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“Set in order the things that are lacking!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Pastor Desi share – Denver Update!
1.2. Prayer: Frezonki’s fly to Bulgaria today. LeCompte’s to Chechnya.

1.3. Book Overview:
1.4. Ch.1 – Setting in order things that were lacking in the church!
1.5. Ch.2 – How to minister to various kinds of people in the church!
1.6. Ch.3 – Living out the truth of the Christian life by doing good works!  
1.6.1. We’ll see 2 incredible doctrinal statements which stand out like “mountain ranges in the landscape” (Search the Scriptures; Alan Stibbs)

2. Set in Order the Things that are Lacking! (1-16)
2.1. PAUL’S INTRODUCTION! (1-4)
2.2. PAUL! (1-3)
2.3. Again typical 1st cent letter writing style. 
2.3.1. Name the source(Paul); name the recipient(Titus); 
& pronounce a blessing upon him.

2.4. Bondservant – Great combo!
2.5. Apostle – “one who is sent”. 
2.5.1. One called & commissioned directly by the risen Lord.

2.6. (3) Hope? - Not conjuring up a sense of certainty that something will happen. - But recognizing God’s promise as an actual Fact, 
Believing it is true, Rejoicing in the knowledge of that truth, 
And then simply Resting because God said it!

2.7. TITUS! (4)
2.8. Titus was a Greek, Paul won to Christ(vs.4, a true son, as opposed to an adopted or foster child; obviously spiritually speaking)&enlisted in service by Paul. 
He became one of Paul’s close assistants, & was sent to the churches to represent the apostle. On one of Paul’s trips(3rd) he left him in Crete to pastor there. 
2.8.1. We’ll see, apparently the saints on Crete were better at professing the faith than practicing it.

2.9. TITUS’ DOUBLE DUTY! (5)
2.10. When an infant church grows up it needs structure & guidance!
2.11. [1] Set in order! (we’ll see what gets set in order in vs.10-16)
2.11.1. A medical term “to set a broken bone”. 
2.11.1.1. Hurts, but great results! {i.e. my left arm}
2.11.2. The church body suffers when we avoid facing & solving serious problems.

2.12. [2] Appoint elders! (we’ll see in vs. 6-9)
2.12.1. Appoint capable men to spiritual oversight of the church.
2.13. Crete – AN island So. of mainland Greece. (5th largest island in the Med.)
2.13.1. 175 m. long(Mexico boarder to Ventura Beach) 35m. wide(here to the beach as crow fly’s + 10 m)
2.13.2. Archeology – found written tablets in the oldest known scripts of Europe.
2.13.3. They were initially exposed to the gospel at Pentecost.

2.14. PROSPECTIVE ELDERS! (6-9) [Their Qualifications]
2.15. Note: 3 basic areas of requirement for prospective elders.
2.16. [1] MARRIAGE & FAMILY! (6)
2.17. Believing children – “if the elder is capable of influencing his own children to become Christians demonstrates Paul’s conviction that effective spiritual leadership in the home suggests the same probability of effective leadership in the church.” (Shepherd’s Notes; pg.68)

2.18. The Christian walk of Will Houghton, a preacher who became the president of Moody Bible Institute during the 1940s, played a large role in the conversion of an agnostic who was contemplating suicide. 
2.18.1. The skeptic was desperate, but he decided that if he could find a minister who lived his faith he would listen to him. So he hired a private detective to watch Houghton. When the investigator’s report came back, it revealed that this preacher’s life was above reproach; he was for real. The agnostic went to Houghton’s church, accepted Christ, and later sent his daughter to Moody Bible Institute.  [H.V.L. - Our Daily Bread, Sept. 29]
2.18.2. I’m going to be watching my rearview this week!!!
2.19. [2] PERSONALITY & CHARACTER TRAITS! (7,8)
2.20. Blameless – Philip Towner explained it best (IVP N.T. Comm. Series) “blameless is more a measure of wholeness & balance than of perfection. The code examines all dimensions of life for evidence of the Spirit’s influence in each part. This kind of balanced “reading” means development toward maturity is under way. And Paul felt that “whole” believers were best suited for church leadership.”
2.21. Steward – a manager of a household or family. 
2.22. [3] DEVOTION & COMMITMENT TO TEACH & PREACH THE TRUE GOSPEL! (9)
2.22.1. Sound doctrine = “healthy doctrine”, teaching that contributes to the spiritual health of the church.
2.22.1.1. Just as a physician must attack infection & disease, 
so local church leaders must attack false doctrine!

