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10-5-02
“From Shadow Land to Dream Land!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Story – Dog Duty!!!
1.1.1. When a kid, one of my chores was picking up our dogs…stuff!
1.1.2. We had a metal bucket w/a lid that I would pretty much fill each week.
1.1.3. Every time I opened it, the aroma was deadly! (so bad sometimes in the summer…it was[look back & forth] over the fence!)
1.1.4. I looked forward to trash day, to get rid of it for good!

1.1.5. Historically Sin was the same way! – It was “covered over” for a time. But then finally it was “done away with”…at the cross at Calvary!

2. A BETTER COVENANT! (1-6)
2.1. (1) Main point – Let’s sun this up!
2.2. Seated – Again, in the Jewish temple there were no chairs!
2.2.1. No sofas, no bean bags, no recliners [like modern day fire dept.!] (
2.2.2. Their work was never complete.

2.2.3. But Jesus finished the work of redemption & sat down! (10:11,12)
2.3. (2) True – not in contrast with false, but it means “original”, in contrast to that which was a copy!

2.4. (3) This One also have something to offer – His sacrifice was not mere animal blood, but instead He offered up Himself! (see 7:27)

2.5. (5) Copy & shadow – 
2.5.1. Story - Since getting into our sanctuary, many pastors have asked for our blueprints to our building. – We have to tell them anyone can take ideas & concepts, but as for “the plans” they are owned by our architect, & no one cannot copy them!
2.5.1.1. This wasn’t so on Mount Sinai. For God showed & told Moses “replicate this exactly”.

2.5.1.2. Ex.25:8,9 “And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. "According to all that I show you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall make it.”

2.5.2. The Jewish priests ministered in the Temple w/copies & shadows, but Christ in heaven ministers in the original sanctuary from which the things on earth are copied.


2.5.3. Moses used the blood of an animal - Jesus, His own!
2.5.4. Moses spoke of the Cov. of the Law – Jesus, the Cov. of Grace!
2.5.5. Moses spoke of a partial covering – Jesus, the actual remission of sins!

2.5.6. When you trust Christ, you enter a life of Reality, & you are forever finished w/substitutes.

2.6. (6) Covenants! {5 parts to it}
2.6.1. [1] Statement – A preliminary statement, especially the introduction to a formal document that serves to explain its purpose.
2.6.1.1. (i.e.) What was God’s preliminary statement to the 10 commandments? "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. "You shall have no other gods before me…”
2.6.1.2. Covenants in the bible are usually not between equals.
2.6.1.3. Often between a conquering king & the conquered.
2.6.1.4. So there wasn’t negotiation between parties.

2.6.2. [2] Stipulations – Outlined the terms of the covenant. The conditions or requirements.

2.6.3. [3] Swear (+) – The promises, the oaths & vows that bind the parties together.


2.6.4. [4] Sanctions (-) – The penalty for noncompliance.
2.6.5. [5] Sealing – The sealing of the covenant by blood.

2.6.6. The New Covenant(Cov of grace): 
2.6.7. Statement – "For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost.
2.6.8. Stipulations – “if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself."
2.6.9. Swear – “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”
2.6.10. Sanctioned – “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
2.6.11. Sealed - by the shed blood of Christ’s upon the cross!

3. BETTER PROMISES! (7-13)
3.1. (7-9) Faultless,…Finding fault? – Q: What was faulty with the Old Cov?
3.1.1. Not the Covenant itself…but the people! 
3.1.2. Note: “them”(vs.8); & “they did not continue in my cov.”(9b)
3.1.3. The people did not fulfill the conditions. They were Covenant Breakers!...Despite their affirmation to do so, “So Moses came and told the people all the words of the LORD and all the judgments. And all the people answered with one voice and said, "All the words which the LORD has said we will do.” Ex.24:3

3.2. Q: So what are “better promises” of the New Covenant?
3.2.1. The author uncovers four from Jeremiah’s archive! (Jer. 31:31-34)
3.3. #1 A BETTER INWARDNESS! (10a)
3.4. “For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts;”

3.5. Remember when you were 1st saved…inner changes occurred!
3.5.1. We were all of a sudden motivated to read our bibles, be in fellowship, praying, meditating, and reacting to evil. 

