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Hebrews 12:18-29






  2-2-03
“Twin Peaks(Sinai & Zion)!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Pray for: the families of the Space Shuttle Colombia.
1.2. Not only were the early Christians surrounded by a “great cloud of witnesses”(12:1); but they were also surrounded by a “dark cloud of distracters”…jeering, taunting, & heckling them on their way!”

1.2.1. They yell, on your marathon race, “You’re going the wrong way!” “Look out behind you!” “You’ll never make it!”

1.2.2. And so the early believers dealt with those who were calling them back to the old law, old Judaism; the old covenant.

1.2.3. And so might you have to still deal with friends or family members trying to lure you back via… “Christians don’t have fun!” “Jesus isn’t the way, He’s only a way!”

1.3. The Lord seems to believe “a picture is worth a 1000 words!”
1.3.1. Because He gave the Jews a picture they’d never forget!
1.3.2. Really, a picture of Himself regarding His Holiness!
1.3.3. The time period…about 14 centuries before Christ; the place… Mnt. Sinai; the reason…to give them the 10 commandments; the picture…let’s read(18-21)!

2. TWIN PEAKS! (18-24)
2.1. Note words that are contrasted: Sinai/Zion; heaven/earth; new/old cov.; terror/joy; shake/unshaken; not come/come; distance/closeness; law at Sinai/grace & glory at Zion.

2.2. SINAI! (18-21) 
2.3. A mountain that sits near the base of the Sinai Peninsula(7,500’ h; 2 m. long; 1 m. wide). 
2.3.1. Where the Red Sea forks up with the Gulf of Suez to the West, & the Gulf of Aqaba to its East.

2.4. Read – Ex.19:16-20
2.4.1. As Carole King wrote in a “little” different context, “I feel the earth move under my feet…” (what seismic tremors they must have felt)

2.4.2. Gods purpose for this horrific display?…the absolute unapproachableness of God! – It was to instill the proper fear of God…did He accomplish this?

2.4.3. Q: Why would God want man to fear Him?…see 20:18-21
2.4.3.1. To understand that God is Holy, & man is a sinner is to stand at the threshold of Grace!!!


2.5. Q: What was the big problem of Sinai? – It provided no power to overcome sin!
2.5.1. As one put this dilemma to poem, “To run & work the law commands, Yet gives me neither feet nor hands.”

2.6. Today we aren’t tempted to go back to Sinai, in the sense of returning to the law. 
2.6.1. Yet we do have a tendency to build our own synthetic Sinai’s!

2.6.2. Here’s how it works. - I go stand on my own little spiritual Sinai, God speaks to me a word of conviction, on…let’s say…watching too much TV. But then I run down the mountain & try to share my personal conviction of “0” TV now, but instead I make it a “thus saith the Lord” for everyone! – Thus I have returned to Sinai!

2.6.3. Oh, how are lists elevate us, while we place all others mercilessly in our judgmental electric chair!

2.7. ZION! (22-24) 

2.8. Formerly the Jebusite fortress on the S.E. hill of Jerusalem(only 2700’). 
2.8.1. The name later included the City of David; then the Temple; later all Jerusalem; figurative of Judah; then the whole of Gods people; to finally his spiritual kingdom which includes all believing Jew & Gentiles; a.k.a. the city of the living God, & the New City Jerusalem.

2.9. Here we have Mount Zion exalted to the heavens…literally!
2.9.1. Listen to the writers 7-fold list of the Glories that await us:
2.9.2. God’s City! (22a)
2.9.2.1. When David took the city from the Jebusites, he brought the Ark of the Covenant there for its new home. Thus making this place “the place where God dwelt w/His people”!

2.9.2.2. If you are a believer you already are a “citizen” “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,” (Phil.3:20)

2.9.2.3. But you have come(perfect tense) - emphasizing our permanent, continuing state.

2.9.2.4. We are citizens of Zion, who have left Sinai & marching toward our new home(Zion).

2.9.2.5. That new city Jerusalem will have beauty unfathomable; Food delectable; Fellowship incredible; joy unbelievable; & a love inconceivable!

2.9.3. Angels! (22b)
2.9.3.1. Angels everywhere!

2.9.3.2. General assembly = festal gathering/assembly. 
2.9.3.2.1. In ancient culture this spoke of the great national assemblies & sacred games of the Greeks.

2.9.3.3. Oh the glory of singing & worshipping with these beings that have ministered to us, watched over us, passing in & out of our lives! 

2.9.4. Former-Fellow-Believers! (23a)
2.9.4.1. Remember when the old “Members Only” jackets were popular! 
2.9.4.2. Here we have members or, “Registered guests only”!

