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Hebrews 10:26-39





    11-10-02
“Falling into the Hands of God!”

1. Intro:
1.1. God warns us so that we will not be presumptuous, but He comforts us so that we will not be discouraged.
1.1.1. The hard heart needs the warning; the broken heart needs the comfort! (www)

1.1.2. This will be our outline! [1] God warns us! [2] God comforts us!
2. GOD WARNS US! (26-31)
2.1. The warning here is very serious!…maybe likened unto the reaction of a parent whose toddler just darted out into the street, where a truck is coming at full speed.
2.1.1. Q: What is the warning that comes from mom or dad to the toddler in this situation? - What is the pitch, tone, seriousness? - How do you express to the small child to stay out of the deadly street?

2.2. (26) This verse is the 2nd most controversial verse in all of Hebrews.
2.2.1. The answer lies in the word “willfully” – It means “willingly, voluntarily, deliberately, intentionally.”
2.2.2. “It is directed to those who deliberately keep on sinning after they fully understand the way of escape in Jesus.” (Ray Stedman)
2.2.2.1. So 2 things: it s deliberate & continual!
2.2.2.2. Obviously then, one can’t stumble into this sin suddenly.
2.2.2.3. “It is choosing to live for self behind a Christian veneer!”

2.2.3. This recalls John’s warning in 1Jn.2:19 “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.”
2.2.3.1. Note the tie in “for” from vs.25 those who left fellowship.

2.2.4. They had known the way of life…but had not chosen to avail themselves of it.

2.2.5. And of course they are not going to find “another way”, nor “another sacrifice”!
2.3. (28) Deut.17:1-6 is spoken of here.
2.3.1. If one "who has gone and served other gods and worshiped them,” was taken to the gate of the city & stoned to death. No mercy, no appeal, certain death!...How much worse under the new cov.! (vs.29)

2.3.2. Trampled…under foot – This is similar what Jesus was getting to when he said, “Do not give what is holy to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under their feet(show disdain/grind him into the dirt), and turn and tear you in pieces.”

2.4. (31) Sometimes we as Christians are accused of using language too harsh, too alarming, too severe! - Yet I believe there are no words in our English language by which we could actually exaggerate the awful condition of a soul… which has refused the gospel & awaits judgment! 

2.4.1. This of course reminds us of the most famous sermon preached during the Great Awakening, and likely the most famous sermon in all American history, Jonathon Edwards “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God,” delivered in Enfield, Connecticut in 1741.

2.4.2. He used “startling imagery” I quote – “all your righteousness, would have no more influence to uphold you, & keep you out of hell, than a spider’s web would have to stop a falling rock.” - “you hang by a slender thread, w/the flames of divine wrath flashing about it & ready every moment to singe it, & burn it asunder.” – “the bow of God’s wrath is bent, & the arrow made ready on the string; & justice directs the bow to your heart, & strains at the bow: & it is nothing but the mere pleasure of God, & that of an angry God, w/o any promise or obligation at all, that keeps the arrow one moment from being made drunk w/your blood.”

2.4.3. The stakes are just as high today – heaven or hell!

2.4.4. “Jonathon Edwards gave his people a whiff of the sulphurs of hell that they might deeply inhale the fragrances of grace!” (K. Hughes)

2.5. So this verse is a warning to the unbelievers! – Let’s look at the passage that might have been on the writers mind that helped form the words he choose…but instead relates to the believer!
2.5.1. 2 Sam.24:14 “And David said to Gad, "I am in great distress. Please let us fall into the hand of the LORD, for His mercies are great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man.”
2.5.2. This is the golden hope of the believer, to fall repentantly into the hands of God…His hands are our hope!

2.5.3. “The hands of Christ are very frail - For they were broken w/a nail. But only those reach heaven at last – Whom those frail, broken hands hold fast.” (K.Hughes)

3. GOD COMFORTS US! (32-34)
3.1. After the warning comes the comfort! 
3.1.1. 1st Remember the past(32-34); Then Respond in the present(35-39).
3.2. FAITH IN PAST ILLUMINATION! (32)
3.3. This is a challenge to remember how they had wonderfully stood strong 15 years earlier during the persecution under the Roman Emperor Claudius(ad 49).

3.4. A great struggle w/sufferings – struggle = athlesis(gk), our word athletic. 
3.4.1. The persecution was like a hard-fought athletic contest.
3.4.2. Here’s a great example of this: Hugh Latimer(English reformer).
3.4.3. On one occasion he preached before King Henry the VIII, & offended Henry in his boldness. Latimer was commanded to preach the following weekend & make an apology. On the following Sunday, after reading the text, he addressed himself as he began to preach: “Hugh Latimer, dost thou know before whom thou art this day to speak? To the high & mighty monarch, the king’s most excellent majesty, who can take away thy life if thou offendest; therefore, take heed that thou speakest not a word that may displease; but then consider well, Hugh, dost thou not know from whence thou comest; upon whose message thou art sent? Even by the great & mighty God! who is all-present, & who beholdeth all thy ways, & who is able to cast thy soul into hell! Therefore, take care that thou deliverest thy message faithfully.”
He then gave Henry the same sermon he had preached the week before…only w/more energy!

