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    10-13-02
“Eternal Redemption!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Museum in Boston – Another painting…Oh, a Rembrandt! - Oh that’s why he painted it! - Oh, he was the master of subtle human emotions when he painted their faces! - Oh, that’s the symbolism he was after!
1.1.1. Deeper & deeper the more you hear & see!
1.1.2. When we study the earthly tent(Tabernacle)Moses made we start off thinking of an oversized pup-tent in our minds.
1.1.3. Then we start to realize the more we get into it that everything about the building & its furniture was meant as a teaching tool!

2. THE OLD SYSTEM! (1-10)
2.1. A SYMBOLIC TABERNACLE! (1-5)
2.2. After reading vs.1-5 - I believe he didn’t need to get into details for they were very familiar with it; but we should for a refresher!
2.2.1. At the tabernacle everything points to the holiness of God & the sinfulness of man! – In that, no one could enter God’s presence w/o the shedding of blood! 

2.3. Explain the different parts of the tabernacle: (3 main parts: Outer, Holy place, & H. of H.)
2.3.1. (1) The earthly sanctuary – (see map)
2.3.2. (2) The 1st part(The Holy Place) – Lampstand(menorah); Table of showbread. (also the golden incense altar)

2.3.3. (3) Behind the 2nd veil(the Holy of Holies) – Ark of the covenant.
2.3.3.1. Pot of manna – God’s miraculous loving care to feed them in the wilderness for many years. God’s Love!
2.3.3.2. Aaron’s rod that budded – priesthood. God’s Redemption!
2.3.3.3. The 2 tablets of stone – The actual 10 commandments Moses brought down from the mountain, written by the finger of God. God’s Holiness!

2.4. I said, everything about the building & its furniture was meant as a teaching tool! - I also believe that every part pointed to Christ!
2.5. Tabernacle(And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us); Lampstand (light of the world); Showbread(I am the bread of life); Veil(which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh); Mercy seat (redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God set forth as a propitiation); Manna(I am the bread of life); Aaron’s rod(Jesus the High Priest); Tablets/stone(perfectly fulfilled)

2.6. AN INADEQUATE TABERNACLE! (6-10)
2.7. What an endless repetition of sacrifices & ritual. Every day, & year by year…which meant nothing permanent was ever accomplished! 
2.7.1. We see limited access & limited efficacy(effectiveness!)
2.8. Q: What was the Holy Spirit trying to say to us here…see vs.8-10!
2.8.1. That Jesus sacrifice wasn’t be going to be good until 40 yrs after His death?(i.e. 70ad)…NO!
2.8.2. A better translation says, “while the 1st tabernacle still has standing.”
2.9. (9) Their consciences would know no relief!
2.9.1. “Many people have only their bad memory to thank for their clear conscience!”
2.9.2. “The disease of an evil conscience is beyond the practice of all physicians of all the countries of the world.”
2.9.3. Story (Charles Colson; Who Speaks for God”; pg.76,77) Albert Speer was once interviewed about his book on ABC’s “Good Morning America” Speer was the Hitler confidant whose technological genius was credited w/keeping Nazi factories humming throughout WWII. In another era he might have been one of the world’s industrial giants. He was only one of 24 war criminals tried in Nuremburg who admitted his guilt. Speer spent 20 years in Spandau prison. – The interviewer referred to a passage in one of Speer’s earlier writings: “You have said the guilt can never be forgiven, or shouldn’t be. Do you still feel that way?” The look of pathos on Speer’s face was wrenching as he responded, “I served a sentence of 20 yrs, & I could say, ‘I’m a free man, my conscience has been cleared by serving the whole time as punishment.’ But I can’t do that. I still carry the burden of what happened to millions of people during Hitler’s lifetime, & I can’t get rid of it. This new book is part of my atoning, of clearing my conscience.” The interviewer pressed the point. “You really don’t think you’ll be able to clear it totally?” Speer shook his head. “I don’t think it will be possible.” – For 35 yrs Speer had accepted complete responsibility for his crime. His writings were filled w/contrition & warnings to others to avoid his moral sin. He desperately sought expiation. All to no avail.    {How sad}