2.9.4.3. In ancient days the kings kept a register of their faithful citizens(like king Ahasuerus having the Book of Records, read to him, & ran across the faithful citizen Mordecai)


2.9.4.4. Firstborn – all rights of inheritance go to the 1st born, to us who are “co-heirs” w/Christ”. 

2.9.4.5. Bishop Westcott says, “we are a society of eldest sons of God.” {there are no 2nd, 3rd, 4th sons & daughters in the church}

2.9.4.6. We all received the Big Phat Inheritance!

2.9.5. God! (23b)
2.9.5.1. Though the scene in Zion is very joyous festival…it is not a “casual thing”!!!
2.9.5.2. “We come to Zion to meet the God of Sinai, who is judge of all!”


2.9.6. Q: How does a drill sergeant 1st interact w/his new recruits?
2.9.6.1. He wants to show them he has: Absolute ownership of them; Total authority over them; & demands continual respect from them. 

2.9.6.2. Now let’s move a few years down the line to the battle field, as they find themselves fighting shoulder to shoulder w/their sergeant.

2.9.6.3. There is a different relationship now. He’s turned them from little girls, into true soldiers!
2.9.6.3.1. They now have total respect, trust, & allegiance to their leader.
2.9.6.3.2. He may now be very personable with His men…But they NEVER cross the line & consider him a “buddy”, but always have respect for the bars on his sleeve!

2.9.6.4. Thus w/God…we grow more & more personal with Him, but never to a point of thinking of him as your little buddy, nor the Man upstairs!
2.9.6.5. He is God the judge of all!

2.9.7. The Church! (23c)
2.9.7.1. Anyone heavenward you’re looking forward to seeing again?
2.9.7.2. “…they will not be made perfect apart form us!” (11:40)

2.9.8. Jesus! (24a)
2.9.8.1. Moses was the mediator of the Old cov., but as great as he was he trembled w/fear.
2.9.8.2. But via Jesus, the mediator of the New cov., we draw near w/confidence.

2.9.9. Sprinkled blood! (24b)
2.9.9.1. Abel’s warm blood cried from the ground “vengeance”… “judgment”;
But Christ’s blood shouts “forgiven”…“peace w/God”!

2.9.9.2. Part of Zion’s mountain range is Calvary, the mountain of Love!

2.9.10. This is a 7-fold list of the Glories that await us…can you add to it?

2.10. The end of the Poem I read earlier says: 
To run and work the law commands, Yet gives me neither feet nor hands;
But better news the gospel brings: It bids me fly, and gives me wings.

2.11. We have Twin Peaks. Both mountains. Both reveal the true God. One pointing to His consuming fire…the other to His consuming Love.
2.11.1. You must start at Sinai understanding Gods holiness…then from their run w/endurance your marathon race that is set before you to Zion!

3. TWIN DUTIES! (25-29)
3.1. OBEDIENCE! (25-27) 
3.2. Do not refuse the voice of Christ speaking through the Gospel.
3.2.1. If trouble came to those who refused to hear the voice of God at Sinai…how much greater to refuse the message from His own Son!

3.2.2. This same word is used in the parable of the “Great Supper”. 
3.2.2.1. "But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.'” Lk.14:18

3.3. Shake & Bake!
3.3.1. Is.13:13 “Therefore I will shake the heavens, And the earth will move out of her place, In the wrath of the LORD of hosts And in the day of His fierce anger.”

3.3.2. 2 Pet.3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.”

3.3.3. Rev.21:1 “Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.”

3.4. (27b) Q: What are you holding onto that can be shaken...that will be removed?
3.4.1. Everything that is wrong will be done away with; sin won’t remain; Anything that is earth bound. 

3.4.2. Q: So what is unshakeable? 
3.4.2.1. Everything Heaven bound…like you & I! - Our relationship w/Him will never be shaken!

3.4.3. Q: If everything earthbound was striped away today, what would you be left with?

3.5. WORSHIP! (28,29)
3.6. (28) Serve God – or worship God (lutreo)
3.6.1. Ignatius Loyola prayed, Teach us, Lord, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for any reward save that of knowing that we do your will.


3.6.2. “What I am is God's gift to me; what I do with it is my gift to Him.”


3.7. (29) “Our God is a consuming fire” – 
3.7.1. I once watched an old Victorian house be completely consumed by flames when I lived in Whittier. (uptown, stood across the street)
3.7.1.1. The flames were so powerful!
3.7.2. Flaming Mount Sinai shows us God! {a picture is worth a thousand words!}
3.7.2.1. Note: “is” – not was!
3.8. This morning: If you haven’t visited Sinai, do it, but make it quick. 
3.8.1. Then start your journey to Zion today!
3.8.2. Consuming fire – Consuming love!

3.9. End: G.Cambell Morgan said, “We are anxious to escape from the things that cause us pain rather than from the things that cause God pain!” (sin)
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