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“Let us…!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Q: Do you prefer reading a good cook book, or eating a good meal?
1.2. Q: Do you prefer a picture of someone you love or the real thing!
1.2.1. When I 1st started dating Kelly I got a senior picture of her(foxy). I could look at the picture of Kelly, but I can’t laugh with it, nor have conversation w/it.
1.2.2. It is an accurate representation of her, but a far cry from her!
1.2.3. After being married now for 19 yrs. Imagine me going back to the picture? (I love you oh photograph!)
1.2.4. How absurd for anyone having the substance to back to the shadow! (read 1-4)

2. HUMAN SACRIFICE FOR HUMAN SIN! (1-4)
2.1. (3) The sacrifices under the Old Cov. brought a reminder of sin, not a remission of sin.

2.2. (4) No problem…if I owe Him $2(my debt) I’ll pay Him $4…but I can’t!
2.2.1. If I have 1 blemish(now at negative 1)can I get to (+1)?
2.2.2. Even if I remain perfect from there on out, I am still hopeless, because I cannot undo my disobedience. 
2.2.3. I lack the merit to make up for it. I can only hope someone will pay the price for me. Only the God man can do it.

3. TO OBEY IS BETTER THAN SACRIFICE! (5-10)
3.1. (5-7) This quote came from Ps.40:6-8 from the Septuagint.
3.2. In one fell swoop the Psalmist hits the whole sacrificial system.
3.2.1. He uses 4 different Hebrew words:
3.2.2. Sacrifice (zebach/) – a gen. term for all communion type offerings(i.e. Peace offering)where offerer & priest sat down “in the presence of God” to enjoy a communion meal based upon sacrifice.

3.2.3. Offering (mincha/) – used for the meal offering(which relate to men’s toil, which emphasized there’s no diff between the sacred & secular). An emphasis that pointed to the holy life of Christ.

3.2.4. Burnt offerings (olah/) – this depicted the sweet-savor offering, which spoke of Christ’s life of holiness all being offered up wholly for God.

3.2.5. Sacrifices (chatah/) – this sacrifice dealt with all the dreadfulness of the human condition. With the principle of sin & the practice of sin.

3.3. God takes no delight in the routine performance of the ritual sacrifice. Undoubtedly, He feels the same way about routine worship services today!
3.3.1. Sacrifice w/o sincerity & ritual w/o reality = being alive w/o true Vitality!

3.3.2. Though God required & authorized animal sacrifices, He didn’t delight in them, He had no pleasure in them.
3.3.2.1. Yet when it came to His Sons sacrifice Isaiah says, “it pleased the LORD to bruise Him”.

3.4. To do your will – Q: What is the right relationship of a person to God?
3.4.1. It is obviously not something of mere ceremony but is rather the expression of a fully surrendered heart…Obedience takes precedence over sacrifice!
3.4.2. 1 Sam.15:22 “Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice”
3.4.3. Micah 6:7,8 “Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, Ten thousand rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?”
3.4.4. Hosea 6:6 “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice, And the knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.”

3.5. But a body you have prepared for me(My ears you have opened Ps.40:6)
3.5.1. Ex.21:1-6 – Slave to master, ears pierced w/an awl. (prob/plural ears)
3.5.2. Opened = “dug”or opened up. Context seems to be better as per obedience.
3.5.3. Q: How many people, even Christians, have plugged there ears?
3.5.4. Q: Or, how many hear w/their ears only, & not w/their hearts?
3.5.5. Q: Is there something you know God wants you to do, but have been unwilling? {Perhaps a kindness to perform? A confession to make? A gift to give? A commitment to fulfill? A task to perform?}
3.5.5.1. If you know what it is tell Him this morning, “I have come to do your will, O God!”

4. PERFECTED FOREVER! (11-18)
4.1. (12) Not sitting on edge of seat wringing His hands, but relaxed… knowing the end! Knowing our end!

