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9-13-02
“A Faith that Works!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Beth Frobisher is our Elementary Principle, & as she sat in 3rd service last week she turned to Lorrie Powell(& causing quite a ruckus I might add) said, “she felt a little slighted that Elementary principles are to be left behind!” (see 6:1)

1.2. One of the greatest enemies of perseverance is sloth or laziness!
1.2.1. When they were grading the lower campus they uncovered a 3-toed sloth on our property!
1.2.2. Regarding the speed of animals: A Cheetah can do 70mph; A grizzly bear 30mph; & our Mr. Sloth is found between the giant tortoise(.17mph) & the garden snail(.03) at a whopping .15mph!
1.2.3. The writer to the Hebrews warned them from imitating that type behavior!
1.2.4. Martin Luther said, “If I rest, I rust.”

2. A FAITH THAT WORKS! (9-12)
2.1. (9) After addressing the possibility of apostasy, the writer assures his “beloved”(9) readers that he is confident they weren’t in that condition, & would progress.

2.2. Things that accompany salvation – Like what? 
2.2.1. Works! (context of the next 3 verses)
2.2.2. James says, “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can(such)faith save him?”…“Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”…“Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”…“ For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.” (2:14,17, 18, 26)

2.2.3. Eph.2:8-10 “For by grace you have been saved through faith…not of works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works…”

2.3. (10) Toward his name – Meaning they weren’t worried to come to the assistance of their brethren, & thus identify themselves w/the “stigma” attached to the name of Jesus.
2.3.1. Minister – both words = deacon
2.3.2. He says he’ll never forget!
2.4. (11) Here we find this truth again that is found many places in scripture…“The only reliable sign of regeneration is a faith that does not fail & continues to the end of life.”
2.4.1. It may at times falter & grow dim as it faces various trials & pressures, but it cannot be wholly abandoned, for Jesus has promised, “I give them eternal life, & they shall not perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.” 

2.4.2. As it has been said, “If your faith fizzles before you finish, it’s because it was faulty from the First!”

2.5. (12) Maturity is not automatic!
2.6. Sluggish - In house fires, smoke inhalation is just as fatal as the flames themselves. – And so w/sin, you may fight off flaming vices, yet die from the inhalation of idleness, or the smoke of slothfulness. 
2.6.1. We need to be saved from the smoke as well as from the flame!
2.7. Faith & Patience –
2.8. An old village blacksmith once said, “There is one thing I fear: being thrown onto the scrap heap. You see, in order to strengthen a piece of steel, I must 1st temper it. I heat it, hammer it, & then quickly plunge it into a bucket of cold water. Very soon I know whether it will accept the tempering process or simply fall to pieces. If, after 1 or 2 tests, I see it will not allow itself to be tempered, I throw it onto the scrap heap, only later to sell it to the junkman for a few cents per pound. “I realize the Lord tests me in the same way : through fire, water, & heavy blows of His hammer. If I am unwilling to w/stand the test, or prove to be unfit for his tempering process, I am afraid He may throw me onto the scrap heap.”

2.8.1. When the difficulties in your life are hottest, stand still, for later on…it produces a harvest of blessings(Heb.12:11).

2.8.2. Then we will be able to say w/Job, “When He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold.”

2.8.3. It requires 11 tons of pressure on a piano’s strings for it to be tuned. And God will tune you to perfect harmony w/heaven’s theme, if you will stand the strain!

2.9. It was Bishop Hugh Latimer who said that a drop of rain made a hole in a stone, not by violence but by continually falling. 
So we need patience and perseverance.


3. ABRAHAM THE ROLE MODEL! (13-15)
3.1. Who should we imitate?…well here’s one example!...Abraham.
3.1.1. But before we talk about him, understand there are many others who could be our example also. 
3.1.2. Matter of fact we’ll meet many of them in ch.11. 
3.1.3. For now be reminded, “You are not the 1st down any of life’s roads!” 
3.1.4. Others braved the dangers & endured the tribulations before you…& they won through! {show Martyrs Mirror book}
3.1.5. So go forward saint…the trail has been blazed!

3.2. (13,14) Context of vs.13-15 is Gen.22:16,17 when Abraham was about to sacrifice Isaac. (read 22:10-19)
3.2.1. This was 1st promised to Abram back in Gen.12:2,3(in Haran). Then again in 12:6,7(in Shechem). And then renewed in 22:16,17 right after God stopped Abraham from almost sacrificing his son Isaac. 

