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Titus 3







  

  9-4-05
“Works…God’s & Ours!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Prayer – “To make our church an effective instrument, in the hands of God, for blessing to the world.” (Alan Redpath, intro in Learn to Live)

1.2. Def. to morning prayer = The willing denial of your own personal agenda

1.3. Last week Paul helped Titus in dealing with different groups inside the church.
1.3.1. Now he wraps up with those outside the church.
1.3.2. (i.e.) Civil authorities, & all men in general.

1.4. Story - A wealthy English family once invited friends to spend some time at their beautiful estate. The happy gathering was almost plunged into a terrible tragedy on the first day. When the children went swimming, one of them got into deep water and was drowning. Fortunately, the gardener heard the others screaming and plunged into the pool to rescue the helpless victim. That youngster was Winston Churchill. His parents, deeply grateful to the gardener, asked what they could do to reward him. He hesitated, then said, "I wish my son could go to college someday and become a doctor." "We'll pay his way," replied Churchill's parents. 
Years later when Sir Winston was prime minister of England, he was stricken with pneumonia. Greatly concerned, the king summoned the best physician who could be found to the bedside of the ailing leader. That doctor was Sir Alexander Fleming, the developer of penicillin. He was also the son of that gardener who had saved Winston from drowning as a boy! Later Churchill said, "Rarely, has one man owed his life twice to the same person." [We owe our lives many more times than that, to our Lord & Him alone!]

1.5. Outline: The Submissive Man; The Salvaged Man; The Saved Man; The Working Man; The Divisive Man; The Fruitful Man.

2. WORKS…GOD’S & OURS! (1-15)
2.1. THE SUBMISSIVE MAN! (1,2)
2.2. How to be a good Citizen, & a good Christian!
2.2.1. We are citizens of earth as well as citizens of heaven!

2.3. (1) History? – (Barclay) “The Cretans were notoriously turbulent and quarrelsome and impatient of all authority.”
2.3.1. Polybius, the Greek historian, said of them that they were constantly involved in “insurrections, murders and internal wars.﻿”
2.3.2. No wonder why Paul places this here!
2.4. (1,2) 6 qualities of a good citizen:
2.4.1. Law Abiding - The good citizen knows, unless the laws are kept, life becomes chaos.
2.4.2. Active in Service - The good citizen is ready for every work, so long as it is “good”(only qualifier). 
2.4.2.1. We ought not to be spectators when it is possible for us to do good!
2.4.2.2. We are called to be salt of the earth & the light of the world; therefore we must involve ourselves in the good causes of government. 
2.4.3. Careful in Speech – The good citizen will be as careful of the words he speaks, as of the deeds he does.
2.4.4. Peaceful – The good citizen is “not a fighter”. 
2.4.5. Gentle – The good citizen is both reasonable & fair.
2.4.6. Humble - The good citizen is praus, which describes the man whose temper is always under complete control. 
2.4.6.1. He patiently bears wrongs done to himself but is ever chivalrously ready to spring to the help of others who are wronged.
2.4.7. Note, he moves from our passive posture(obeying laws) to an active positive involvement in our society.

2.4.8. We should “be an influence for good in our community in every way, demonstrating the loveliness of Christ to all through courteous & gracious behavior.”

2.4.8.1. The relation of believers to non-Christians is to be governed by the principles of love!

2.5. Qualities like these are possible only for the man in whose heart Christ reins supreme!

2.6. THE SALVAGED MAN! (3)
2.7. Every once in awhile the thin veneer is pulled back from humanity & we get a true glimpse of man’s depravity…which isn’t much different than 2 dogs fighting over an old bone!
2.7.1. Oh, I’m not talking about what’s happening down in New Orleans, I mean when God peals back the thin veneer of your heart & mine!
2.7.2. Remember from where you’ve been salvaged!
2.7.3. We as converts to Christianity were once no better than our heathen neighbors. 
2.7.3.1. Christian goodness should not make a man proud; it should make us supremely grateful!
2.8. Remember, God has forgotten our sins, & we should too!
2.8.1. But it does us good to remember “from whence we came”!
2.9. THE SAVED MAN! (4-7)
2.10. (4-7) Perhaps no passage in the NT sets out the work of Christ for men, more clearly than this! 
2.10.1. Read this & try to find something you did!
2.10.1.1. This is 100% what GOD has done!
2.10.1.2. He is the source & method of salvation.
2.10.1.3. He deals with our present state & our future hope!

2.11. 6 outstanding facts:
2.11.1. [1] Jesus put us into a new relationship w/God – Judge, to Father.
2.11.2. [2] Love & grace our gifts we could not earn – 
2.11.3. [3] It’s because of the Word & the H.S. – 
2.11.4. [4] It brings forgiveness for past sins - In his mercy God does not hold our sins against us. – 

2.11.4.1. Once a man was mourning gloomily to Augustine about his sins. Augustine said, “﻿look away from your sins and look to God.﻿”
2.11.5. [5] dfgdfgdffgdgdfg – 
2.11.6. [6] Hope of even greater things – The Christian is the man who knows “the wonder of past sin forgiven, the thrill of present life with Christ, and the hope of the greater life which is yet to be.”


2.12. What a great summary of the Christian life: 
2.12.1. "Christ died to be our Savior, and lives to be our Lord."


2.13. (5) Mercy – 
2.13.1. Did you ever hear of the mother who visited Napoleon on behalf of her condemned son? The emperor told her the young man had committed the same offense twice, and justice demanded the death penalty. 'But Sire,' she pleaded, 'I don't ask for justice -- only for mercy.' 'He doesn't deserve it,' said Napoleon. 'No, he doesn't,' she admitted, 'but it would not be MERCY if he deserved it.' 
'You're right!' said the ruler quickly, I'll grant your request and show him mercy!