2.23. What a great & natural segue from upholding sound doctrine, to those who don’t!

2.24. SET IN ORDER! (10-16)
2.25. FALSE TEACHERS! (10,11)
2.26. Idle talkers – “Using impressive language w/little or no solid content of truth.” (LKGNT)
2.27. Stopped – to muzzle!
2.27.1. Should the church give the opposing view equal time to share their views? - NO! MUZZLE THEM!

2.28. CRETANS! (12)
2.29. Ever want a different assignment from God? – It must have been hard ministering in the island of Crete! It was full of problems & challenges.
2.29.1. Imagine someone asking me, “Brian, how’s ministry in Murrieta these days?” “Well, they’re a bunch of Liars, evil beasts, & lazy gluttons” ( 
2.30. Cities, towns, or states are known for different things:
2.30.1. Corinth? – Excessive immorality.
2.30.2. Finish the phrase, “What happens in Vegas…_______”.
2.30.3. Is Texas known for big or little things?
2.30.4. N.Y. City is likened unto what fruit?
2.30.5. Temecula? – Vineyards, & now Pachenga?
2.30.6. Murrieta? – Gem of the Valley?
2.30.7. Downtown Denver? - 

2.31. This quote wasn’t invented by some tourist who had a bad stay at “Crete’s Holiday Inn!”
2.31.1. Paul quotes from a famous figure of Crete & was considered to be a prophet…who condemns his own people.

2.32. We no longer have the writings of Epimenides. 
What we have is quotes of what he said. 
Clement of Alexandria quoted him as saying these 4 lines:
[1] They fashioned a tomb for thee, O holy and high one[i.e. Zeus] (Epimenides of Knossos(Crete) was a semi-mythical 6th century BC Greek Seer and philosopher-poet, who is said to have fallen asleep for 57 yrs in a Cretan cave sacred to Zeus, after which he reportedly awoke with the gift of prophecy)
[2] The Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, idle bellies! 
[3] But thou art not dead: thou livest and abidest forever, (The "lie" of the Cretans was that Zeus was mortal; Epimenides considered Zeus immortal)
[4] For in thee we live and move and have our being. (Acts 17:28)


2.33. But let’s remember, God loves the Cretans! (vs.5, He placed churches there!)
2.33.1. Some towns are more difficult then others w/ministry.
2.33.2. Some experience a very transient vacation population(Maui)
2.33.3. Some near military bases have a constantly rotating congregation.
2.33.4. Crete bustled w/many sea-weary sailors on shore leave.
2.33.5. But Praise God – He loves the dirty, the bad reputations, the cussing, lying, cheating types…that’s who He’s after!
2.33.5.1. Those that need a Physician! - Not to those who think they don’t.

2.34. SPIRITUALLY HEALTHY! (13,14)
2.34.1. Goal of the rebuke? – healing, not destroying!

2.35. PURE, OR DEFILED? (15,16)
2.35.1. Paul reminds his readers of his Lord’s teachings that purification is largely a matter of the internal rather than the external. [There is nothing that enters a man from outside which can defile him; but the things which come out of him, those are the things that ﻿﻿defile a man.]
2.35.2. Nothing outside can corrupt one who is internally pure; but someone who is internally impure corrupts all he touches.


2.35.3. The false teachers were corrupt to the core(mind & conscience)
2.35.4. Result? Even though they claimed to know God, their corrupt actions belied their true natures.
2.35.4.1. “The man who says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him.”

2.35.5. Their impure interiors thus rendered them externally detestable!

2.36. A defiled conscience is like a dirty window: no light can enter!

2.37. (15) Recent experiments have been made in which people were fitted with special prismatic glasses. These devices greatly distort the vision so that straight lines appeared to be curved, and sharp outlines seemed fringed with color. Within just a few days, however, the unnatural shapes, tinted edges, and inverted landscapes gradually disappeared, and the world began to be normal again, even though they still wore their optical fittings. The brain was finally able to overcome the false data that came through the prismatic lenses. 

In the area of the spiritual, however, the human mind does not function very well. In fact, man is a sinner whose deepest imaginations are evil, and his thought life produces a world of illusions. He thinks of himself as pure when in reality he is guilty before God.
2.38. (16) The following words are from an old engraving on a cathedral in Labeck, Germany: Thus speaketh Christ our Lord to us: 
You call Me master and obey Me not. You call Me light and see Me not. 
You call Me the Way and walk Me not. You call Me life and live Me not. 
You call Me wise and follow Me not. You call Me fair and love Me not. 
You call Me rich and ask Me not. You call Me eternal and seek Me not. 
If I condemn thee, blame Me not.

2.39. Some people are like good watches: They’re pure gold, open-faced, always on time, dependable, quietly busy, and full of good works!
� Warren Wiersbe; pg.807


� � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epimenides" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epimenides�


� Knowledge Bible commentary; pg.763





