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    11-23-02
“The Nature of True Faith!”

1. Intro:
1.1. The mighty Niagara River plummets some 180 feet at the American and Horseshoe Falls. Before the falls, there are violent, turbulent rapids. Farther upstream, however, where the river's current flows more gently, boats are able to navigate. Just before the Welland River empties into the Niagara, a pedestrian walkway spans the river. Posted on this bridge's pylons is a warning sign for all boaters: "Do you have an anchor?" followed by, "Do you know how to use it?" 
Faith, like an anchor, is something we need to have and use to avoid spiritual catastrophe! 

2. FAITH! (1-7)
2.1. (1) For centuries the islands of New Zealand were unpopulated. No human had ever set foot on them. Then the first settlers arrived. They were Polynesians from other Pacific islands who had sailed a thousand miles in outrigger canoes(Maori). The Polynesians came with the purpose of settling in New Zealand. How did they know the land was there? How did they know they would not simply sail across empty seas until food and water ran out and they perished? - The Polynesians had known for generations that land was there because their voyagers had seen a long white cloud on the distant horizon. They knew that when a cloud stayed in one place over a very long period of time, there was land beneath it. They called New Zealand the Land of the Long White Cloud.  
Faith is like that. It is voyaging to an unseen land, journeying to an unknown future. But it is not mere guesswork, or chance, or superstition. There are facts behind faith, facts that suggest conclusions!


2.2. Some give as a definition of faith, “just take it on faith!”
2.2.1. What they’re really saying is “trust me”, “put your faith in me & what I tell you, w/o any reason for believing what I tell you.” 
2.2.2. They are admitting, “I can’t really tell you why to repent & believe on Christ.”
2.2.2.1. This is credulity! {A disposition to believe too readily, gullible}.
2.2.2.2. This is “blind faith”, “a superstitious faith”, “a faith w/o any rational to it!”


2.2.3. Example: This “type of faith” is most blatantly & unashamedly promoted w/the “faith healers” today who tell us, “that you are to believe you are healed, before you are healed!”
2.2.3.1. You claim the promise! – “You believe you can see when you can’t see.” 
2.2.3.2. Q: Did God ever ask people to believe they were healed when they really weren’t? “Believe you have an arm when you don’t”? - “Believe your cold is gone, even though you still have a runny nose & cough.” (just symptoms)
2.2.3.3. No folks, Faith is trust…not magic!

2.2.4. Our hearers have every right to say, “who says so”! (lady in Port au Prince)
2.2.5. And now I must give an answer!

2.2.6. Q: How do we know Jesus is the Christ?
2.2.6.1. Not, “I was alone in the woods, & an angel appeared to me & showed me gold plates, written in Egyptian hieroglyphics, that nobody has ever seen…but just believe me!”

2.2.6.2. No, but because God raised Jesus from the dead…Publicly!
2.2.6.3. Peter said, “For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.” 2 Pet.1:16
2.2.6.4. Not only did Peter see it, but so did over 500 more.

2.3. “Faith is….the evidence of things not seen”?
2.3.1. “For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 Cor.5:7)
2.3.2. Some see faith contrasted by sight, or contrasted with empirical evidence(something based on experiment or experience).
2.3.2.1. We have a saying, “Seeing is what?...believing!”
2.3.3. Don’t see faith as the opposite of sight, or in contrast to it.
2.3.4. Then what’s he saying here?
2.3.5. It is dealing with future issues! – What we have seen in the past gives us faith to believe in the future, though we haven’t seen it.

2.3.6. Example: How visible was God to the children of Israel? 
2.3.6.1. God showed Himself visible through: “the 10 plagues, the parting of the red Sea, the drowning of Pharaoh’s men, the manna, earth opening, the shining face of Moses, etc.”

2.3.7. Now, all that happened yesterday!...Now, here’s what’s going to happen tomorrow! – “You will posses the land, it will be flowing with milk & honey, it will be your inheritance, etc.”
2.3.7.1. I know you saw giants but have faith!
2.3.7.2. Could any Jew see tomorrow, look into the future? Can you?
2.3.7.3. Now we are confident these things WILL come to pass, because we have faith, we trust God, & we trust God will honor His word!
2.3.8. [my quote] “So, true biblical faith is believing what has already been shown in the past; which causes us to have faith in His future promises, though we haven’t seen them yet!”

