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Titus 2







  

8-28-05
“Making God’s Word Attractive!”

1. Intro:
1.1. And now the shift from the protection of sound doctrine to the practice of sound doctrine.
1.1.1. This connection between belief & behavior must be grasped by all Christians if we’re to be in the world but not of the world! 

1.1.2. (Towner) “The fact of the matter is that the Christian faith intends full engagement in the world. Certainly the origin of this new life is otherworldly. Certainly Christian values are not those of the world. Certainly Christian hope takes us beyond this world. But it is in this world that God has called Christians to live, & it is this world’s inhabitants that Christians must reach w/the gospel. Engagement of this kind requires Christian credibility & participation in the life of the world.”

1.2. Note the interweaving of lives in the “community life” of the church! 
1.2.1. God did not design the Christian life to be lived independently.

1.3. Outline: Making God’s word Attractive! & Living differently in the Grip of Grace!

2. MAKING GOD’S WORD ATTRACTIVE! (1-15)
2.1. THE OLDER SAINTS! (1-3)
2.2. (1) But as for you – You, by contrast, must teach sound doctrine.

2.3. Whether young or old, married or single, we are all needed in the local church. 
2.3.1. And God has a job for us to do!
2.3.2. We need to accept & minister to a variety of people!
2.3.3. Regardless of age, gender, occupation, or any other classification.
2.3.4. He calls us to live differently in whatever environment we find ourselves!
2.3.5. “All true believers are expected to have faith reflected in their conduct & to have their conduct affirm their faith!” (Kent Hughes)

2.4. Older Men! (2)
2.4.1. They should manifest the marks of spiritual & emotional maturity.
2.4.2. There seems to be a natural progression starting with the more mature men.
2.4.3. Sober – in thought, or clearheaded.
2.4.4. Faith(personal relationship w/God); Love(relationship w/others); Patience(stedfastness for the sake of these relationships).

2.5. Q: Where are the older men? Step up to the plate!

2.6. Older Women! (3)
2.6.1. They should behave reverently & respectfully, avoiding gossip & drunkenness.
2.6.2. They should channel their energy into mentoring the younger ladies

2.6.3. Maybe as they grew older, the kids left the home, & her focus was less defined. Her familial responsibilities became less demanding. Maybe contributing to feelings of uselessness, loneliness, self-pity.

2.6.4. Reverent – a way of life appropriate to a priestess serving in God’s temple.
2.6.5. In behavior – indicates the outward expression of an inner character. 

2.6.6. Not slanderers – lack of control w/the tongue.
2.6.7. Not drunkards – lack of control of one’s appetites & purposes.
2.6.7.1. These were both a problem with women in the “decadent Greco-Roman society”. 

2.6.8. Teach what is good – Good teaching begets good teaching[pass it on]

2.7. Q: Where are the older Women?
2.7.1. Older women get involved in counseling(formal & informal).
2.7.2. Discipling young moms in matters of family & Christian lifestyle. 
2.7.3. Women’s studies. Disciple teens. How to raise children.
2.7.4. You have a command to be “Titus Two-ing!”

2.8. A large percentage of people in the modern church are driven by a consumer mentality. 
2.8.1. What’s beneficial to me? Do I like this speaker? This worship team? Will this disrupt my schedule to go to that service? Will this put a cramp on my lifestyle? 
2.8.2. There should be a personal investment in regular fellowship, disciplined worship, & church community life.

2.9. THE YOUNGER SAINTS! (4-8)
2.10. Younger Women! (4,5)
2.10.1. They should learn how to love their families & live godly lives.
2.10.2. Paul says to young wives make family your highest priority!
2.10.2.1. Husband 1st, children 2nd. 

