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Hebrews 11:23-29





    12-15-02
“Moses Faith!”

1. Intro:
1.1. “Faith gives reality to things that cannot be seen.” - Years ago one of the Russian cosmonauts came back and said, "Some people say God lives out there. I looked around, and I didn't see any God out there." 
1.1.1. Billy Graham's wife, Ruth, says he looked in the wrong place. “If he'd stepped outside the space ship without his space suit, he would have seen God very quickly.”

1.2. We continue on in the gallery of O.T. heroes of faith…our next runner up is Moses!
1.2.1. Here we have Moses 2nd only to father Abraham as Israel’s greatest. He was Israel’s greatest lawgiver, historian, & deliverer.

1.3. For more background on this morning read the book of Exodus which tells Moses life story! (or go rent “Prince of Egypt”() {Esp.ch.’s 1,2,12,14}

2. MOSES! (23-29)
2.1. [1] FAITH TO DO THE RIGHT THING! (23) [Ex.2:1-10]
2.2. This actually has to do with the faith of Moses parents rather then his in this verse.
2.2.1. Let’s read Ex.2:1-10 for a reminder of the story!
2.2.2. There names were Amram & Jochebed(Ex.6:20). They were both of the tribe of Levi(Ex.2:1). They had 2 other children whom we know. Aaron, the oldest of the 3 kids. Miriam, Moses’ older sister.

2.2.3. It was at a very dark time for Israel. When Pharaoh commanded the Hebrew midwives to murder all the males immediately upon birth.

2.3. A beautiful child – 
2.3.1. This seems like an odd reason. What parents don’t look at their child & think their child’s the cutest child ever???
2.3.1.1. Obviously there was something about him that made him “more beautiful”!

2.3.2. It implied he was “no ordinary child”.
2.3.3. He was not only beautiful, but a gifted & unusually promising one.
2.3.4. Josephus suggested Moses’ parents received a revelation from God concerning their son’s destiny.
2.4. Moses parent’s came up w/this creative plan to “float” him right  into Pharaoh’s palace.
2.4.1. No not literally. He wasn’t shootin’ the rapids as in some coloring books. Ex.2:3,4

2.5. Faith paid immediate dividends for Jochebed as she got paid to nurse her own child. And to raise him during the early & most formative years! 
2.5.1. Do you realize while Pharoah was trying his best to murder the Hebrew babies; his daughter was using royal funds keeping one alive! (That’s so God!)

2.5.2. So, Amram & Jochebed were the molders & shapers of Moses faith during the early years(Ex.2:9,10).
2.5.2.1. He became aware of his own origins; was taught to fear God; made conscious of his call to deliver his people(as Acts 7:25 attests to this “For he supposed that his brethren would have understood that God would deliver them by his hand, but they did not understand.”)

2.5.2.2. Their faith, prayers, bravery, & their creativity saved their son.

2.5.2.3. Moses could say, like the preacher who gave his mother this tribute, “My mother practices what I preach!”

2.5.2.4. What an encouragement for those of us who are attempting to raise a godly family in today’s secular desert! (Hughes)

2.6. Personal Lessons: 
2.6.1. Don’t Fear the Pharaoh’s!
2.6.2. Entrust your children into God’s care!
2.6.2.1. New mom’s & dad’s – Can you make a little ark & float your child in the reeds of the Nile?

2.6.2.2. Of course you can come up with a 100 reasons why you can’t (what if waves come, what if it’s not-waterproof, what if he’s found & taken & drowned by the Egyptians, what if…)

2.7. [2] FAITH TO CHOOSE AFFLICTION OVER AFFLUENCE! (vs.24-26) [Ex.2:11-14]

2.8. Moses is now a 40 year old man as we move from vs.23 to 24.
2.9. (24) “The son of the Pharaoh” – was a title, a royal designation.
2.9.1. During this 19th Egyptian Dynasty would’ve meant prestige & wealth

2.9.2. This must have been a blow to the Pharaoh.
2.9.3. Faith is courageous!
2.10. (25) Read vs.25 & then quote…Erma Bombeck said, “Don't confuse fame with success. Madonna is one, and Helen Keller is the other.”

2.11. I guess not all faith leads to material & physical blessings as some believe w/in the church today!
2.11.1. Which way do you view Christianity? “Laying yours oars in the bottom of the boat and floating along; or paddling hard against the current?”

2.12. Sin is pleasurable! - “…the pleasures of sin for a season”(KJV) – “…rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.”(NIV) – “passing pleasure of sin”(NASB)
2.12.1. “To have temporary pleasure of sin”(A.T. robertson)
2.12.2. Faith must choose between the attractive…but temporary; & affliction…but eternal!

2.12.3. It is wrong to teach your children that sin isn’t pleasurable…it is! 
2.12.3.1. But what we need to teach them is that it is a temporary pleasure…w/devastating consequences!

2.12.3.2. I didn’t stop drinking, going to parties, & doing drugs because I didn’t enjoy it any longer. No, I learned where that road leads to “And its end was death!” “There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”

2.12.3.3. Kent Hughes likened the pleasures of sin unto a Chinese dinner! - “No matter how much you eat, you are hungry again in a couple hours.”

2.12.4. Q: So, how did Moses say no to those Egyptians delights? (see vs.26)
2.13. (26) He looked to the reward!
2.13.1. “looked” = “to keep one’s attention fixed on something, as an artist fixes his attention on the object or model that he is reproducing in painting or sculpture.” (LKGNT)
2.13.1.1. Apollo 13, to conserve power, shut down the onboard computer that steered the craft. Yet the astronauts needed to conduct a thirty-nine-second burn of the main engines. How to steer? Astronaut Jim Lovell determined that if they could keep a fixed point in space in view through their tiny window, they could steer the craft manually. That focal point turned out to be their destination—Earth!

