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Hebrews 9:16-28





    10-27-02
“A Date with Deity!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Story - In a rural village lived a doctor who was noted both for his professional skill & his devotion to Christ. After his death, his books were examined. Several entries had written across them in red ink: “Forgiven – too poor to pay!” – Unfortunately, his wife was of a different disposition. Insisting that these debts be settled, she filed a suit before the proper court. When the case was being heard, the judge asked her, “Is this your husband’s handwriting in red?” She replied that it was. “Then”, said the judge, “Not a court in the land can touch those whom he has forgiven.”

1.2. Outline: The Mediator; The Testator; The Activator; The Purifier; The Representor; The Terminator; & The Returner!

2. SINS VALUE, MAN’S VALUE! (16-22)
2.1. THE MEDIATOR! (look back to vs.15) 
2.2. The job of a mediator is to arbitrate in order to bring 2 parties together! - Here,…the Holy God & sinful humanity!
2.2.1. Job said, "For He(God) is not a man, as I am, That I may answer Him, And that we should go to court together. Nor is there any mediator between us, Who may lay his hand on us both.”

2.2.2. Jesus sacrifice became that medium of arbitration! (
2.3. THE TESTATOR! (16,17) 
2.4. Last Will & Testament Stories:
2.4.1. A New York writer, wanting to will his body to science, selected Harvard as the recipient – because…I quote…“my parents wanted me to go there & this is the only way I could get in!”

2.4.2. One woman in Philadelphia in her will instructed her executor to take $1 from her estate, invest it & pay the interest on the investment to her husband, “as evidence of my estimate of his worth”.

2.4.3. A wealthy French Industrialist(capitaine Furrer) being disturbed by the impatience & greed of his heirs adopted a blood-sucking leech & bequeathed his fortune to it!

2.5. In vs.15 “covenant” is used twice(äéáèÞêç/diatheke). In vs.16,17 it is used twice again, but this time interpreted differently as “testament” or will(NIV).
2.5.1. The reason is because it is 1st used as a religious term(15), then in a legal term(16,17).
2.5.2. This is true in every culture… “A will is activated by the death of the one who made the will, the testator.”
2.5.3. Holographic Will(from law.com a dictionary of terms) - a will entirely handwritten, dated and signed by the testator (the person making the will), but not signed by required witnesses. Under those conditions it is valid in about half the states despite the lack of witnesses. A letter which has all the elements of a will can be a holographic will, as can a will scratched in the dust of an automobile hood of a person dying while lost in the desert.

2.5.3.1. Here Jesus writes a holographic will for us, not in the dust, but with his own blood!
2.5.3.2. Jesus writes in bold crimson letters across our lives…Forgiven!

2.5.4. Q: Do you love this Jesus? Do you love God’s Son?
2.5.4.1. Read #660 7700 Illus. “Loved my son”

2.6. Q: What is the benefits we enjoy because of Christ’s death? 
2.6.1. {Forgiveness, a clear conscience, peace/shalom, purpose, eternal life in heaven}

2.6.2. Jesus was both the testator & mediator of his will. He died leaving the greatest inheritance ever; but he also lives to mediate his will!
2.7. THE ACTIVATOR! (18-22) 
2.8. Jesus was both the testator & mediator of his will. He died leaving the greatest inheritance ever; but he also lives to mediate his will!
2.8.1. But he also was the “Activator” of his will! 
2.8.2. Before you can use your new Visa card comes in the mail you must call a 1-800 # to have it activated!
2.8.3. What “activated” the last will & testament was…His Blood!
2.9. (22) Here’s an Eternal principle: “Forgiveness is a costly thing!”
2.9.1. Human forgiveness is costly: If your children “go wrong” you may forgive them; but that forgiveness brings tears, grey hairs, lines to the face, a cutting anguish, & an ache in the heart!

2.9.2. Divine forgiveness is costly: It’s not God saying, “It’s all right” or “it doesn’t matter”. It involves the most costly thing in the world. It costs blood! 
2.9.2.1. Some become squeamish at the sight of blood, which is the point. It is to point out the terrible nature of sin!
2.9.2.2. Think of the days of sacrifice at the temple: How would one have described it in that day? Like a murder scene, a blood bath, a gory scene indeed!
2.9.2.3. (Kent Hughes) “During the 1000 + years of the Old Cov., there were more than a million animal sacrifices. So considering that each bull’s sac spilled a gallon or 2 of blood, & each goat a quart, the Old Cov. truly rested on a sea of blood. - During the Passover, a trough was constructed from the Temple down the Kidron Valley for the disposal of blood – a sacrificial plumbing system.”