2.14. Washing of regeneration:
2.14.1. Amy Carmichael writes: If I say, yes I forgive, but I cannot forget as though the God who twice a day washed all the sands on all the shores of all the world could not wash such memories from my mind, then I know nothing of Calvary love. If the living God who made the tide and washes the shores daily cannot wash away from my mind the caustic remarks, the ugliness, the wrongs in someone else then I haven't even entered into Calvary love.

2.15. Washing of regeneration:
2.15.1. He speaks of regeneration/rebirth (paliggenesia). Here is a word which had many associations. {William Barclay}
2.15.2. It was used especially of the Jews of the renewing of the world in the time of the Messiah. (Mt.19:28)
2.15.3. The Pythagorean used the word frequently. They believed in reincarnation and that men return to life in many forms until they were fit to be released from it. Each return was a rebirth. 
2.15.4. The Stoics used the word. They believed that every 3000 years the world went up in a great fire, and that then there was a rebirth of a new world. 
2.15.5. When people entered the Mystery Religions they were said to be “﻿reborn for eternity.﻿” 
2.15.6. The point here is that when a man accepts Christ as Savior and Lord, life begins all over again. There is a newness about life which can be likened only to a new birth.
2.15.6.1. Q: Have you been born-again?
2.15.6.2. “I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again(born from above).” (Jn.3:3)

2.16. (7) Justified – declared righteous.
2.16.1. Let your repentance be as wide spread as your sin! (Spurgeon)
2.16.2. 2 men were caught stealing sheep. An “S” was placed on their foreheads. 1 man left town, the other stayed. Later the people forgot what the “S” was for…one remarked, “I think for saint!”

2.17. THE WORKING MAN! (8)
2.18. A major theme in this short letter is good works. 

2.19. Works! - He wants us to: 
2.19.1. Be a pattern(example) of good works(2:7)
2.19.2. Be zealous(passionate) for good works(2:14)
2.19.3. Be ready for every good work(3:1)
2.19.4. Be careful to maintain good works(3:8) [it profits everyone]
2.19.5. Learn to maintain good works(3:14)
2.19.6. Mt.5:16 “Let your light so shine before men, ﻿﻿that they may see your good works and ﻿﻿glorify your Father in heaven.”
2.20. In a tenement district in New York City, a boy in ragged clothes was seen with a small piece of broken mirror in his hand. Holding it high in the air he moved it slowly back and forth, watching the narrow slit of a window above him as he did so. "What are you doing?" a man suddenly demanded as he shook the youngster roughly by the shoulder. "Like most boys in this neighborhood, you're probably up to some mischief, aren't you?" The boy looked up into the stern face of his accuser and said, "See that window up there? Well, I have a little brother who has a room on that floor. He's a cripple. The only sunlight he ever sees is what I shine up to him with my mirror!"
2.20.1. Again this is another way we are able to make “the doctrine of God attractive!” (2:10)

2.21. Faith & Works – is like inhaling & exhaling. [Billy Graham]
2.21.1. Christians must have both! - You can’t have one w/o the other!
2.22. THE DIVISIVE MAN! (9-11)
2.23. (9) Life is too short! – If you’re busy for the Lord, you do not have time for useless arguments.

2.24. There is a danger that a man may think himself religious because he discusses religious questions. 
2.24.1. It is much easier to discuss theological questions than to be kind and considerate and helpful at home, or efficient and diligent and honest at work.

2.25. Ask? Does this discussion promote knowledge more than love?
2.25.1. These are questions where Scripture is silent; on mysteries which belong to God alone; upon prophecies of doubtful interpretation; wise men will avoid them!
2.25.2. Our business is neither to ask nor answer foolish questions, but to avoid them altogether!

2.26. (9,10) Avoid; then warn(admonition) twice; then reject.

2.27. (11) warped(this person has been & remains off track{car wash}); sinning(present-tense verb, he willfully continues in sin); self condemned(he refuses to heed counsel, which amounts to his own condemnation of himself).

2.28. Find yourself too occupied with profitable business(good works) to take any interest in unworthy, contentious, and needless strivings.

2.29. THE FRUITFUL MAN! (12-15)
2.30. (12) Paul would send others(Artemas & Tychicus) to relieve Titus, so he could travel to Nicopolis to meet him for the winter. [on the Adriatic coast of Greece]

2.31. (13) Supply the need of traveling missionaries.

2.32. (14) Meet urgent needs! (Those devastated from Hurricane Katrina)
2.32.1. Be apart!

2.33. (15) Grace be with you all – We are saved by grace, sustained by grace, & we enter into our inheritance by grace!


2.34. Prayer: Lord, we believe in Your Book, your blood, & the blessed hope.
When H. M. Stanley went to Africa in 1871 to find and report on David Livingstone, he spent several months in the missionary's company, carefully observing the man and his work. Livingstone never spoke to Stanley about spiritual matters, but Livingstone's loving and patient compassion for the African people was beyond Stanley's comprehension. He could not understand how the missionary could have such love for and patience with the backward, pagan people among whom he had so long ministered. Livingstone literally spent himself in untiring service for those whom he had no reason to love except for Christ's sake. Stanley wrote in his journal, "When I saw that unwearied patience, that unflagging zeal, and those enlightened sons of Africa, I became a Christian at his side, though he never spoke to me one word."
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