignation, but w/blazing hope! (lkgnt)
3.9.5. It is not the patience which grimly waits for the end, but the patience which radiantly hopes for the dawn. (lkgnt)
3.10. “persecutions & Tribulations” - [Oswald Chambers] “We can never be lilies in the garden unless we have spent time as bulbs in the dark, totally ignored.”

4. RELIEF OR RETRIBUTION? (5-10)
4.1. Vs.5 – “J.B.Phillips translation “see how justly the judgment of God works out! He intends to use your sufferings to prove you worthy of his kingdom.”
4.1.1. Obviously not speaking of their suffering earning them the right to go to heaven.
4.2. Vs.6 – Retribution
4.3. “repay” – Guaranteed, God will settle up one day! He will right every wrong! 
4.3.1. “Not one injustice, not one act of pain, not one transaction of torture will ever be overlooked. From one little humiliation to the horrible Holocaust, not one will be forgotten!”
4.3.2. “Affliction is coming to those who afflict, rest & relief to those afflicted!”
4.3.3. Examples: Pharaoh tried to drown little babies/his own army drowned in the Red Sea; Haman plotted to wipe out the Jews, & he & his sons were wiped out; King Darius’ advisors forced him to arrest Daniel & throw him into the lions den, later they themselves were thrown to the lions. {www}

4.4. Vs.7 – Relief
4.5. “Rest” = relief from tension, or slackening of pressure, as one would take down a taut bow string. 
4.5.1. Greek (anesin) (like the pill!)
4.5.2. Some spell relief? R-o-l-a-i-d-s, others a-n-a-c-i-n, or d-r-u-g-s, or s-e-x, 
& others J-E-S-U-S!
4.5.3. Our Rest comes when Jesus does!(7b)
4.6. Vs.8 – “In flaming fire” – emphasizing the glory of the appearance of the Lord.[lkgnt] (Rev.1) 
4.6.1. Describes His person not His work!

4.7. Q: Who is this vengeance against? {Mass-murderers? The Hitlers & Stalins?}  
4.7.1. It is on those who: “do not know God”, & “those who do not obey the gospel”.
4.7.1.1. Jn.17:3 “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”
4.7.1.2. Heb.5:9 “He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,”
4.7.2. Q: Is our job important on telling others that they can “know” Jesus in a personal way or what?
4.8. Vs.9 – “everlasting destruction” – only here.
4.8.1. This is everything opposite from eternal life. 

4.8.2. It is not annihilation but separation. From the Lords presence & glory, NOT from His wrath.
4.8.3. Doesn’t sound like an “animal house frat party” to me!
4.8.4. C.S.Lewis describes Jude’s words(1:13 “wandering stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.”) this way: “in hell, everybody will be at an infinite distance from everybody else.”
4.8.4.1. Loneliness & emptiness [opposite of fellowship & fullness!]
4.8.4.2. Read – Bottomless pit (Ray Steadman pg.6)
4.8.4.2.1. Why? They turned their back on God’s offer of Grace 
4.8.5. This is not meanness or cruelty, this is justice! “His righteous reaction to cosmic treason on man’s part!” (Ray)
4.8.6. Some say, “I can’t bel. A loving God would judge sinners & send them to hell”. Then you don’t understand either the holiness of God, nor the awfulness of sin!
4.8.6.1. To all those who won’t say “thy will be done”, who say “my will be done” instead,…He says, have at it! 
4.9. Vs.10 – Glorified “in”(not by) his saints. He will mirror His glory in us! Wow!
5. GLORY! (11,12)
5.1. He wants to be Glorified IN you!
5.1.1. The following is a wonderful prayer by Norwegian Theologian Ole Hallesby:  "Lord, if it will be to Your glory, heal suddenly. If it will glorify You more, heal gradually; if it will glorify You even more, may your servant remain sick awhile; and if it will glorify Your name still more, take him to Yourself in heaven."
6. End: 

6.1. Life isn’t fair! 

6.1.1. Some ask? - “If life is not fair, God must not care; & if God doesn’t care; He must not be there; & if He is not there, how then do we fare?” My Response? “Life isn’t fair, I’ll agree with you there; But “No God up there”…you better beware; for up there is where life definitely is fair; only here is where, life seems not to be fair!”

6.1.2. Read - Ezek.18:29-32!


6.2. If you want to be distressed -- look within. If you want to be defeated -- look back. 
If you want to be distracted -- look around. If you want to be dismayed -- look ahead. 
If you want to be delivered -- look up!
