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    12-29-02
“Victories of Faith!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Faith makes one sure of the future as if it were present; it also brings the invisible into view!

1.2. Outline: Mighty for God! - Martyrs for God! - Rewarded from God!
1.3. Here we have a record of victories of faith. Some victories were public & miraculous; others were private & rather ordinary; some were delivered by faith; others did not escape, but were given grace to bear their suffering.

2. MIGHTY FOR GOD! (30-35a)
2.1. Jericho, Faith Outside the City! (30) [Story Joshua 5:13-15; ch.6]
2.2. Jericho, the 1st major obstacle to the conquest of the promise land.
2.2.1. Read Joshua 5:13-15.
2.2.2. He went to take a look for himself. He was “by” Jericho(i.e. in immediate proximity). They had huge walls. Deut.1:28 described it as, “walled up to the sky.” It was very fortified!

2.2.3. A small city. Basically 4 football fields(2, end to end; then 2 deep)

2.2.3.1. To circle the city took about 30 minutes.
2.2.4. Joshua followed explicit instructions, thus teaching us “true faith is an obedient faith!
2.2.4.1. The order of the walkers were: Soldiers 1st – 7 priests w/shofars – the ark – the people – the rear guard of soldiers.

2.2.4.2. Notice the Ark in the exact center! – It was God’s presence that circled Jericho that week & God’s presence that brought the walls down.

2.2.4.3. Central to their faith was their awareness that God was w/them, leading them.

2.2.4.4. In John Bunyan’s church in Bedford, England, there is a poem framed on the wall from which the preacher exits to walks to the pulpit. It reads: “Enter this door As if the floor Within were gold, And every wall Of jewels, all Of wealth untold, As if a choir, in robes of fire were singing here; No shout, not rush, But hush,…For God is near.”

2.2.5. This also teaches us “true faith is to obey God even when it doesn’t make sense or even seems absurd!”
2.2.5.1. The world might say, “you claim all your income? Uncle Sam gets enough of your money doesn’t he?” – Q: Will you trust the Lord to take care of your finances?
2.2.5.2. Turn the cheek when you can clean his clock? – Q: Will you trust the Lord to take care of your reputation/pride?
2.2.5.3. Suffer myself to be defrauded? - Q: Will you trust the Lord to work this out in the long run?

2.2.5.4. Q: Do you have the faith to join an absurd march around Jericho? 

2.2.5.5. Q: Do you have the voice of faith that shouts our outward expression of our inward confidence in the power of God?

2.2.6. Jericho fell victim to the faith of Joshua, the children of Israel & Rahab’s faith!
2.3. Rahab, Faith Inside the City! (31) [Story Joshua 2]
2.4. Not all the faith was outside the city!
2.5. The 2 spies sought hiding in the house of a prostitute? (not your normal short-term missions trip!)
2.5.1. Lodging in such a place was characteristic of traveling merchants.
2.5.1.1. But they were spotted, the king was told, & Rahab immediately determined their identity. They couldn’t go back into the city. If the went down the wall they’d surely be easily tracked down by the horseman.

2.5.1.2. When all looked bleak…then up pops the faith & good works of a harlot! (Q: How trustworthy was this?)

2.5.2. To top it off she lies(actually 3 lies: she said she didn’t know where they were from; she said they’d gone; said she didn’t know where they were now)
2.5.2.1. Lying is never seen as right/acceptable! 
2.5.2.2. Understand her backdrop on her life in her pagan culture & lowly profession.
2.5.2.3. She had no knowledge of the revelation at Sinai. 
2.5.2.4. Understand we still deal with lying today in many 3rd world countries where it is very much a norm in the culture.
2.5.2.5. God seemed to recognize the motive behind the act & that motive was faith!
2.5.2.6. We must be patient w/the new converts!
2.5.2.6.1. John Newton who wrote “Amazing Grace” continued to participate in the slave trade for over a year after his dramatic conversion.
2.5.2.7. Often real faith is salted w/sin. Be slow to judge & quick to perceive faith!

2.5.3. By faith her family was saved as she did as was told her, to place a scarlet cord/rope in her window. 
2.5.3.1. One commentator noted that it might have been a way to mark where a prostitute lived, thus she lived in the “red rope district” so to speak!
2.5.3.1.1. Interesting that 40 years earlier at the 1st Passover the family were commanded to be in the house. They were to put red lambs blood on the door. And when the death angel came all inside would be protected.
2.5.3.1.2. In both cases the red on the door or the window evidenced the faith of those inside.

2.5.4. Q: Have you hung out your red cord in your window, announcing your faith in this dark world? 

2.5.5. Rahab’s faith was a costly faith! She risked everything. Faith is not a barren intellectual process. True faith brings I action…even when it costs.

2.6. Rahab’s faith reminds us that no one is too bad or too ignorant to be saved! 
2.6.1. Her story reminds us that there is hope for all us sinners, w/our slow developing, imperfect, stumbling, selfish faith.

2.6.2. Rahab obviously left her profession as she married Salmon, she birthed Boaz(Obed, Jesse, David, …Christ!)
2.6.2.1. He was a prince of Judah…making her a “princess & ancestor of Christ!” (
2.6.2.2. From Prostitute to Princess!

2.7. There were far too many to name them all. So next he goes through the variegated accomplishments of a handful more.

2.8. Gideon! (32) [Story Judges 7]
2.8.1. Noted for his victory over Midian(120,000 strong) w/a reduced army (from32,000, to 10,000, to…) 300 men. Armed only w/trumpets & pitchers, w/hidden torches.

