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Hebrews 12:12-17






1-26-03
“The Runner, Hunter, Gardener, & the Godless!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Last week – We move from God being the disciplining parent to the demanding coach!
1.2. Here the writer deals with very practical everyday Christian life & living! 
1.2.1. He knew that sometimes it is given to a man to mount up w/wings as an eagle; sometimes man is enabled to run & not be weary; but he also knew that of all things it is hardest to walk every day & not to faint.


1.3. Outline: The Runner! The Hunter! The Gardener! The Godless!
2. CHRISTIAN LIVING! (12-17)
2.1. THE RUNNER! (12,13)
2.1.1. Here the writer runs back to his running analogy.
2.1.2. Remember, the spiritual life is a long distance run!
2.2. RUN TOUGH! (12,13a)
2.2.1. The call here is to “tough it out!” “suck it up!” “Gut it out!”
2.2.2. The picture is that of a runner nearing the finish line, completely exhausted, wanting to give up, blistered feet, cramping calves, dry mouth, & heavy legs.
2.2.2.1. It’s the runner whose stride has been reduced; his legs are moving only because of the momentum of hypnotic rhythm; his arms barely swinging close to his side!

2.2.3. Isaiah said, “Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who are fearful-hearted, "Be strong, do not fear! Behold, your God will come…” (35:3,4)

2.2.4. This is what we call “Muscular Christianity!” 
2.3. RUN TOGETHER! (13b)
2.3.1. Straight paths – the track made by the feet of the runners. Or it is speaking of the running lane.
2.3.2. (NIV) "Make level paths for your feet, so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed” – Help everyone finish the race!

2.3.2.1. The image is of the weak runners helping the weaker runners at the end of the race. 
2.3.2.2. It is the strong runners coming back after their race to help those struggling to finish.

2.3.2.3. The call here is to “corporate toughness” in helping each other to run well!

2.3.3. THE U.S. COAST GUARD CUTTER HEALY is designed to break 4 ½ feet of ice continuously at three knots and can operate in temperatures as low as -50 degrees F. - The ship slams against the wicked ice of the Northwest Passage. From inside the vessel's belly, the ice seems to be fighting back, roaring, screaming, pounding against the steel hull. The ship is stopped cold in the frozen tracks of the passage. It pauses, backs up in black water, then rams the great white frozen ridges again. The weakened ice finally bends and gives way. The Healy, the newest icebreaker in the U.S. Coast Guard, moves slowly forward, as if putting a foot through the throat of the Arctic. But to either side of the ship, the ice is untouched, six feet thick, looking like a frozen extension of land. [Push on!]

2.4. THE HUNTER!  (14)
2.5. PURSUE PEACE!
2.5.1. This kind of peace is to be pursued! – It requires effort; it is not something that just happens. It is a product of mental & spiritual toil & sweat!
2.5.1.1. Matter of fact “Peace is not made with friends. Peace is made with enemies.” {Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, quoted in Newsweek}


2.5.2. Conflict in our church brings glory to Satan & disgraces our God!
2.5.2.1. Q: How many disgraceful public displays of church disagreements could be prevented if this one admonition of vs.12 were heeded?

2.5.3. Here we need the “runners lean” at the finish line…because frankly some people are just difficult to live peaceably with. 
2.5.3.1. Rom.1:18 “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone.” (NIV)
2.5.4. “The gifts of God are given, but they are not given away; they have to be won!”
 – They are won by obedience unto Him!

2.6. HUNT HOLINESS!
2.6.1. Holiness – the root meaning is always difference & separation.
2.6.1.1. Yes, we live in this world, but we are to be different from it & separate from it. 
2.6.1.2. His aim is not to stand well w/men; but to stand well w/God!
2.6.1.3. Sin will grow w/o sowing, but holiness needs cultivation. Pursue it as a hunter pursues his prey.
2.6.2. No one will see the Lord? – “holiness” is referring to the sanctifying process that occurs in the life of the true believer. He is not speaking of perfection already attained!
2.6.2.1. Again, if the Holy angels cover their faces in the presence of God(Is.6:2) how then could an unholy person see God?
2.6.3. When an observatory is about to be built, the site selected is always on some high mountain. The aim is to find a place where there is a clear, unobstructed view of the heavens. Similarly, faith requires for its heavenly vision the highlands of holiness and separation, the pure sky of a consecrated life.
 (A.B.Simpson)

2.7. THE GARDNER! (15)
2.8. THE FLOWER OF GRACE!
2.8.1. Picture God having a “garden hose of grace” – Don’t do things that cause Him to “pinch the hose” for a time. 
2.8.1.1. James 4:6 “But He gives more grace.”
2.8.1.2. Earlier our writer said, “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” (Heb. 4:16)

2.8.1.3. Yet we cause God to “pinch” of His Grace…when we: neglect His Word, abandon fellowship, or pass over payer with Him.

2.9. THE ROOT OF WORMWOOD!
2.9.1. This is taken from Deut.29:18 “that there may not be among you a root bearing bitterness or wormwood;” or (NIV) “make sure there is no root among you that produces such bitter poison.”

2.9.2. Q: Is there any root of bitterness planted in your hearts soil?
2.9.2.1. If so, be guaranteed…every plant can only bring forth what its root supplies!

2.9.2.2. If you have gossip roots, be guaranteed you grow a poisonous plant.

2.9.3. Bitterness - It's the little things that annoy us; we can sit on a mountain but not on a tack.
2.9.3.1. Dwight Lyman Moody said, “Those who say they will forgive but can't forget, bury the hatchet, but they leave the handle out for immediate use.” 

2.9.3.2. James asks, “Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same opening? Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring yields both salt water and fresh.”

2.9.4. This is a warning against the infection from the world!

2.10. THE GODLESS! (16,17)
2.11. SEXUAL APPETITE!
2.11.1. Fornicator – pornos. 
2.11.2. Esau was subject to his “Tomcat nature”, as Kent Hughes put it.
2.12. PHYSICAL APPETITE!
2.12.1. Profane – godless, irreligious.
2.12.2. He was focused on food, fun & females!
2.12.2.1. A sensual man who put the needs of his body 1st.
2.12.3. “Esau was like a living beer commercial”!

2.13. He describes the man whose mind recognizes nothing higher than earth, for whom there is nothing sacred, who has no reverence for the unseen.
2.13.1. This profane/godless/irreligious/unhallowed life is a life w/o any awareness of, or interest in, God.
2.13.2. In his thoughts, aims, pleasures, he is completely earthbound!
2.13.3. They see no horizon beyond this world!
2.14. There is a Hebrew legend regarding Jacob & Esau(twins)had a conversation while in their mothers womb(I told you it was a legend!) 
2.14.1. “My brother, there are 2 worlds before us, this world & the world to come. In this world men eat & drink & traffic & marry & bring up sons & daughters; but all this does not take place in the world to come. If you like, take this world & I will take the other.”

2.14.2. See Eccl.2:1-11

2.14.3. Q: Which world will you choose? 
2.14.3.1. Will you take this world? Please take the other!!!
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