2.9.3. And, not a just blood in itself, but the death that it brings about(lest blood letting would have sufficed)!
2.9.3.1. Sin must bring the forfeiting of life. Sin demands death!
2.9.3.2. No self-help program can vindicate sin, death is the payment, either Christ’s or ours!

2.9.4. Our attention should be arrested, we should be cut to the heart & say, “It costs THAT to forgive my sin!”
2.9.4.1. “Where there is forgiveness someone must be crucified!”

2.9.5. This is the centerpiece of our salvation!
3. A DATE WITH DEITY! (23-28)
3.1. THE PURIFIER! (23) 
3.1.1. I was going to use “The Cleanser” but I thought it sounded too much like “Ajax” or something?
3.2. THE REPRESENTOR! (24-26) 
3.3. Jesus’ blood grants us a better representation before the Father than the Old Cov.
3.3.1. As soon as He sat down at the Father’s right hand he became our “constant & consistent attorney”.
3.4. THE TERMINATOR! (27) 
3.5.  (27) You and I will die! - So we might as well get on with the only really pressing business there is…figuring out how to die well!
3.6. We have an appointment w/God!
3.6.1. There is a basic Assumption(That man will rise again); & a basic Warning(he rises to judgment).
3.6.2. Man is so careful to keep his business & social appointments yet ignores the supreme date on his calendar.
3.6.3. God has set a day & has ordained a Judge, Christ Jesus.
3.6.4. Men/women/children need to be reminded of their appointment w/God,…their date w/Deity!

3.6.5. Put it on your calendar…IT IS ON GOD’S!
3.6.6. “He is the Great Divider, & He does not divide men horizontally (high class, middle class, low class) – but vertically, to the right & to the left.”

3.7. THE RETURNER! (28)
3.8. (28a) The heart of Christ became like a reservoir in the midst of the mountains. All the tributary streams of iniquity, and every drop of the sins of his people, ran down and gathered into one vast lake, deep as hell and shoreless as eternity. All these met, as it were, in Christ's heart, and he endured them all. -- Charles Haddon Spurgeon, Christian History, no. 29.
3.9. (28b) I this section we have 3 “appearances” of Jesus:
3.9.1. A Past appearing for our Salvation
3.9.1.1. (26b) “He has appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”
3.9.2. A Present appearing for our Sanctification
3.9.2.1. (24b) “now to appear in the presence of God for us”
3.9.3. A Future appearing for our Glorification
3.9.3.1. (28b) “To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.”
3.10. Here we have a different perspective on the return of Christ!
3.10.1. Let’s remember back the sequence of events on the Day of Atonement:
3.10.1.1. The people watched the high priest enter the sanctuary w/a basin of sacrificial blood; then waited w/bated breath until he emerged; then a corporate sigh of relief as the offering was then accepted by God. A sense of festive excitement greeted the high priest’s reappearance!

3.10.2. Here’s is what was said, of Simon II the Just [a priest in 219-196bc] (Sirach 50:5-10) “How glorious he was, surrounded by the people, as he came out of the house of the curtain. Like the morning star among the clouds, like the full moon at the festal season; like the sun shining on the temple of the Most High, like the rainbow gleaming in splendid clouds; like roses in the days of first fruits, like lilies by a spring of water, like a green shoot on Lebanon on a summer day; like fire and incense in the censer, like a vessel of hammered gold studded with all kinds of precious stones; like an olive tree laden with fruit, and like a cypress towering in the clouds.” (Sirach 50:5-10 apocrypha)

3.10.3. Oh, how they eagerly awaited for their high priest to emerge!
3.10.4. Jesus is coming again! Q: Are you of those who are eagerly waiting for him to emerge through the clouds?
3.10.4.1. (Song) “One day I’ll look up And I’ll see my Lord coming I’ll look up and I’ll see My Lord coming in the clouds Hallelujah He is coming, hallelujah He is here!”
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