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“Drifting!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Congratulations to our M.P.D. 10 yr. anniversary & dedication of their new building. {Ps.127:1 “Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain.”} Pray for our officers!

1.2. One Summed up the task of preaching as follows: “The job of the preacher is to comfort the afflicted, & afflict the comfortable!”
1.2.1. I’ll let you pick which category you’re in this morning!

2. DRIFTING! (1-4)
2.1. (1) 2 nautical terms here: 
2.1.1. “earnest heed” = bringing a ship to land!
2.1.2. “drift away” = used of a ship drifting away.
2.2. “lest we drift away” – “People seldom lose their religion by a blowout …it is usually a slow leak!”
2.2.1. Drifting is not intentional! – Comes from inattention & carelessness. 
2.2.1.1. It happens quietly, no friction, no dramatic sense of departure.
2.2.1.2. Winds of trouble blow into your life, the things of Christ are left behind…then pretty soon…they are out of sight!
2.2.1.3. Q: How are your moorings in Christ?(cables/ropes)
2.2.2. Some people who never consider walking in darkness sure enjoy a little stroll in the shade. 

2.2.3. Samson was asleep when he lost his strength.
2.2.4. Still water and still religion freeze the quickest.
2.2.5. It’s also scary to realize that most of the people who failed in Scriptures failed in the second half of their lives.

2.2.6. Q: How many people have you met that left Christianity because they logically reasoned it through, & found it full of holes & faulty! – I think “most” simply drifted away!
2.2.6.1. What causes that? Not giving careful attention to the Word of God! 

2.2.7. Robertson McQuilkin in his book “Let Me Get Home Before Dark” prays for himself, “I fear the Dark Specter may come too soon – or do I mean, too late?” That I should end before I finish or finish, but not well. That I should stain your honor, shame your name, grieve your loving heart. Few, they tell me, finish well…Lord, let me get home before dark.”

2.2.8. Q: Have you drifted away from your early faith? Or from your fidelity to God? Consistent reading? Serious & passionate prayer times? Church attendance? Giving? Fellowship? Communion? Witnessing?

2.3. (2-4) If the Law brought by the angels was proven steadfast & brought chastisement; “how much more” the gospel which was [1] Brought by Jesus(better then the angels) [2] Confirmed by the apostles [3] & Witnessed by the Father.

3. I HAVE DOMINION! (5-9)
3.1. (5) Angels will not rule the world to come…then who will? Man! (redeemed man & woman).
3.2. (6-8) Man “seems” even smaller & insignificant when we read the verse before it in Psalm 8 “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, what is man…”
3.2.1. (6b & 7a) Man’s position? – We are “lower for a time” because of our physical body. [Thus we are limited because of our body, & have less power; but man is not lower spiritually, or in importance]
3.2.2. (7b) Man’s honor? – Adam & Eve were King & Queen or original creation!
3.2.3. (7c & 8a) Man’s authority? – Man was given rule over the world.
3.2.3.1. Gen.1:28 “…Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.”

3.2.4. (8b) “He put all…He left nothing that isn’t…”
3.2.4.1. He wants you to take exception…say, “wait a minute!”
3.2.5. (8c) Then he answers it will it was God’s original intention, man blew it, but one day…one day!
3.2.5.1. We don’t see all things put under him yet do we…Hardly!
3.2.5.2. I can’t even get one gopher in subjection in my front yard!
3.2.5.3. I spray for the smallest of insects, “ants”, every other week…“I can’t even claim dominion over them”.
3.2.5.4. The only way we can achieve dominion over the animal world is by intimidation, “Obey me or I’ll eat you or wear you!” (Hughes)

3.3. (9) I love this transition: “we do not yet see…” “But we see Jesus!”
3.3.1. Psalm 8 has its ultimate fulfillment in Christ! – from the generic “son of man”(man), to “The Son of man”(Jesus)at Christ’s advent!
3.3.2. Jesus was made for a little while lower(while in His humanity)
3.3.3. Now crowned in glory & honor!
3.3.4. Oh I can’t see “little ol’ Brian” with all things put under my feet & crowned w/glory & honor! – but for now, “I see Jesus…!” (
4. CAPTAIN JESUS! (10-18)
4.1. (10) Some thought(& think) the concept of a “suffering-Savior-God” as a completely unacceptable & even inappropriate way, to regard God!
4.1.1. Thus Paul said, “but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness,” (1 Cor.1:23)
4.1.2. Here, the author writes “it WAS fitting”!
4.1.3. Note: vs.10 is the key for the rest of the verses!
4.1.4. Alexander Maclaren, “Creation was done with a word & voila, there it was & is! - But His speech wasn’t enough to effect salvation. It took not a word but the word – His Son incarnate who was humiliated, suffered, died, resurrected, ascended & is in session at the right hand of God...”


4.2. (10b) Captain of their salvation! (many translations: leader, author, founder, hero, captain, champion, & pioneer)
4.2.1. In Gk. Writings it was used of a “hero” who founded a city, gave its name, & became its guardian.
4.2.1.1. Messianic name that was prophesied of the Christ “Mighty God”(Is.9:6) = El Gibbor (Lit.)“mighty hero God”.