4.2. (14) Allow me to rain on your works parade!
4.2.1. Catch the impact of this verse!
4.2.2. We have our standing in vs.10; & our state in vs.14!
4.2.3. The sacrifice is so efficacious(effective) that it guarantees the final perfection of all those who were being made holy!
4.2.3.1. This involves not only the regeneration of the spirit & the salvation of the soul, but also, the resurrection of the body of each true believer!
4.2.3.2. We may not understand all of this but we can “Revel in its Reality!” (Ray Stedman)
4.2.3.3. “We must see what we are by God’s grace, in order to manifest that fact by godly behavior.”


4.3. (17) Remember no more – Clara Barton, organizer of the Amer. Red Cross was known not to harbor resentment. She was asked by a friend regarding an incident that had happened earlier to Clara, “Don’t you remember the wrong that was done you?” Clara answered calmly, “No, I distinctly remember forgetting that!”

5. HOW CHRISTIANS OUGHT TO LIVE? (19-25)
5.1. Here we have 2 “haves”; & 3 “Let us” statements! 
5.1.1. Having boldness(confidence) & having a High Priest.
5.2. [1] Having Confidence! (19,20)
5.2.1. Confidence training seems to be the cry of the day. 
5.2.2. We have seminars to build our confidence in our business enterprises. Sports camps to build confidence in our kids.

5.2.3. David makes it clear “Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain.” (Ps.127:1)

5.2.4. By itself human effort is doomed to “ultimate” failure!
5.2.5. Only a jointly-shared effort, when God works through expectant humans, can we be permanently successful!

5.2.6. Confidence of “that” conviction will always prevail! – “Christ in you the hope of glory!”

5.3. (20) Veil – Charles Wesley stated it best, “Veiled in flesh, the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity/Pleased as man w/man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.”

5.4. [2] Having a High Priest! (21)
5.4.1. Believers not only have a confident spirit, but also a competent advocate!

5.4.2. He is continually available, completely aware(or our present situations)constantly involved w/us working all things together for good!

5.4.3. This verse helps us to confidently point our ship into the high seas w/strength & power! – We are not only to exist in a hostile culture but to buck its waves!


5.4.4. Arrogance should never be the Christian’s way, but Confidence must mark our life!

5.4.5. Chrysostom before the Roman Emperor, threatened w/banishment if he remained a Christian, responded:
5.4.6. “You can not banish me for this world is my Father’s house.” “But I will slay you,” said the Emperor. “No, you can not,” said the noble champion of the faith, “for my life is hid w/Christ in God.” “I will take away your treasures.” “No, but you can not for my treasure is in heaven & my heart is there.” “But I will drive you away from man & you shall have no friend left.” “No you can not, for I have a friend in heaven from whom you can not separate me. I defy you, for there is nothing you can do to hurt me.”

5.5. Now we have 3 “Let us” statements! (3 exhortations, 3 activities)
5.6. [1] Let us Draw Near! (22)
5.7. Since Jesus provided access to the God of heaven, the readers can draw near to him.
5.7.1. Here we find the “motive” for all subsequent action.
5.7.2. It means more then a “prayer”, for it is in the present tense(inferring a continual drawing near).
5.7.3. An good illustration would be what the wick is to a lamp. It continually draws oil for the light. – So we ought to continually draw from God the strength & grace we need to function.

5.8. How do we do this?
5.8.1. Draw near w/Sincerity! (true heart) – w/o religious pretense.
5.8.2. Draw near w/Belief! (full assurance of faith) – believe in simple faith… “God means what He says!”
5.8.3. Draw near w/o Guilt! (hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience) – We become guilt free, only when our conscience is clear(9:14) & that only via the sprinkled blood of Jesus! [this happens at salvation]
5.8.4. Draw near w/Integrity! (bodies washed w/pure water) – baptism is our time to publicly profess our commitment to Christ.
5.9. [2] Let us Hold Fast! (23)
5.9.1. Hold fast what?…the confession of our hope! – i.e. the sharing of our faith/hope w/others, which is the next logical step.