2.14. Reproach – disgrace.
2.14.1. Rom.8:18 “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” – It’s believing in the reward! (11:6 also)

2.14.2. Q: Can you except earthly disgrace? Disgrace for the sake of Christ? [from your parents, family, aunt Betsy, your neighbor]
2.14.2.1. Maybe, becoming a missionary rather than the career they had planned for you.
2.14.2.2. Maybe, giving up a high paying job to serve the Lord.
2.14.2.3. I think anyone who has gone into ministry has experienced reproach of some sort, by someone.

2.14.2.4. Not only in ministry but in a Christian’s everyday life!
2.14.2.4.1. When we stand up for moral principles in our work place or school. 

2.15. Personal Lessons: 
2.15.1. Don’t Fear Missing out on Worldly Fun!
2.16. [3] FAITH TO WAIT IN MIDIAN! (27) [Ex.2:14-22]
2.17. Moses withdraws to Midian.
2.18. Admittedly he fled to save his life(Ex.2:14,15) because he feared the anger of the king; but the writer of Hebrews goes deeper into the story.
2.18.1. For Moses to withdraw to Midian was not an act of fear; it was an act of courage! How? It showed the courage of the man who has learned to wait!

2.18.2. Q: How long did he wait in Midian? (40 years) 
2.18.3. During this time he continued to “see” the unseen, the invisible realities!
2.18.3.1. “Faith’s eye saw what the physical eye is incapable of seeing”


2.18.3.2. Christianity is to be lived supernaturally! – Elisha prayed for his servant “O Lord, open his eyes so he may see”(see horses & chariots of the lords army surrounding & protecting them!) 

2.18.4. David had to wait a long while for his coronation didn’t he?
2.18.4.1. “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.” 1 Pet.5:6

2.19. Personal Lessons: 
2.19.1. Don’t Fear Missing Your Opportunity!
2.19.1.1. This is what David’s friends were saying to him in the cave “this is your opportunity to takes Saul’s life & become king…like God told you you were!”

2.19.2. Q: Are you big enough to wait until God says, “Now is the hour?”
2.19.2.1. A. S. Peake said, “The courage to abandon work on which one’s heart is set & accept inaction cheerfully as the will of God is of the rarest & highest kind & can be created & sustained only by the clearest spiritual vision.”

2.19.3. “It is human to fear to miss the chance; but it is great to wait for the time of God – even when it seems like throwing a chance away!”


2.20. [4] FAITH TO OBEY GOD’S WORD! (28) [Ex.12]
2.21. Now we leap frog over many years. Past Moses’ confrontation with the new Pharaoh. Past 9 plagues to the 10th one. To the final & fateful night in Egypt. Till Pharaoh finally, “let his people go!”

2.22. The sprinkling of the blood at Passover was upon the door posts of each Israelites household. 
2.22.1. “The instructions strange; the demands costly; the ritual unprecedented!”


2.22.2. This act of faith broke the back of Pharaoh’s resistance & the Egyptians begged the Israelites to leave!
2.22.3. Also, this is in the perfect tense & thus actually means that Moses instituted the Passover & did so as a lasting ordinance.
2.22.3.1. Which means he never doubted God was going to deliver them; & bring them to the land; so they could not only do this again, but perpetually through the years!

2.23. Personal Lessons: 
2.23.1. Don’t Fear Looking Foolish!
2.24. [5] FAITH TO MOVE FORWARD! (29) [Ex.14]
2.25. This recounts the story of the faith that was exercised by Moses & Israel when the Egyptians changed their minds & pursued Israel w/an army of chariots & soldiers.
2.25.1. Moses had to tell them to “stand still”; “hold your peace”; & “go forward!” (Ex.14:15)
2.25.1.1. It takes faith to move forward!
2.25.1.2. An Arabian prince received a new sword, he exclaimed, “This is too short!” to which came the reply, “To a brave man no sword is too short. If it seems too short, simply take one step forward & it will be long enough!”
2.25.1.3. It takes faith to move forward!

2.25.2. Moses faith was shown when he lifted his staff & held his hand over the sea for it to part!

2.25.3. Israel’s faith wasn’t until they passed through the walls of water & arrived safely on the other shore.
2.25.3.1. Q: When does your faith kick in?

2.25.4. Faith dares to obey despite apparent obstacles & difficulties.
2.25.5. “It pays no attention to impossibilities when God has spoken!”

2.25.6. Q: Are you facing any situations today that seem “there is just no way out?”
2.25.6.1. God does not send us out into a sea of trouble to drown.
2.25.6.2. His promise is to see us through to the other side!
2.25.6.3. “…he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” (1 Cor.10:13b)
2.26. Personal Lessons: 
2.26.1. Don’t Fear The Enemy!
2.26.2. “The business of life, the way of life, consists in getting over fences, not lying down & moaning on the other side!” (“As in Adam” book)

2.27. Wrap up! - So what was the key top Moses faith?
2.27.1. Ex.33:11 “So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.”
2.27.2. Numb.12:6-8 “Hear now My words: If there is a prophet among you, I, the LORD, make Myself known to him in a vision; I speak to him in a dream. Not so with My servant Moses; He is faithful in all My house. I speak with him face to face, Even plainly, and not in dark sayings; And he sees the form of the LORD.” 

2.28. The Key? – The close intimacy of his relationship w/ God. Moses knew God personally & intimately. To every task he came out from God’s presence!
2.28.1. It is told that before a great battle Napoleon would stand in his tent alone; he would send for his commanders to come to him, one by one; when they came in, he would say no word but look them in the eye & shake them by the hand; & they would go out ready to die for the general they loved.
2.28.2. The secret of victorious living is to face God before we face men!
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