3.5.2. What once we enjoyed, now we were disturbed by it.
3.5.3. We had a new inner understanding of both good & evil!
3.5.4. 2 Cor.5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (NIV)

3.6. Story - On one occasion Dr, Christian Barnard, the 1st surgeon ever to do a heart transplant, impulsively asked one of his patients, Dr. Philip Blaiberg, “Would you like to see your old heart?” - At 8pm on a subsequent evening, the men stood in a room of the Groote Schuur Hospital, in Johannesburg, South Africa. – Dr. Barnard went up to a cupboard, took down a glass container & handed it to Dr. Blaiberg. Inside that container was Blaiberg’s old heart. For a moment he stood their in stunned silence – The 1st man in history ever to hold his own heart in his hands. Finally he spoke & for 10 minutes plied Dr. Barnard w/technical questions. Then he turned to take a final look at the contents of the glass container, & said, “So this is my old heart that caused me so much trouble.” He handed it back, turned away & left it forever!

3.6.1.1. We still have the same heart…but it is radically new!

3.7. #2 A BETTER RELATIONSHIP! (10b)
3.8. “And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”

3.9. The OT echoes this over & over.
3.9.1. This 2-fold promise says: You saint, not only Possess God; but you also become God’s possession!
3.9.2. “I will be their God”(means He gives Himself to us), and “they shall be My people”(means He takes us to himself).

3.10. #3 A BETTER KNOWLEDGE! (11)
3.11. “None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them.”

3.11.1. Old Cov – of Sinai was corporate as a nation, including many who did not know God personally.
3.11.2. New Cov – brought by Jesus is only for those who are individually born into his family.
3.11.2.1. So, everyone who is in the New Cov…all know God!
3.11.2.2. Jn.17:3 “And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”
3.11.3. If you’re on the outside the command comes to you, “Know the Lord!” {a command that is meant to draw men/women, boys & girls}
3.11.4. If you’re on the inside a natural result is craving for more & more of knowing Christ!
3.11.4.1. Ps.73:25,26 “Whom have I in heaven but You? And there is none upon earth that I desire besides You. My flesh and my heart fail; But God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever.”

3.11.5. Now being a member of his family, this new intimacy as his children becomes the “bedrock of emotional stability in our Christian experience.”


3.12. #4 A BETTER FORGIVENESS! (12)
3.13. “For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”

3.14. Again, this is exactly what the Old Cov could not do!
3.14.1. They were “covered”(like my metal trashcan), “awaiting trash day”.
3.14.2. Or, like the Recycle Bin on your computer…awaiting to be emptied!
3.14.3. Maybe today you’re ready to bring it to the curb?
3.15. I will remember no more - 
3.15.1. Hey, good news even if you got into God’s dump you never would find your ol’ sins! (things I learned from the dump)
3.15.1.1. [1] Signs are posted you can’t pick through the trash!
3.15.1.2. [2] It is well protected, one man is paid to just fire shots all day, to keep the seagulls & other scavenger birds away. 
3.15.1.3. [3] They are diligent to pack it, bury it, & decompose it!
3.15.2. God has gone to greater lengths to do away with your sin. They will not surface again!

3.16. When he says, “I will remember no more” note the emphasis is not on our depth of regret, nor our promise to do better! - Instead on HIS provision He has already provided in His Son, Jesus Christ! 
3.16.1. “What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?” – did you hear that…God is for us! (Rom.8:31)

3.17. (13) The 1st obsolete - The law’s work is finished when men & women come to Christ!
3.17.1. It couldn’t make anyone perfect, but now they have come to One who can!
3.17.2. “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus,”

3.18. Ready to vanish away – probably referring to the temples destruction which was just around the corner. 

3.19. In the Old Cov. Moses said, “And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, "This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you according to all these words.”

3.20. Jesus’ contrast was deliberate when he, on the night he was betrayed, when He took a cup of wine, & passed it to his disciples, He said, "Drink from it, all of you.(why?) For this is My blood of the New covenant, which is shed for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
3.20.1. Next week we are going to have communion!
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