3.5. FAITH IN TRIBULATIONS! (33a)
3.6. The idea here is that they were made public theatre. {spectacle = theatrizo}
3.7. FAITH IN OTHERS AFFLICTIONS! (33b,34a)
3.8. (NIV) “you stood side by side with those who were so treated.” 
3.8.1. “If you insult them you insult me!” Locking arms. Facing this together!

3.9. “Compassion in my chains” – In the 1st century prisoners had no means of survival apart from the visits of friends who brought food & water & clothing.
3.9.1. Still this way in hospitals, jails & prisons in: Haiti, Philippines, & other 3rd world countries.
3.9.2. Also, in the days of persecution that would place the visiting friends in grave danger because of associating w/the Christian.

3.10. Q: How can we come alongside our brothers & sisters imprisoned or being persecuted today?...At least in intercessory prayer for them!
3.10.1. “International day of Prayer” today. 
3.10.2. Show film: “Intercession for the Persecuted Church”.

3.10.3. Read list of ways you can be involved.

3.10.4. Christians have laid down their lives for their faith in 180 countries!

3.10.5. Ways to pray: [see idop.org & opendoorsusa.org]
Pray for Christians who are beaten and tortured, that they may be healed and forgive their tormentors. Acts 7:60 
Pray for imprisoned Christians to be comforted by the Holy Spirit. Matthew 6:9-13 
Pray for the provision of Bibles. Psalm 119:105-112 
Pray for Christians who have lost homes, farms, food, water and income, that God will meet their every need and ease their anxiety. Matthew 6:32-34 
Pray that Persecuted Christians in restricted areas will support each other and band together. 1 Peter 4:7-11 
Pray that God would raise up leaders in the Persecuted Church, that they may be courageous, wise and faithful to their God-given responsibilities. 1 Peter 5:1-4, 1 Timothy 3:1-10 
 
3.11. FAITH IN CONFISCATION! (34b)
3.12. They actually felt joy over watching their property confiscated, since they took comfort in the fact that their true treasures were in heaven, not on earth.
3.12.1. Human tendency is to hold on as hard as we can to what we have.
3.12.2. Some pet owners have figured out a way to hold on to their pets about 20 years longer… “Freeze dried Pets!” (See web site info)

4. OUR RESPONSE! (35-39)
4.1. FAITH IN CONFIDENCE! (35)
4.2. See vs.19. (“God confidence”)
4.3. FAITH IN ENDURANCE! (36)
4.4. Endurance does not earn salvation, but rather it is the principle evidence of saving grace.
4.4.1. It was Bishop Hugh Latimer who said that a drop of rain made a hole in a stone, not by violence but by continually falling. So we need patience and perseverance.

4.5. FAITH W/PATIENCE! (37)
4.6. And so we await His 2nd coming!
4.7. FAITH IN CONTINUANCE! (38)
4.8. This is quoted from Habakkuk 2:4. This was an encouragement to Habakkuk to “Live by faith”! – Later he arose from his depression & was able to sing, “Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls; Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.” (Hab.3:17,18)

4.9. This is a faith that is tired of being tossed back & forth idly moored at its dock. This is a faith that isn’t afraid to leave the calm harbor. A faith that unfurls its sails & sets out to sea. A faith that isn’t afraid of encountering a healthy breeze. Sail away! Spread your sail toward the storm & trust in Him who rules the raging seas! {adapted from March 10; rev. William Jay}
4.9.1. “When I cannot feel the faith of assurance, I live by the fact of God’s faithfulness.” (Matthew Henry)

4.10. FAITH IN PERSEVERANCE! (39)
4.11. This verse helps us out with vs.26. 
4.11.1. The 2 groups he addresses throughout the letter are here placed in direct contrast:
4.11.2. [1] Some are “drawing/shrinking back” & are headed for destruction
4.11.3. [2] Others continue to believe & thus experience the saving of their souls.
4.11.4. This is what Jesus promised to persecuted saints in Lk.21:16-19 “You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. "And you will be hated by all for My name's sake. "But not a hair of your head shall be lost. "By your patience possess your souls.”(NIV “By standing firm you will gain life.”)

4.12. “The just shall live by faith” introduces us to our last section of Hebrews.
4.12.1. Faith is the way we begin the life in Christ; 
Faith is also the way it is maintained; & 
Faith is what will bring us at last in triumph through the gates of glory.

4.13. Q: This morning will you through faith, fall into the hands & arms of the living God?
� Ray Stedman; pg.111
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