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“The Mystery Man Melchizedek!”

1. Intro:
2. THE BETTER BLESSES THE LESSER! (1-10)
2.1. (1-3) Mystery Man Melchizedek!
2.1.1. Presently, Sept. 2002, President Bush is seeking to put together a coalition of nations to deal w/Saddam. 
2.1.1.1. Go back 20 centuries & that brings you back to the time of Christ…now go back 20 more centuries & we are at the time of Abram, where he helped repel an invasion of a great coalition of super powers of that day. 
2.1.1.2. Turn to Gen.14:8-24.
2.1.2. Melchizedek = King of Righteousness.
2.1.2.1. He is only named twice in the OT. (Gen.14 & Ps.110)
2.1.3. King of Salem – JeruSALEM (most believe)
2.1.4. Without father, mother, genealogy – Scripture is silent as to his ancestry & progeny…which is the authors point.
2.1.4.1. He obtained his position “not by genealogy”, but by Divine appointment. (thus not earthly credentials) [see 14:18 “the priest of God most high”]
2.1.5. He was both King & Priest. – This was forbidden by the Levitical priesthood! 
2.1.5.1. But as Jesus wasn’t from the tribe of Levi(vs.14, Judah instead) He could fulfill what the prophet Zechariah said(see 6:13)
2.1.5.2. Jesus thus fulfills both titles of Melchizedek. He is the King of Rt. & the King of Peace!
2.1.5.2.1. Ps.85:10 “Righteousness and peace have kissed.”
2.1.5.3. “The trouble for many is they want the peace without the Prince!”
2.1.5.4. Application - As King he can control circumstances around you; as Priest he can change attitudes w/in you.
2.1.6. He blessed Abram, refreshing & strengthening him w/bread & wine.
2.1.7. He was made like the Son of God – Some commentators see Melchizedek as a preincarnate appearance of Christ…this phrase seems to come against that. {some also see him to be Michael the Archangel} 

2.2. (4-10) Melchizedek Man!
2.2.1. (4) Greater than Abraham? – How? (4-ways)

2.2.2. [1] Though Levitical priests had also received tithes, their descent from Abraham marked their priesthood as less important than that of the one to whom Abraham tithed. (5,6)

2.2.3. [2] Abraham was blessed by Melchizedek at the time of their encounter…& normally the lesser is blessed by the greater. (7)
2.2.4. [3] Levitical priests all eventually die but, as Ps.110:4 says, the One who ministers in the order of Melchizedek lives forever. (8)
2.2.5. [4] An ancestor contains all his descendants w/in himself. Thus, Levi, great grandson of Abraham, actually also paid tithes to Melchizedek since he was at the time a part of Abraham’s reproductive system which will produce Isaac, Jacob & ultimately Levi. (9,10)
2.2.5.1. This seems strange to our Western individualistic mindset, but reflects the more accurate realization of the links between generations. 

2.2.6. (4) A tenth of the spoils – “the top of the heap”
2.2.6.1. Talk about tithing(10-percenting pre-law)!
2.2.7. (7) Abraham was the supreme blesser! All the rest of mankind were blessees!...Yet here he becomes the blessee!
3. ANOTHER PRIESTHOOD! (11-19)
3.1. (11-14) Insufficiency of One Priesthood!
3.2. The death & res. of Jesus introduced a new & permanent priesthood that brings the Levitical priesthood to an end, along with its Law.
3.2.1. Vs.11 let’s us know that the law was given to support the priesthood & not vice-versa.
3.2.2. The priesthood & the tabernacle w/its sacrifices were the means God employed to render the sinful people acceptable to Himself. 
3.2.3. Then the Law was given w/its sharp demands to awaken the people to their true condition…so that they might avail themselves of the sacrifices.
3.2.3.1. The Law was simply a schoolmaster to lead us to Christ!
3.2.3.2. Sir Philip Sidney wrote, "Laws are not made like ... nets to catch ... but rather like sea marks to guide."
3.2.4. This all must have been just appalling to the Jews listening, thus they would say to Stephen & Paul "for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and change the customs which Moses delivered to us." (Acts 6:14)

3.2.5. If perfection could have been achieved by the Law & Priesthood, then why would the prophecy of David come, regarding a “new priesthood”?

3.2.6. The Law was an excellent institution…the real problem was that man was sinful!
3.2.6.1. Mt.5:17 “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill.”

