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  9-1-02
“Milk to Meat!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Q: How is your spiritual progress? Are you still moving ahead? A British commuter got on a train in London and told the conductor he wanted to get off at Doncaster(dòng¹ke-ster). "We don't stop at Doncaster on Wednesday," the conductor said, "but we slow down to go through the junction. I'll open the doors and you hop off. But, mind you, we're going fast, so hit the ground running." The man did as he was told. The train slowed. He jumped off and hit the ground running. He was running so fast he caught up with the car ahead. Another conductor saw him, opened the door, and pulled him in. "You're mighty lucky," he said. "This train doesn't stop at Doncaster on Wednesdays."
1.1.1. Once we are on the “Gospel Train”…there’s no gettin’ off, there’s no slowin’ down! (but so many do? ()
1.1.2. At the end of our study this morning we are going to take a survey of our own Spiritual Progress!
2. A PRIESTS QUALIFICATIONS! (1-4)
2.1. (2,3) Have compassion on = (Lit. Gk. “to feel in due measure”); To deal gently with(NASB/NIV). To have feelings in the right measure(LKGNT).
2.1.1. Aristotle(384-322 B.C.) the famed Greek philosopher(A pupil of Plato, the tutor of Alexander the Great) used this Greek word 3 centuries earlier in the sense of moderating one’s feelings or passions to avoid excess either of enthusiasm or impassivity. 
2.1.2. The priest was not to pass over the sin of his fellow man w/o any regard at all; however, he was not to allow himself to be caught up in his passion & pity for the sinner but he is rather to have a controlled feeling of sympathy.


2.1.3. Application - I think this is very important in counseling!
2.1.3.1. “Calloused” vs. “too emotional to give right advice!”
2.1.3.2. Also, in Raising Children.
2.1.3.3. Also, in Making Decisions.
2.1.3.4. Q: Do you have feelings in the right measure? 

2.2. (4) The author may have been referring to those who were not descendants of Aaron but had been elevated to it by Herod the Great. Such men, who were approved by the state, were not approved by God!

2.3. So here we have the qualifications of a priest:
2.3.1. [1a] He must be human! – “taken from among men” – since he is appointed to represent them, before God.
2.3.2. [1b] He offered gifts & sacrifices for sins! – This helps to take care of the “alienation” created by sin.
2.3.3. [2,3] He must deal gently w/ignorant & those going astray! - & can do so because of his own weaknesses & sin.
2.3.4. [4] He must be appointed by God! – You couldn’t make yourself priest.

2.3.5. Pastorally, this should be just as true today!
2.3.5.1. One young pastor told Kent Hughes of his ideal situation, “a book-lined study connected by a tunnel to the chancel, where he could emerge once a week to preach &, having delivered his oracle, retire from the people to his books for the following week.”
2.3.6. That’s as foolish as someone wanting the position as a shepherd … as long as it didn’t have anything to do with sheep!
2.3.7. How sad, many today hold the office of pastor w/that mind-set.
2.3.7.1. “Feed my lambs, Tend my sheep, Feed my sheep!”(last)
2.3.8. Jesus of course fulfilled each of those 4 qualifications! (see 5-10)
3. A PRIEST FOREVER! (5-10)
3.1. (5) He deals with that 4th requirement 1st…he was God appointed!
3.1.1. Who would it be? “My Son”!
3.2. (6) The 2nd requirement(gifts & sacrifices) isn’t dealt with here probably because of the detail that’s given in ch’s 8 & 9(see 8:3).
3.3. (7) The 3rd(to feel his own weakness & sins) are described in vs.7,8. 
3.3.1. Weakness (in Gethsemane(oil-press); Sin(not His) (but “the world’s” on the cross!
3.3.2. He was heard? – Luke tells us that in Gethsemane, when he prayed 3 times for the cup to pass, before the 3rd prayer an angel was sent to strengthen Him(thus the Father answered, not by taking away the cup, but by helping Him to endure the cup!).
3.3.2.1. Q: Brothers & sisters will he respond to your prayers any different?
3.4. The 1st requirement(He must be human)is also found in vs.7a(days of His flesh!).

3.5. (8) “He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.”
3.5.1. Q: What was the result of Christ’s suffering? (He learned obedience)

3.5.2. Q: What does he mean by this? (It doesn’t mean He was a disobedient Son! But in His suffering He learned the full meaning & cost of his obedience!)

3.5.3. Q: How does this help “you” to take a positive attitude toward suffering? (You’ll learn obedience!)
3.6. (9) “But, not to one more! – No soul that refuses to obey Christ shall have any part or lot in this matter!” (Spurgeon)

3.7. (10) Being from the tribe of Judah, Jesus could not serve as priest on earth(Aaron/tribe of Levi); but He can serve as priest in heaven(According to the order of Melchizedek) & He is today for you believers!
3.7.1. The 3 different office were: 
3.7.2. Prophet – Speaks to the people for God.
3.7.3. Priest – Speaks to God for the people.
3.7.4. King – Ruled over the people but is himself ruled by God.
3.7.5. Of course Jesus fulfilled all 3 offices! (munis triplex)

3.8. More on Melchizedek in ch.7. – For now remember that in Gen.14 he was both King of Salem, & Priest of God Most High!
4. SPIRITUAL IMMATURITY! (11-14)
4.1. Q: Which of your kids was the thumb or knuckle sucker? Or, was bound to “Mr. Binkey”? Or, inseparable from Mr. Blankey?
Q: Do you remember what it took to separate them from it?