2.4. (3) Not made of things which were visible(i.e. to the naked eye)
2.4.1. We have atoms, electrons, energy, particle physics, & different “waves” that we cannot see w/the naked eye. Like…
2.4.2. Radio – Microwave – Infrared – Visible – Ultrviolet – X-Ray – Gamma Ray
2.4.3. Actually the OT writers knew the worlds were framed by simply His spoken Word – See Ps.33:6-9
2.4.4. Faith is learning to live by insight rather than by sight.
2.5. (4-7) Faith is confidence in God that leads to obedience to God. As seen in the rest of the chapter!
2.5.1. To illustrate true faith, the writer points to some Old & New testament believers, showing how they trusted God to bless, provide, protect, lead, conquer, & give life…even in the most dire circumstances.


2.6. If we see God’s heart as a lock; & pleasing Him is what springs the lock; then vs. 4-7 is an old skeleton key w/three teeth. 
2.6.1. The 1st tooth represents authentic faith. (Abel)
The 2nd faith growing in intimacy. (Enoch)
The 3rd faith persisting. (Noah)
2.6.2. W/o these 3 qualities it is impossible to please God!

2.7. Authentic Faith! (4) Abel!
2.8. Adam & Eve had 2 sons - Cain their 1st son went into agriculture; & Abel into animal husbandry. 

2.9. Here we have an important contrast of 2 ways of faith: Man’s way & God’s way!
2.9.1. Abel’s faith produced: [1] Authentic Worship [2] Authentic Righteousness [3] Authentic Testimony.
2.9.2. Both were religious men, & when it came time to worship each brought an offering appropriate to his profession(Cain from the field, & Abel from the flock)

2.9.3. Abel’s was received, Cain’s was not.
2.9.4. As best we can tell, this was not a sin offering or a trespass offering but a Love/adoration offering!

2.9.5. His sacrifice was “more excellent” (greater, more important) because it came from a heart made righteous by faith!

2.9.6. Many speculate on why Abel’s sacrifice was received & Cain’s wasn’t? 
2.9.6.1. This wasn’t a Cattle vs. Corn problem! (both were required later in Levitical law for sacrificing)

2.9.6.2. We know throughout scripture it isn’t so much about “what” you give, so much as to “how” you give it! [i.e. attitude of heart]

2.9.6.3. It doesn’t say, “He loves the ‘giver’,” but that “He loves the ‘cheerful’ giver.” (i.e. the heart he gives from!)

2.9.7. He being dead still speaks – This is a direct allusion to Gen.4:10 “And He said, "What have you done? The voice of your brother's blood cries out to Me from the ground.”
2.9.7.1. This we’ll link to Heb.12:24 “to Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.”
2.9.7.2. Abel’s blood cries out for the final vindication promised to all the saints, like 2 Thes.1:6,7 “since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,”
2.9.7.3. Jesus’ blood cries out for proffered forgiveness!

2.9.8. We have not 1 word of Abel Preaching, yet his life is still speaking!
2.9.9. St. Francis once called to 1 of his young monks, “Let’s go down to the town & preach.” The novice, delighted at being singled out to be the companion of Francis, quickly obeyed. They passed through the principal streets, turned down many of the byways & alleys, made their way out to some of the suburbs, & at length returned by a winding route to the monastery gate. As they approached it, the younger man reminded Francis of his original intention. “You have forgotten, father,” he said, “that we went down to the town to preach!” “My son,” Francis replied, “we have preached. We were preaching while we were walking. We have been seen by many; our behavior has been closely watched; it was thus that we preached our morning sermon. It is no use, my son, to walk anywhere to preach unless we preach everywhere as we walk!”
2.9.10. This 1st aspect of faith is to produce: authentic worship, authentic righteousness, and an authentic testimony. It is Authentic Faith!
2.10. Faith Growing in Intimacy! (5,6) Enoch!
2.11. The 7th from Adam comes next…he was the man who pleased God, & maintained a daily walk w/God.