2.9. Barak! [Story Judges 4]
2.9.1. Barak was encouraged by the prophetess Deborah, & defeated the Canaanite army of Sisera, that was 900 chariots of iron strong.
2.10. Samson! [Story Judges 13]
2.10.1. A.K.A. the muscleman of Israel, susceptible to the charms of women, but nevertheless the instrument of God to deliver Israel from philistine oppression.

2.10.2. Once he was blinded, he regained his spiritual perspective, & in a great act of faith he prayed & received strength to avenge himself.

2.11. Jephthah! [Story Judges 11]
2.11.1. Haunted by his foolish vow to sacrifice his daughter, but also conqueror of the Ammonites & punisher of the tribe of Ephraim.

2.12. David! [Story 1 Sam. 17]
2.12.1. Faith shown right from the beginning, in the challenging & slaying of Goliath!

2.13. Samuel!
2.13.1. 1st of the prophets & last of the judges, who lived by faith from his boyhood years w/Eli at the Tabernacle to his final days.
2.13.2. Through faith he fearlessly delivered God’s word to anyone anywhere at anytime…even the sinning Saul.


2.14. The prophets!
2.14.1. The rest would surely included: Elijah, Elisha, Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel, & others.

2.15. The “faith life” makes such deeds possible: deeds of valor, might, courage, or perseverance.

2.16. What is interesting is that with each of these saints(& all saints) is that there is always found in them something reprehensible(blameworthy). 

2.16.1. Nevertheless although faith may be imperfect & incomplete it does not cease to be approved by God!
2.16.2. There is hope for all of us! Faith’s empowerment isn’t beyond any of us!
2.16.3. As believers we all have “unexplored faith capacities” that will surprise not only others but, most of all, ourselves.
2.17. (33) Conquered kingdoms – or subdued kingdoms.
2.18. Worked righteousness - or administered justice.
2.18.1. Doing that which is right in reference to personal integrity.
2.18.2. Job said, “Till I die I will not put away my integrity from me.” (27:5)
2.19. Obtained promises – or gained what was promised.
2.20. Stopped the mouth of lions – Like Samson(bare handed, ripped apart) , David(by the beard, & stabbed it), Beniah(into a pit no a snowy day), & most popular Daniel(stopped the lions by faith & prayer).

2.21. (34) Quenched the violence of fire – Shadrah, Meshach, & Abednego.
2.22. Escaped the edge of the sword – David, Elijah, Elisha, & many others.
2.23. Out of weakness were strong – “If you think you are too “small” to be effective, you have never been in bed with a mosquito!”
2.23.1. We are all asked to do more than we can do. Every hero and heroine of the Bible did more than he would have thought it possible to do.

2.24. (35a) Women received their dead back to life – Elijah delivered the son of the widow of Zarephath back to her, after he had stretched himself out on the child & prayed 3 times. Elisha delivered the Shunammite women’s son back to her, after he had stretched himself out on the child “mouth to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands”. Jesus restored the widow of Nain’s son back to his mom. And also Lazarus to his sisters Mary & Martha. Peter raised Dorcas back to life &  the widow’s in Joppa rejoiced.
2.24.1. What a faith to not even allow death to defeat it!

2.25. 1st we had heads & now tails! “The other side of the coin!”
3. MARTYRS FOR GOD! (35b-40)
3.1. (35a) “Others” - the unnamed, but just as important as the named!
3.1.1. God has not promised wholesale deliverance in this life for his people at all times & in every situation.
3.1.2. Not all of us will be “winners” in this life!
3.1.3. In the worlds eyes most people of faith are seen as big “losers”!
3.2. A better resurrection – How can one res. be better than another?
3.2.1. Because it is a resurrection not just back to this life on earth, but a resurrection to everlasting life in the world to come.
3.3. (36) I guess faith doesn’t always lead to material & physical blessings?
3.4. (37) Stoned – possibly Jeremiah. 
3.5. Sawn in two – possibly Isaiah [found in the Jewish Haggadah in Ascension of Is.]
3.5.1. It says that “he neither cried aloud nor wept, but his lips spake w/the H.S. until he was sawn in twain.” (5:1,2,14)
3.6. Sheepskins & Goatskins – often the cloaks worn by prophets, as they were often reduced to poverty.
3.6.1. God’s heroes & heroines are often unrecognized while they are alive. Like Jesus he was “despised & rejected of men.”
3.7. (38) Not worthy…wandered in deserts – like sheep hunted by wolves.
3.7.1. “They were outlawed as people who were unfit for civilized society; the truth was that civilized society was unfit for them!”
(Bruce)
3.8. Rewarded From God! (39,40)
3.9. (39) See (vs.2) it goes full circle from the start of the chapter.
3.9.1. The important thing isn’t God’s deliverance; it is God’s approval!
3.9.2. Faith in God gives you the ability to endure when others are giving up!
3.10. (40) Something better for us?
3.10.1. If they did all this before “the great light of Grace” had shone…what effect should the full glory of the gospel have on us?
3.10.2.  “A tiny spark of light led them to heaven, but now that the Sun of righteousness shines on us what excuse shall we offer if we still cling to the earth?” (Calvin)

3.11. This whole chapter culminates in the next 3 verses of ch.12. Especially…“consider Him”!

3.12. Q: What has faith in God enabled you to do?
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