2.10. (10) Q: Does this sound like the majority of the church present day? - They are merely unthinking, slumbering worshipers of an unknown God, …yet expert in their rituals!”
2.10.1. Oh, their bodies would be temporarily clean before God, but their consciences remained defiled!
2.10.2. Q: Do you struggle with sins of your past, that just continue to gnaw & chew like the voracious appetite of 100’s of termites?
2.10.3. Besides asking someone “what do you do with your sin”; ask, “What do you do with your guilt?”
2.10.4. Mark Twain once said, “Man is the only animal that blushes, and the only animal that needs to.”
2.10.4.1. Instead of being able to look God in the face or to look one another in the face, we want to run away and hide when our conscience troubles us.
2.10.4.2. Nobody is free who is unforgiven!


3. THE NEW SYSTEM!  (11-15)
3.1. The good News ( The need for pictures(copies)is over!
3.1.1. He says go on to the “reality” the H.S. is pointing to; the full forgiveness of sins of this New Covenant; to the result…intimacy w/God!
3.2. What was the contrast between Jesus & the old system?
3.2.1. What He offered! – His own blood(12).
Where He offered it! – In Heavens Tabernacle(11,12).
How often? – Once & for all(12).
W/what Results? – Eternal Redemption & Eternal Inheritance(12,15).

3.3. Find the 3 eternals! - Eternal Redemption! - Eternal Spirit! - Eternal Inheritance!
3.4. (12) There is a saying among Italian sculptors, who often miss the chisel and hit their own hands with the hammer: "When the blood flows out, the mastery enters." 
3.4.1. It was so with Jesus Christ. It was his death on Calvary that made him the master of our souls. "There is power in the blood.”

3.5. (13) 2 Goats – Lev.16 Jehovah’s & Azazel(scapegoat / One that is made to bear the blame of others.)
3.5.1. Lots were cast. Then read Lev.16:21,22.
3.6. (14) If Christ is an example, nobody needs him; but if he's a sacrifice, everyone does!

3.7. Cleanse your conscience – 
3.7.1. Your conscience acts as a barrier to God’s presence.
3.7.2. Your conscience cannot be rendered inactive by your will.
3.7.3. You can muffle it for a time.
3.7.4. But it can only be silenced with Christ’s cleansing! 
3.7.5. This cleansing of the conscience could even be for Albert Speer!
3.8. (15) We are meant to be the dwelling of God…the Holy of Holies!
3.8.1. Rev.21:3,4 “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away."

3.8.2. Q: Do you have that eternal inheritance? Today!…Lay your hands on Jesus’ head as your scapegoat. Confess your sins. He will take them away today! (Pray)

3.9. Communion!
3.9.1. The Bread – “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, "Take, eat; this is My body."
3.9.1.1. Confess your sins to Him at this time.
3.9.1.2. Q: How do I stop sinning, this same sin? - When tempted close your eyes & picture the holes in Jesus brow from the thorns. Then imagine yourself kissing each hole print, stating from the front, until you go all the way around.

3.9.2. The Cup – Story - When I was 5 years old, before factory-installed seat belts and automobile air bags, my family was driving home at night on a two-lane country road. I was sitting on my mother's lap when another car, driven by a drunk driver, swerved into our lane and hit us head-on. I don't have any memory of the collision. I do recall the fear and confusion I felt as I saw myself literally covered with blood from head to toe. 
Then I learned that the blood wasn't mine at all, but my mother's. In that split second when the two headlights glared into her eyes, she instinctively pulled me closer to her chest and curled her body around mine. It was her body that slammed against the dashboard, her head that shattered the windshield. She took the impact of the collision so that I wouldn't have to. It took extensive surgery for my mother to recover from her injuries. 
In a similar, but infinitely more significant way, Jesus Christ took the impact for our sin, and his blood now permanently covers our lives.

3.9.2.1. Give Him thanks! – Access; Forgiveness; a new conscience; 
� John Stott


� Jeffrey Ebert in Fresh Illustrations for Preaching & Teaching (Baker), from the editors of Leadership.