3.3. (15-19) Sufficiency of Melchizedek Priesthood!
3.4. Weak & unprofitable(useless) – How? 
3.4.1. Since it cannot cleanse from sin or provide power to obey.
3.5. A better hope is brought in to replace it which will do what the Law & the priesthood could not do…enable us to draw near to God!
3.5.1. Access was seen as the highest good! Access presupposes a right relationship. Access would mean acceptance before God & the forgiveness of sin. Access would also involve an exposure to the glory of his holiness.


3.5.2. Despite their(the Jews) longings, access was limited to God!
3.5.2.1. The Old Cov. made man keep his distance…the New Cov. brings man near!
3.5.3. This should motivate & encourage our access to God! – Our mild passion shames us when we think of the psalmists who wrote “better is one day in His courts then 1000’s spent elsewhere”!

3.6. There is a big difference of opinion regarding “Access” between the R.C. church & the Protestants!
3.6.1. The whole idea comes into play when we are asked, “why don’t you pray to Mary or to the saints?”
3.6.2. The line of reason goes, “If you wanted to give your friend a message or borrow something from him & he was busy, you could leave it with his mother & she would make sure he got the message. And, being his mother, could even add weight in making sure you get what you were asking for.”
3.6.2.1. There are many problems with this. – 1st Jesus is never too busy for us. - 2nd “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus.”
 - 3rd the better analogy is if you were the son/daughter of a President, & you had breakfast with him in the morning, then kissed him goodbye, & went off to school, anytime you wanted access your father throughout the day…I guarantee you could have access!
3.6.2.2. Once when Mical was very young, she waited in line to talk to me after service. I of course told her she never had to do that. 

4. A NEW PRIEST! (20-28)
4.1. (20-22) Pledged Priest!
4.1.1. Many things we buy today have on them a warranty or guarantee. It is the manufactures promise that the item sold will fulfill the buyer’s expectations. 
4.1.2. The author now focuses in on God’s oath in vs.21 (the 5th occurrence of Ps.110 in Hebrews.)
4.1.3. (22) A surety(guarantee) – He not only mediates the covenant but guarantees it!
4.1.3.1. A mediator would offer the covenant but it would be up to the believer to receive it. A guarantor however, sees to it that the covenant is fulfilled, even though the believer resists & stumbles at times.

4.2.  (23-25) Permanent Priesthood!
4.2.1. Because he is a priest forever, He saves forever!
4.2.2. (25) “to the utmost” – means completely, perfectly. You are secure as long as he lives, & He lives eternally. 

4.2.3. He always lives to make intercession for them – 
4.2.3.1. Spurgeon said, “If Christ appears in heaven for us, be glad to appear on earth for Him! - If Christ pleads w/God for men, let us (not be backward to) plead w/men for God. – If He by intercession saves us to the uttermost, let us hasten to serve Him to the uttermost. – If He spends eternity in intercession for us, let us spend our time in intercession for His cause.”

4.2.4. Story - Steve Winger from Lubbock, Texas, writes about his last college test a final in a logic class known for its difficult exams:  To help us on our test, the professor told us we could bring as much information to the exam as we could fit on a piece of notebook paper. Most students crammed as many facts as possible on their 8-1/2 x 11 inch sheet of paper.  But one student walked into class, put a piece of notebook paper on the floor, and had an advanced logic student stand on the paper. The advanced logic student told him everything he needed to know…He was the only student to receive an "A."
4.2.4.1. In our ultimate final exam, when we stand before God and he asks, "Why should I let you in?" - We have Someone who will stand in for us!

4.3. (26-28) Perfected Priest!
4.3.1. (27) Once for all – he provided a 1-time sacrifice sufficient for all people, for all time.
4.3.2. He offered up Himself – how much more should we respond by offering up ourselves for Him?

4.4. “Such then is our Melchizedek, God’s provision for help on our daily life, incomparable in greatness, inexhaustible in resource, infinite in patience, infallible in wisdom & interested in all that concerns us.”


4.5. Re: Intercession(vs.25) – Chrysostom gives a helpful analogy.
4.5.1. A young boy whose father was a way on a trip wanted to present him with something that would please him. His mother sent him to the garden to gather a bouquet of flowers. The little boy gathered a sorry bouquet of weeds as well as flowers. But when his father returned home, he was presented w/a beautiful arranged bouquet, for the mother had intervened, removing all the weeds.
4.5.2. Jesus does the same for all of our prayers daily…& then presents our fragrant bouquets to the Father!
4.5.3. He is praying for you right now saints!
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