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        9-8-02
“No 2nd chance…for who?”

1. Intro:
1.1. Lobsters have to leave their shells in order to grow(molting – about 10 x’s a yr). They need the shell to protect them from being torn apart, yet when they grow, the old shell must be abandoned. If they did not abandon it, the old shell would soon become their prison--and finally their casket. - The tricky part for the lobster is the brief period of time between when the old shell is discarded and the new one is formed. During that terribly vulnerable period, the transition must be scary to the lobster. Hungry schools of fish are ready to make them a part of their food chain. For awhile at least, that old shell must look pretty good. 
We are not so different from lobsters. To change and grow, we must sometimes shed our shells(maybe a structure, a framework)we've depended on. Discipleship means being so committed to Christ that when he bids us to follow, we will change, risk, grow, and leave our "shells" behind.


2. LET’S GO! (1-3)
2.1. We said last week “the ABC’s of the Christian life are important, but they must be a launching pad & not a parking lot!” (www)
2.1.1. The writers fear?…They/We would be “dull of hearing”(5:11) & “sluggish”(6:12)! 
2.2. (1a) Leaving – Not to despise or abandon the elementary doctrines. 
2.2.1. The point is that the beginning is not a stopping place; it is the door to progress & the spring board to achievement. (LKGNT)
2.2.2. I picture the little boy in T-Ball so content to making it to 1st base, & never wanting to leave the bag. (The coach yells, go to 2nd!)
2.2.2.1. Today our coach from heaven yells “take 2nd”! 
2.2.2.2. Q: What’s keeping you on 1st Christian?

2.3. Wanted: Spiritual Growth!
2.3.1. I've read that Michelangelo, the great sculptor and painter, was pushing a heavy rock up a small incline to his work area so that he could do some sculpting. A neighbor watched him for over an hour as he worked to get this rock in place. Finally he asked, "Michelangelo, why do you labor so hard over that ugly, heavy piece of rock?" Michelangelo said, "Because there is an angel inside that wants to come out."
2.3.2. That’s why God continues to work with us saints, even w/all of our spiritual ugliness & imperfections.


2.3.3. Q: What do you want to be when you grow up(spiritually)?
2.3.4. Q: Are you in a “Rut, Rot, or Revival”?
2.4. (1b,2 ) Q: What were the elementary principles(a brilliant catechism), the basic teaching one had, before he was baptized & accepted into the early church?

2.5. 1st Soteriology!(Doc. of Salv.) “repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,”
2.5.1. Repentance from dead works = Turning away from the dead works of the Law, & from their fatal attempt of self-salvation!
2.5.2. Faith toward God – Repentance must be joined w/faith! Merely turning from dead works would accomplish nothing.
2.6. 2nd Pneumatology!(Doc. of the Spirit) “doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands,”
2.6.1. Baptisms = washings or cleansing rites. (I believe water bap & H.S. bap)
2.6.2. Laying on of hands – normally followed water baptism. 
2.6.2.1. Acts 8:16,17 “They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.”
2.6.2.2. Acts 19:5,6 “When they heard this(Johns Bap), they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied.”

2.7. 3rd Eschatology! (Doc. of End Times) “resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.”
2.7.1. Resurrection of the dead – Jesus is the resurrection! “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.” (Jn.11:25)
2.7.2. Eternal judgment - Jesus is the judge! “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 Cor.5:10)

2.8. (3) “And God permitting, we will do so.” (NIV) (do what? see 1a,… “We’ll leave off & go on!)
2.8.1. “The center of God's will is our only safety.”

3. NO 2ND CHANCE…FOR WHO? (4-6)
3.1. We now step onto a battlefield of a clash that has been warring for centuries.
3.1.1. Often times it has generated much heat, but little profit!
3.2. 3 MAIN OPTIONS! It is speaking of:
3.3. [Option #1] True Believers who apostatize! 
3.3.1. There are those who see this group as actual genuine Christians. – They believe God supplies grace to those who are trusting Him, but the ultimate perseverance of any believer depends on the cooperation of his own free will. 
3.3.1.1. Therefore, any Christian whatever his state, is capable of the apostasy & condemnation here described.

3.4. [Option #2] True Believers, but a Hypothetical situation!
3.4.1. It is taking the “what if” line of thought.
3.4.2. If salvation is Jesus alone, & one “tries” Christianity, then walks away, what else is there for them?...there is no hope!

3.5. [Option #3] Professing Believers who apostatize!
3.5.1. They are not true believers, only one’s who “appear” so.
3.6. 1st we must define “fall away”!
3.6.1. This is (parapesontas/Gk.). {NT.’s only occurrence}
3.6.2. It means apostasy. It doesn’t take place suddenly & unexpectedly. Rather, it is part of a gradual process, a decline that leads from unbelief to disobedience to apostasy.


3.6.2.1. When it takes place it leads to hardening of the heart, & the impossibility of repentance. 

3.6.2.2. The author gives examples of the Israelites showing the process of apostasy(3:18; 4:6,11).

3.6.3. Apostasy that rises from unbelief results in a hardening of the heart & an inability to repent.

3.6.4. There is a big difference from “falling away” & “falling into sin”!
3.6.4.1. Judas fell away(apostasy); Peter fell into sin(backslid)!
3.6.5. Apostasy = “the person who deliberately & completely abandons the Christian faith.” (John Owen)

3.7. [1] True Believers who apostatize! 
3.7.1. I reject this wholeheartedly!
3.7.2. Argument against: I believe in the internal consistency & coherency in the bible. {Scripture must interpret Scripture!}