4.1.1. Besides those few situations, usually kids are anxious to grow up! 
4.1.1.1. When you’re 4 or 5 years old you don’t want to be called a “baby!”
4.1.1.2. When you’re at Magic Mountain you don’t want to be 1” under that line! {1975 8th grade graduation, I was 2nd shortest in my class. I found out Chucky Armenta was getting platforms for graduation, I didin’t want to be last in line...I talked mom into getting me some 2” platforms! Oh yea!}
4.1.1.3. The years out of High School, you desperately want to be respected as an adult!

4.2. Vs.11-13 describe their immature state; vs.14 shows them what they should be; & 6:1-3 tells them how to get there!(we’ll do next week)
4.2.1. The author is using terms of human development to describe the readers’ development in faith!
4.3. THERE IMMATURE STATE!
4.4. (11) Dull = Slow, sluggish. {opp. of “keen of mind”, “sharp”!}
4.4.1. Spiritually, “Their ladders didn’t reach the top!” - “Their lights were on but nobody was home!” - “They were a few French-fries short of a happy meal!”

4.4.2. (LKGNT) The word was also used of the numbed limbs of a sick lion.
4.4.3. Notice they “became” dull. It didn’t start that way!
4.4.3.1. When you 1st got saved, you’re excited to learn of these new fresh truths; you’re intensely attentive;& probably took notes.

4.4.3.2. Did you know that one of the curious by-products of the Great Awaking was a sudden interest in shorthand!…said F.R.Weber in “History of Preaching in Britain & America”.

4.4.3.3. 9 times out of 10 you’ll see me take note when I listen to anybody teach! It’s a great habit to get into!

4.4.4. After the “newness” died down, so did their listening!

4.4.5. (Spurgeon) “Off go the wonder-hunters! Folly brought them; folly removes them. Babies must have new toys.”


4.5. (12) Teachers – Not nec. Literally, not a “prof of theology”. It meant to have a grasp of a subject.

4.6. First Principles – has a variety of meanings:
In grammar this meant the letters of the alphabet(the ABC’s). 
In Physics it means the 4 basic elements of which the world is composed. In Geometry it means the elements of proof like the point & the straight line. 
In Philosophy it means the 1st elementary principles w/which the students begin.
4.6.1. Alistair Begg says, “The plain things are the main things, & the main things are the plain things!”

4.6.2. So his complaint is that his hearers have been Christians for many years & are still babes & no nearer maturity.

4.6.3. He is face to face w/a problem that faces the church in every generation, that of the Christian who refuses to grow up!

4.6.4. (www) “The ABC’s of the Christian life are important, but they must be a launching pad & not a parking lot!”

4.7. (13) Unskilled – It describes a person who lacks experience, is untried, or ignorant.
4.8. He is a babe – i.e. not able to speak or talk, an infant!
4.9. WHAT THEY SHOULD BE!
4.10. (14) By reason of use(or practice) – Speaking not of the process but of the “results”!
4.10.1. Senses = spiritual sensitivity!
4.10.2. Exercise – to train by exercise.
4.10.2.1. No exercise = atrophy! (my arm)
4.10.2.2. Spiritual atrophy works the same! – “Use it or loose it!”
4.10.3. Discern – making a judgment between 2 things.
4.11. Some Christians refuse to grow up in knowledge, & refuse to grow up in behavior!
4.11.1. Don’t be like the surgeon who refuses to use any “new techniques” or “new equipment”!

4.11.2. Don’t be like the physicain who refuses to use any “new drugs” on the market. They say, “What I used 50 yrs. ago is good enough for me!”

4.11.3. Q: Do you work in a progressing trade/business? – Most do!(usually no growth, or no change = eventual death in business)

4.11.4. In religious things it is even worse. Why? “Because God is infinite; the riches of God are unsearchable; & to the end of the day we should be moving forward!”


4.11.5. Nothing worse then an adult sulking, or throwing a temper tantrum or pouting.

4.11.6. Jesus said to be child-like but not child-ish!
4.11.7. God isn’t interested in our success. He is interested in our maturity.
4.11.8. Eph.4:14,15(NIV) “Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.”

4.12. Don’t walk away sad if this is speaking to you baby saint! (“Don’t cry over spilt milk!”) – Dig again & dig deeper!
4.12.1. Like the well driller who found water at 95 feet but insisted he ought to drill deeper because there was not enough water. He found water again at 120 feet. He was not satisfied and wanted to drill deeper. There was plenty of water at 120 feet, but it was not pure enough. He drilled deeper still until he found water that was both abundant and pure. Are our lives too shallow? 
4.12.2. Let’s commit to going deeper…going farther!

4.13. Poem: God’s desire for our growth!
I 1st Nursed on the Knowledge of His Love. 
Then I grew to Gum all of his Goodness. 
I Slurped up his Sufficiency.
Next I Teethed on Trusting Him. 
I then could Chew up His Charity. 
And now, am able to Tear into His Truths,
And Devour His Deepest Doctrines!

4.14. End: There are fifty-six steps leading up to the Lincoln Memorial - one for each year of Lincoln's life. Is each year of your life a step leading to higher ground?
4.14.1. You’re only as Holy as you want to be!
� LKGNT


� William Barclay; pg.51