4.2.2. Also used as the “head” of a family: or a “founder” of a philosophic school.

4.2.3. The term also had a distinct military connotation referring to a commander of an army who went ahead of his men & blazed the trail for them. {The idea here is of a leader who opens up a new way!}


4.2.4. Think of a pioneer who blazed the trail of salvation that we can now follow!
4.2.4.1. Randy Harvey(Missionary to Kosovo/Marine 21 years), “You never put your leader up front…the lead man is most vulnerable!”
4.2.4.2. Jesus did exactly that, He knowingly & willingly became the lead man, & took the bullet that we might be spared!

4.2.5. Lewis Bayly (1 of John Bunyan’s 2 favorite writers) shared in an imaginary dialogue between a redeemed soul & Christ: Read Quote! (Hughes pg.66,67)

4.3. (11) “all of one”? – shared humanity(out of one man Adam)!
4.3.1. “not ashamed to call us brethren”? – Even after vs.3a?
4.3.1.1. He’s even proud of that fact folks! {not like a time when you’ve been embarrassed to introduce a family member or friend to someone!}
4.3.1.1.1. Mical reminded me last vacation I introduced her to someone as my wife!!! (how embarrassing)
4.4. (12) Ps.22 – Background: Christ speaking “my God my God…” & then detailing the crucifixion.
4.4.1. Then in vs.22 He is triumphantly declaring to the Father…(2:12)
4.4.2. “I will sing praise to you” - Note: Jesus is truly the head Worship Leader(or as Doug always said, the Lead Worshiper)!
4.4.2.1. “Christ leads our praise & is the chief Conductor of our hymns”. (John Calvin)

4.5. (13a) Turn to Is.8:17b – Is.8 is packed carefully in between 2 other famous Messianic chapters {ch.7 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” & ch.9 “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;”}
4.5.1. You also can’t touch Ch.8 w/o getting “Messianic Ink” all over your fingers!
4.5.2. So what is He saying by, “I will put my trust in Him”? – While undergoing persecution in the flesh Jesus depended on God!
4.5.3. If you are suffering/he suffered; If you are weak/so was He; You must depend on God/so did He…100%!
4.6. (13b) Originally speaking of Isaiah & his 2 sons.
4.6.1. But Isaiah also goes on to say that he & his boys were for “signs” in Israel! (see 8:1[signifying the speedy removal of Syria & Israel from Judah] & 7:3[expressed confidence “a remnant will return”])
4.6.1.1. Oh, & Isaiah means “Yahweh is Salvation!” – So Isaiah says, here we are the 3 of us, signs & symbols of a future!!!

4.6.2. We are not redeemed “units”, but redeemed “sons”!
4.7. (14,15) Q: Did Satan ever have the power of death? (I say no!)
4.7.1. He surely didn’t in Job 1:12 “Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” 
4.7.2. Rev.1:18 “I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.”
4.7.3. I believe there is a big difference between the power to kill & the power of death!
4.7.3.1. Death itself is a power. It once was foreign to human nature(pre-fall) but now it reigns over it.
4.7.4. I believe the writer meant that Satan uses people’s fear of death to enslave them to his will! (in that sense had “power” of death)
4.7.5. (JFB) “The author of sin is the author of its consequences. - Gods law makes death the executioner of sin, & man Satan’s lawful captive. Jesus, by dying, has made the dying His own, & taken the prey from the mighty!” 

4.8. (15) Fear of death is real & universal as Mike Mason suggests, “like the unfolding of a murder mystery in which we ourselves turn out to be the victim.”
4.8.1. Death is feared because? Of pain; separation from love ones; fear of the unknown; fear of non-being; fear of everlasting punishment.
4.8.2. Besides having to deal with the 1st 2, Christians do not need to fear death!
4.8.3. I officiated a memorial yesterday of one of our elderly saints that was “released” many years ago…Helen(Sally Elliot’s mom)…what a saint, what a legacy!

4.9. (16-18) Another way to keep them from “drifting” was to keep them anchored! (see 6:19 Jesus/high priest)

4.10. Propitiation? – To explain man being reconciled to God we use 2 words, Expiation & Propitiation.
4.10.1. Propitiation emphasizes the appeasement of God’s wrath and justice. [averting the wrath of God]
4.10.2. Expiation emphasizes the removal of guilt(covering over) through a payment of the penalty.
4.10.3. Thus, the holiness of God is satisfied! 
4.11. I believe I was merciful & compassionate when Kelly gave birth to our children! - But how much more compassionate & merciful would I have been if I first had to experience giving birth…in every way? (in body, in hormones, in child birth!)
4.11.1. Oh, precious Jesus! – made in every way like man! And thus, “mercifull, has suffered, able to aid us!”
4.12. Q: Have you been drifting away? - A man  had a fine canary whose song was unusually beautiful. During the summer, it seemed a shame to keep the bird inside the house all the time. So the owner placed the cage in a nearby tree for the bird to enjoy the sunshine and the fresh air. Many sparrows frequented the tree and were attracted to the cage. At first the canary was frightened, but soon enjoyed his companions. But gradually and almost imperceptibly he lost the sweetness of the song. By the end of the summer his "singing" was little more than the twitter of the sparrows. Spending his summer in the wrong environment caused the canary to lose his finest song.
� Expositions of Holy Scripture; pg.237,238.
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