2.10.3. Obedient to their own husbands – No, the bible doesn’t permit a husband to have a “Me dictator, you doormat” mentality. (Hughes)

2.10.4. What happens in the home as a result of a woman’s care is a powerful tool for the progress of the gospel!

2.11. Younger Men! (6-8) [Titus is included in this group]
2.11.1. They should display sensibility.

2.11.2. Sober-minded – sound-minded, to exercise self-control, to have one’s total life under control of the mind.

2.11.3. They should be a positive role model!

2.12. (5) A stinging picture of the American home! 
A home? Why do I need a home? I was born in a hospital, educated in a college, courted in an automobile, and married in a church. I get my food at the delicatessen and restaurant. I spend my mornings at golf, my afternoons at the club, and my evenings dancing or at the movies. And when I die, I shall be buried in a cemetery. Why do I need a home? All I need is a garage! [This should at least give us concern! (] 


2.13. (7) One pagan said after receiving a gospel tract from a zealous missionary, "Thank you for this tract, now I will watch your tracks and decide about becoming a Christian."

2.14. (7) Years ago the communist government in China commissioned an author to write a biography of Hudson Taylor with the purpose of distorting the facts and presenting him in a bad light. They wanted to discredit the name of this consecrated missionary of the gospel. As the author was doing his research, he was increasingly impressed by Taylor's saintly character and godly life, and he found it extremely difficult to carry out his assigned task with a clear conscience. Eventually, at the risk of losing his life, he laid aside his pen, renounced his atheism, and received Jesus as his personal Savior.

2.15. All four groups have this same word(in orig) self-control!
2.15.1. Freedom in Christ doesn’t give believers the liberty to cast off all moral restraint.
2.15.2. Nor does it call for a withdrawal from life & its temptations.
2.15.3. It calls for a self-disciplined life following Christ’s example of being in the world but not of the world.
2.15.4. It calls for Christians to live sensibly & reasonably!

2.16. Older men set the example; older women teach the younger, young men to be an example to others. 
2.16.1. The Christian life does not function independently. 
2.16.2. Our actions must be considered in light of their effects upon others!
2.16.2.1. Seek the others good!

2.17. THE BONDSERVANT SAINTS! (9-10)
2.18. They should not revolt but submit to their masters, work hard to please them, avoid arguing with them, resist stealing from them(“I deserve this since he isn’t paying me enough!”) They must work in good faith so that, “so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive”(NIV).
2.18.1. Q: Do you adorn the doctrine of God our Savior? 
(i.e. make it attractive with your life?)

2.19. (10) Not pilfering – thieving, to embezzle.

2.20. What happens here? - Paul doesn’t tell them to rebel??? No, but he does remind them now that they have salvation & their Master doesn’t…they are master of their superiors future!

2.21. (5,8,10) “That” – Each occurrence begins a clause that expresses the goal or purpose of the behavior that is encouraged.
2.21.1. (5) Proper Christian behavior has a significant impact on pagan attitudes toward Christianity!
2.21.2. (8) It silences its opponents by correct Christian teaching.
2.21.3. (10) It attracts a lost world to Christianity.
2.21.3.1. Thus this affects the entire missionary enterprise of the church!


2.22. (5,8,10) Poor Testimony - During the Spanish conquest of Mexico under Hernando Cortez in the early 1500s, a resistance leader named Hatney was captured after a fierce battle and sentenced to be burned alive. After tying him to the stake, his captors urged him to become a Christian so that at his death his soul might be given an entrance into heaven. He asked his tormentors if they expected to go to this place. On being told that they did, he cried out, “Then I will not be a Christian, for I would not again go to a place where I would find men so cruel!” - H.V.L. Our Daily Bread, June 18

2.23. How we live either blasphemes the word(5) or beatifies it!
2.23.1. Adorn = it is used of the arrangement of jewels in a manner to set off their full beauty. (LKGNT)
2.23.1.1. It then entices or attracts!
2.23.2. Back in 1985 a 40’, 45-ton, made a wrong turn during his migration along the California coast. Well-wishing friends affectionately named the humpback whale Humphrey. The wayward mammal became a national celebrity when he turned into San Francisco Bay, swam under the Golden Gate Bridge, and managed to navigate 70 miles up river. For more than 3 weeks, Humphrey defied all efforts to get him back to salt water. Finally, marine biologists tried to lure him with the recorded sounds of feeding humpbacks. It worked. Humphrey responded to the "happy humpbacks" and followed "them" back to the Pacific.
2.23.3. Q: Is the way you share the gospel an attractant or a repellent? 