5.10. He gives us a heart to obey Him. A desire to keep His commandments.
5.10.1. Not just the law outside of us to obey, but now a fresh desire to obey. Now a law written on our hearts.
5.11. [3] Let us Consider! (24,25)
5.12. Consider what?…One another!
5.12.1. Not shake your finger at a brother or sister in the Lord!
5.12.2. Not lecture a brother or sister in the Lord!
5.12.3. Instead, encouraging words & being a good example.
5.12.4. John Wesley's Rule of Conduct – “Do all the good you can, By all the means you can, In all the ways you can, In all the places you can, To all the people you can, As long as ever you can.”

5.12.5. How to spur…in 2 areas:
5.13. [1] In Corporate Worship! (25a)
5.14. Corporate worship is not an option for a Christian; it is a necessity!
5.14.1. If church services grow dull or boring they need renewal, not abandonment!
5.14.2. The gathering of Christians should be an uplifting & exciting occasion!
5.15. We are not independent, but interdependent or mutually dependant.
5.16. We are not to live a life of isolated individualism!
5.16.1. We are both seen as individuals & collective!
5.16.2. We are saved as an individual, then placed in a group!
5.16.2.1. As John Donne said, “No man is an island…every man is a piece of the continent, a part of the main”.
5.16.3. Average national church attendance by Christians? 60% (2000)
5.16.3.1. See Barna Research page.
5.16.4. So is mid-week study required? – No, but we can say that when the body meets weekly for corporate worship…that is required!
5.16.5. The RCC declared missing Sunday Mass a mortal sin. The Protestant church never went that far, but do not assume that we are cavalier about it.
5.16.5.1. 49% of Catholics attend church in a typical week(47% of Protestants)

5.16.6. Kent Hughes, “Church attendance is infected with a malaise of conditional loyalty which has produced an army of ecclesiastical hitchhikers.  The hitchhiker's thumb says, "You buy the car, pay for repairs and upkeep and insurance, fill the car with gas--and I'll ride with you.  But if you have an accident, you are on your own!  And I'll probably sue." - So it is with the credo of so many of today's church attenders: "You go to the meetings and serve on the boards and committees, you grapple with the issues and do the work of the church and pay the bills--and I'll come along for the ride.  But if things do not suit me, I'll complain and probably bail out--my thumb is always out for a better ride."

5.16.7. As one apply said. “If you don’t go to God’s house, why should He come to yours?”
5.16.7.1. If you don’t’ like being around Christians down here, what makes you think you’re going to like a place full of em?

5.17. [2] In Encouragement! (25b)
5.17.1. My 1st memorial service(27 yrs. old) I looked out & saw my pastor(Gary Ansdell)sitting in the audience. Don’t think I’ll ever forget afterward when he & came up & encouraged me w/a scripture the Lord showed him to give me, “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound; To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD,”(Is.61:1)
5.17.2. Give someone encouragement today!

5.18. As you see the day approaching – when frightening things came upon the early church it wasn’t seen as God’s inability to control his world, but instead they were indicating that God was working out His predicted purposes.
5.18.1. It has been God’s will over the centuries for each generation to feel they were living in the very last days.
5.18.2. Each passing century has moved the world nearer to the final end.
5.18.3. Imminence is God’s device to keep believers expectant & full of hope.

5.19. Yet, the world is asleep. - We have a world that fears snipers more then sin; herpes more then hades; a Middle East war rather than impending wrath!

5.20. Prof. William M. Martson of N.Y. Univ. asked 3000 people, “What have you to live for?” 
5.20.1. He was socked to find out that 94% were simply, enduring the present while they waited for the future…waited for something to happen…waited for next year…waited for a better time…waited for someone to die…waited for tomorrow.

5.21. What a privileged as believers to draw near to the living God; privileged to speak out concerning our flaming hope;  privileged to stir up one another to love & good works!

5.21.1. End: Do you know what makes a stew tasty…“hours of simmering so you get all the juices out of all the ingredients. And when you taste it, you're getting the best of what's in each ingredient!”
5.21.2. Sunday morning is a culmination of a people who've been simmering all week in the presence of God. 
5.21.3. When we simmer every day in the presence of God and then come on Sunday morning and mix all of it together, there's an aroma and a smell of the grace and the goodness of God that lifts up to heaven. And God pulls off the lid and goes, "Mmm, that's my people at Calvary Chapel Murrieta." And that's worship!
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