3.7.3. Consistently throughout scripture those who are genuinely Christ’s do not fall away into apostasy. – Thus Paul says, “being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work in you will complete it(will carry it on to completion/NIV) until the day of Jesus Christ;” (Phil.1:6)

3.7.4. For I am persuaded that neither death nor life,…shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Rom.8:38,39)
3.7.5. Scripture asserts, “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,… these He also called;…these He also justified;…these He also glorified.” (Rom.8:29,30)
3.7.6. Peter said believers are given, “an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” (1 Pet.1:4,5)
3.7.7. Paul said, “for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.” (2 Tim.1:12)
3.7.8. Scripture declares that true believers are “sealed for the day of redemption.” (Eph.4:30)
3.7.9. John says apostates were never true members, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.” (1 Jn.2:19)
3.7.10. Again & again Scripture says we can have “eternal life”! 
Q: What kind of eternity would that be which could be brought to an end in our own life span? 
3.7.11. And lastly my favorite…Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.” (John 10:27,28)

3.8.  [2] True Believers, but a Hypothetical situation!
3.8.1. “It’s not an affirmation that any had actually fallen away, or that they would.” (Barnes)
3.8.1.1. But suppose they could…It’s over! - God does not have some other cure for sin when Calvary is rejected!
3.8.1.2. i.e. If one falls off a very tall building, it would be impossible to save him.
3.8.1.3. This is the “ad hom·i·nem” argument(not being abusive to the individual) but it is also used referring to the “reduxeo ad absurdum”(It’s when you take their side & then show them there absurdity of their argument)

3.8.2. This is a positive declaration, “it is impossible(not very difficult, not kind of hard)but utterly unachievable to fall away & be renewed again.”
3.8.2.1. If a Christian fall from grace, he must perish! – He never could be saved! - Why not? – The crime would be so great!
3.8.2.2. There is only one way to salvation, having tried that, & then renouncing it, how could they be saved?

3.8.2.3. He is like the drowning man. If there was but one plank by which he could be saved, & he should get on that plank, & then push it away & plunge into the deep, he must die!
3.8.2.4. He is like the sick man. Who had the one kind of medicine that could restore him to health. If he should deliberately throw it away, he must die!
3.8.2.5. So in religion. There is but one way of salvation. If a man rejects that, he must perish!

3.9. [3] Professing Believers who apostatize!
3.9.1. “Consistently throughout Scripture those who are genuinely Christ’s do not fall away into apostasy.”


3.9.2. D.L.Moody was once approached by a stumbling drunk on the street who slurred, “Mr. Moody, I’m one of your converts.” To which Moody replied, “You must be, because you’re certainly not one of the Lord’s!”

3.10. 1st this is what the writer of Heb. has already referred to in ch.’s 3 & 4. 

3.11. 2nd “enlightened, shared, & tasted” corresponds w/the privileged experience of the children of Israel in the wilderness. 
3.11.1.1. As part of the covenant community, the fallen Israelites placed the blood on the doorposts, ate the Passover lamb, miraculously crossed he Red Sea, observed the pillar of cloud by day & fire by night, tasted the miraculous waters at Marah, daily ate manna, & heard the voice of God at Sinai, but their hearts were hardened by unbelief, & they fell away from the living God.
  

3.12. 3rd Once enlightened – Jn.1:9 “That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.”
3.12.1.1. Tasted the heavenly gift – We are to taste & see the Lord is good. But then we must ingest him fully…“Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”
3.12.1.2. They might have been catechized, baptized, & partaken in communion(thus tasting of the heavenly gift)these are all “acts” that any unbeliever could do.

3.12.1.3. Partakers of the H.S. – Sharing in the H.S. implies that this is done in fellowship w/other believers(emphasis on “shared”).

3.12.1.4. Tasted the good Word of God – King Herod enjoyed listening to John the Baptist preach(Mark 6:20).
3.12.1.5. Tasted the Powers of the age to come – These mentioned here experienced “signs, wonders, & various miracles” just as there counterparts”(2:4). They even experienced the raising of Lazarus, Jesus, the dumb given voice, the blind sight. 

3.12.2. Q: How does one experience all of this & not be regenerated?
3.12.2.1. Let’s ask Judas! - Jesus knew his heart from the beginning, but he fooled the disciples to the last!
3.12.2.2. Wiersbe said, “That if Judas died before the betrayal, Peter would have preached him right into heaven!”

3.13. 4th Note, the verses preceding(1-3) & following(9-12) vs.4-8 use the 1st & 2nd person plural pronouns(we & you). 
3.13.1. But here in vs.4-6 the 3rd person plural pronouns those & they occur.

3.14. Q: So why is it “impossible” for them to repent? Because it is the “Unpardonable sin”(Mt.12) which is the calculated refusal of the Spirit’s witness.
3.14.1. Read - 2 Pet.2:20-22 
3.14.1.1. They have “known” the way but not “owned” the way!
3.14.1.2. They had “professing knowledge”, “intellectual knowledge”.
3.14.1.3. They were “professors”, but not “possessors”!
3.14.1.4. They seemed to have experienced salvation, but in due time they drifted back to the life that suited their nature!
3.15. Here this folks, for those who think that they’ve committed this unpardonable sin…If you’re concerned about it that indicates you have not committed it & that you are still capable of repentance!

4. RECEIVED OR REJECTED! (7,8)
4.1. An illustration from nature drives home the point.
4.2. (vs.7) The healthy Christian bears herbs for its farmer(fruit)! (vs.8) The apostate bear thorns & thistles(no fruit). (vs.7) The healthy Christian receives blessings from God! (vs.8) The apostate is near to be cursed, & whose end is burned.
4.3. A refusal to progress in the Christian life(vs.1) leads logically to retrogression, of which the ultimate end may be apostasy.
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