2.11.1. Read Gen.5:21-24 seems to indicate for the 1st 65 years of his life, he didn’t walk w/God. Then the birth of his son seemed to change things with him. 
2.11.1.1. The Hebrew root of Methuselah is muth, which means “death”.  Thus some translate his name “his death shall bring(it)”. Implying a revelation given to him regarding the great flood. 
2.11.2. We do know for sure that he “walked with God”!
2.11.2.1. Yet this was not an “event” but a “lifestyle”. A “long lifestyle”, a “300 year long lifestyle”!
2.11.3. This walk was one of deepening intimacy. A walk implies a journey in a certain direction, & at a measured & regular pace!

2.11.4. Enoch enjoyed the continuous presence of an unseen Person, & related his daily life to that person!
2.11.5. Enoch resisted the sinful gravity of his culture. For soon after him, in Noah’s day, it was said that, “Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.” 
2.11.6. Q: Do any of these terms define your relationship w/the Lord?

2.12. He Exists! & He Rewards!
2.12.1. Q: Is God pleased w/the unbeliever? 
2.12.2. Q: Can a unbeliever ever please God? (not if this text is true!)
2.12.3. “Virtues w/o faith are white-washed sins!” (Spurg)
2.12.4. W/o faith/belief it is impossible to please Him!

2.12.5. God does Exist! – He has revealed Himself in many ways. Yes through His Son. Yes through Holy Scripture. But also through nature itself (Ps.8 or 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.”).

2.12.5.1. Elizabeth Barret Browning(British Poet) put it well:
Earth’s crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush aflame with God.
But only those who see take off their shoes, 
The rest sit around & pluck blackberries!

2.12.6. God does Reward!
2.12.6.1. Jude said of Enoch, “Now Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, "to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him." (Jude 14,15)
2.12.6.2. He not only believed in the reward of the ungodly but also of the godly! Like Jesus said in the last chapter of the bible “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.” (i.e. good & evil)

2.13. Q: Who are you trying to please?
2.13.1. I didn’t please the lady in the airport in Port-au-Prince. But I do think I pleased God by what I shared.
2.13.2. Remember, as servants our goal is not to please the other servants, but only to please the Master!

2.14. We learn from Enoch that faith means “turning from human wisdom to God’s revelation & walking in daily obedience to it until it leads to a fellowship which death cannot interrupt!”

2.15. Faith Persisting! (7) Noah!
2.16. God does reward those who seek him as is suggested by the career of Noah.

2.17. Noah believed what He couldn’t see! (i.e. rain/flood)
2.17.1. He invested everything in that boat! (wife, family, reputation…he was 100 miles from the nearest ocean! – This boat was WAY too big for his family – And to top it off he filled it with animals!)

2.17.2. He knew it was going to rain because…what? - Because God told him it was going to rain 120 yrs. before the flood came.

2.18. Q: Who is faith for? - Faith is for common people not just great leaders!
2.18.1. In any area of life where you ignore faith, you will sin! - “Whatever is not from faith is sin.” (Rom.14:23)
2.19. Q: Practically, how does faith help me day by day? – It gives you the ability to endure when others are giving up.
2.19.1. Faith is not a luxury; it is a necessity!


2.20. Q: Where does this faith come from? – “faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.” (Rom.10:17)
2.20.1. “For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.” (Rom.15:4)

2.21. End: An old writer said that Faith and Reason may be compared to two travelers. Faith is like a man in full health, who can walk his twenty or thirty miles at a time without suffering. Reason is like a little child, who can only, with difficulty, accomplish three or four miles. "Well," says the old writer, "on a given day Reason says to Faith, 'O good Faith, let me walk with you.' Faith replies, 'O Reason, you could never walk with me!' However, to try their paces, they set out together, but they soon find it hard to stay together. When they come to a deep river, Reason says, 'I can never ford this,' but Faith wades through it singing. When they reach a lofty mountain, there is the same exclamation of despair; and in such cases, Faith, in order not to leave Reason behind, is obliged to carry him on his back. Oh, what luggage is Reason to Faith!"
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