2.24. Q: What would the church look like if we all did our part?
2.24.1. Q: How different would the world respond?
2.24.2. Everyone has the role of making God real to someone else!
2.25. So, is this empty moralism? What’s the purpose of living this way?

2.26. LIVING DIFFERENTLY, IN THE GRIP OF GRACE! (11-15)
2.27. This section is like a shot of espresso! (highly compressed but incredibly rich)
2.28. We tend to think of this phrase as giving a rationale for extending the gospel down to all classes of persons. In context though this encouraged the slaves to remember their societal superiors.
2.28.1. They possess the higher privilege of eternity!


2.29. The Grace of God not only saves us but also teaches us how to live the Christian life.
2.29.1. Jesus saved us not only so we’d belong to Him, but also so we would live like we belong to Him!

2.30. Vs.11 & 14 show what God has done for us!
Vs.12,13 show what we should do for God!
2.30.1. We should live for Him & look for him!

2.31. PAST! (11)
2.31.1. Grace – the Greeks used charis to refer to a favor that one does for another person, expecting no return(But these favors were always done for friends)
2.31.2. Christ gave Grace a far richer meaning because the favor He did at Calvary was done not for friends, but for those who hated Him.
2.31.2.1. Rom.5:10 “For ﻿﻿if when we were enemies ﻿﻿we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved ﻿﻿by His life.”
2.31.3. “Only as we grasp the significance of God’s grace can we eagerly do what is pleasing to Him!”


2.32. PRESENT! (12)
2.33. Q: What reasons does Paul give on why a Christian should live differently?
2.33.1. {a} What he should give up {b} How he should now live.
2.34. Say no to ungodliness! (NIV)
2.34.1. We are surrounded by a world that says “no” to nothing!

2.35. (11,12) A story is told of a young girl who accepted Christ as her Savior and applied for membership in a local church. "Were you a sinner before you received the Lord Jesus into your life?" inquired an old deacon. "Yes, sir," she replied. "Well, are you still a sinner?" "To tell you the truth, I feel I'm a greater sinner than ever." "Then what real change have you experienced?" "I don't quite know how to explain it," she said, "except I used to be a sinner running AFTER sin, but now that I am saved I'm a sinner running FROM sin!"

2.36. (12) Godlessness - The rejection of all that is reverent & of all that has to do w/God.

2.37. So what will ultimately make us holy?…not willpower, not guilt, 
not an inspiring message, but deep apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ.
2.37.1. The Puritans taught this truth w/the image of the live oak, a variety of trees whose leaves – though dead – stuck to their branches through the winter. What eventually forced the leaves from the tree was not the abuse of the cold or the beating of the wind, but the new life of springtime welling up w/in the branches & forcing out what was dead.
2.37.1.1. We are the same! Our evil affections are replaced by an eagerness for good, as Christ’s grace wells within us driving out the old affections. 

2.38. FUTURE! (13)
2.39. What starts with grace will lead to glory!
2.40. Yes the return of Christ for His people is more than a blessed hope… 
it is a joyful hope(Rom.5:2); it is a unifying hope(Ep.4:4); 
it is a living hope(1 Pet.1:3); it is a stabilizing hope(Heb.6:19); 
it is a purifying hope(1 Jn.3:3).

2.41. Glorious appearing – to appear suddenly upon the scene. 
2.41.1. It is used particularly of divine interposition. Also, used of the dawning of light upon darkness.

2.42. A tourist who visited an exquisite garden on a lovely estate in Italy spoke to the caretaker: “How long have you been here?” he asked. “25 years.” 
“And how often has the owner been to see the estate?” “4 times.” 
“When did he come last?” “12 years ago.” 
“Who comes then to look after things?” “I am left pretty much alone.” 
“Yet you keep the garden so spic-and-span that one would think you were expecting the owner tomorrow.” 
“Today, sir, today! replied the caretaker.”

2.43. THE REDEEMED! (14,15)
2.44. The highest & purest motivation for Christian behavior is not based on what we can do for God, but upon what God has done for us…
& will yet do!

2.45. (15) Note “Speak these things” bookends!
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