3.3. Swore by Himself – indicates that He binds Himself to His Word by His eternal person. (It doesn’t get better than that folks!)
3.3.1. Courts make us swear an oath to tell the truth! For one reason, because we are untrustworthy & promise breakers.
3.3.2. Tell my fasting story???
3.4. (15) Patiently endured – Do the math with me!…When the 1st promise came Abraham was 75. When it came true he was 100…Q: “How long was he patient?”
3.4.1. Q: How many times has he made you wait 25 years? We are normally impatient to go 25 days…ok, 25 minutes…ok, 25 seconds.
3.5. Abraham’s faith flourished because it fastened upon 2 facets of God’s dealings w/him: God’s promise & God’s oath!
3.5.1. The ultimate fulfillment of this prophecy (“all the nations of the earth shall be blessed”) came in Jesus! 
3.5.2. Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad.”
4. JESUS, THE SOULS ANCHOR! (13-15)
4.1. (16) God, eager to convey to men & women of faith the total trustworthiness of His Word, condescended to the human practice of adding a solemn oath to the promise he had given.

4.1.1. God never had to do this! His promises are Yes & Amen!

4.2. (17) Determining – to purpose, or to will.
4.2.1. What a great statement of security! – Gods promise & God’s oath assure us that we are His, & God’s Character backs up His Words. 

4.2.2. Immutable – unchangeable. {This word belongs to the legal terminology of the time, & signifies a ruling or contract which is incapable of being set aside or annulled}

4.2.2.1. Here it indicates the irrevocability of God’s purpose, as expressed in the promise, & confirmed by the oath. 

4.3. (18) Lay hold – to hold fast, seize, to cling to.
4.4. Impossible to lie – because his whole nature is truthful.
4.5. (19) Instead of drifting(2:1) we are anchored heavenward, where Jesus ministers in the very presence of God, & that anchor WILL NOT FAIL!
4.5.1. Dr. Giles, an expert on Chinese history, tells us that anchors date back as early as 2000 bc, & was invented by Emperor Yu.


4.5.2. Anchors have been made from bags of sand or stone, also stone anchors, even large lead trunks.


4.5.3. Anchor – In the Gk. Hellenistic world it was the picture for hope. In the Roman world in symbolized wealth & commerce. To the early Christians it symbolized steadfastness, hope, & salvation.
4.5.3.1. Many picture of anchors have been found in the catacombs w/an inscription spes in Christo, “Hope in Christ!”

4.5.4. The Lord has a safe & secure harbor in which our soul can securely drop anchor. 


4.5.5. Jesus is an anchor that will hold “your life’s boat” steady, no matter how much tempest of trouble, or downpour of doubt may rage in your life! 
4.5.6. He can sustain & steady us when we are battered & beaten by life.
4.5.7. And He can do it “forever” since He’s not an Aaronic priest, but after the order of Melchizedek. 
4.5.8. Read the Hymn “We have an Anchor”.

4.6. Sure & Steadfast = safe & established.
4.6.1. “Anchors Aweigh!” is used when the anchor is raised off the bottom.
4.6.1.1. Today, Jesus says, “Anchors Aweigh” to every other weight that is holding you down to this world. 
4.6.1.2. He seeks to be your “only” anchor who will hold you sure & steadfast guaranteed!

4.7. (20) Forerunner – was an Sport-Utility-Chariot made by Toyota! (
4.7.1. This spoke of the men or troops which were sent to explore before the advance of an army.

4.7.2. Jesus was our forerunner, our trail blazer, our pioneer, our guide, our scout, our leader who opened up The Way!
4.7.3. If he was still using the harbor imagery maybe he recalls the role of some sailors who would leave their large ships in a smaller craft in order to carry the anchor forward to a place where it can be firmly lodged.

4.8. Putting all of these terms together I see the image of Jesus as the lead climber(forerunner) w/a mountain climbing team. 
4.8.1. He “goes ahead” & anchors the “pitons”(pee-tons = metal spike w/eye for rope) into the rock! 
4.8.2. At salvation we clipped our carabineer, onto His rope of salvation.
4.8.3. And we follow behind progressing onward & upward w/faith & patience. 
4.8.4. Faith = This is when He anchors to a place “out of our sight”!
4.8.4.1. {Picture up over the rock where you can’t see}
4.8.4.2. Jesus has gone 1st through the veil, into His Fathers presence, & though we don’t see it yet, we’re climbing close behind. 
4.8.5. Patience – you can’t be in a hurry when you’re climbing. Every step & grip better be calculated!
4.8.6. “We are anchored(w/His pitons) so we can make progress!”

4.9. End: Quote: Hughes pg.168,169 U.S. Naval Institute story.
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