7

Hebrews 13:1-7






  2-9-03
“To Worship God Acceptably!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Ben Johnson of Canada was stripped of his gold medals he won at Seoul in 1988 because he broke the rules about drug use.
1.1.1. Similarly the Christians faith-race is much more than a sprint to the finish line. - It is a race which brings glory to God by the way the runners behave.

1.2. Here the writer starts his epilogue(vs.1-17).
1.2.1. He moves from general admonitions to specific ones.
1.2.2. Then he covers his personal comments & his farewell(18-25).
1.2.3. The specific admonitions are broken up into 2 categories.
1.2.3.1. (1-7) Moral Directions; (8-17) Religious Directions.
1.2.3.2. Duties to God & duties to humanity!
1.2.4. Q: How are we going to influence a secularized society w/the value & power of Christian truth? 
1.2.4.1. A: Not w/our teachings necessarily…but by our lives!!!
1.2.4.2. Tell me, where does the lackadaisical attitude come from that promotes, “as long as I’m saved” or “belong to a church”…I’m fine?
1.2.4.3. Q: What happened to divine duty?
1.2.4.4. Q: Who said, “How we live doesn’t matter”?

1.3. We spring into ch.13 from the diving board of vs.12:28b(read).
1.3.1. How do we “serve/worship God acceptably?” 
1.3.2. W/reverence & godly fear & the reminder that our God is a consuming fire!
1.3.2.1. Again, if we 1st have a proper love for God then we’ll have a proper love for the church & the world! 

2. DIVINE DUTY! (1-7)
2.1. The Christians life seems to be sketched out in its bearing on the believer’s relations w/other people. (Wycliffe)
2.1.1. I picture a Childs coloring book. With a black & white outline of a person on the page. - Then each of these 6 topics are different crayon colors filling in the picture.

2.1.2. As we go through these make a mental note how “filled in” your picture is, or what colors are missing. 

2.2. Outline: 6 important points of morality & ethics!
2.2.1. “Morals describe what people do; Ethics describe what people ought to do.” (Sproul)

2.2.2. “Philadelphia(Brotherly love); Philozenia(Hospitality); Fellow Prisoners.” & then we’ll look at “Marriage; Money; & Ministers.”

2.3. Is the bible for today? 
2.3.1. Christians aren’t getting along, let alone loving each other!
2.3.2. Hospitality is a bi-word in our society, for fears of “who you’re letting in”, in this day & age! 
2.3.3. We are content just knowing the bad guys are locked up! 
2.3.4. Marriage is mocked, scorned, & dishonored every night on television! 
2.3.5. Immorality is on the rise w/both homosexual & extra-marital heterosexual relationships!
2.3.6. We love money!
2.3.7. Our religious leaders have a problem with leading when it comes to their personal lifestyles!

2.4. PHILADELPHIA! (1) [- brotherly love]
2.5. Jesus Himself said this would be the mark by which true Christians would be able to be identified…"By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
2.5.1. Not a love based on personal liking, but based on shared relationship. All Christians are “members of one another” because we share the life of Christ.

2.5.2. Practically, Christians can check on other members to see if they are in need, & see to it their basic needs of food, shelter & clothing are provided.

2.6. PHILOZENIA! (2) [- hospitality]
2.7. Not only Philadelphia but also Philozenia! 
2.7.1. Not only a love for the brethren but also a love for strangers!
2.7.2. Job could say, “but no stranger had to spend the night in the street, for my door was always open to the traveler”.

2.8. Inns were often times miserable places.
2.8.1. Ar-is-tophanes’ The Frogs, Dionysus asks Hercules if he can tell him which Inn has the fewest fleas.
Thephrastus puts inn-keeping on the level of running a brothel.


2.8.2. Thus inns were not friendly or healthy places for Christians. Thus the need for Christian hospitality!

2.9. Some OT saints were rewarded for their warm hospitable ways who ended up entertaining angels w/o knowing it! 
2.9.1. Like Abraham who extended hospitality to 3 strangers.
2.9.2. Like Gideon who encountered an angel under the oak of Ophrah.
2.9.3. Like Manoah who extended hospitality to the man who brought his wife wonderful tidings about the birth of a boy/Samson.


2.9.4. The writer was showing how Gods prizes hospitality not necessarily saying you might “luck out” & get an angel. 

2.9.5. Paul said, to be “given to hospitality.”
2.9.6. Peter reminds us how to do this, “Be hospitable to one another without grumbling.”
2.9.7. A Christan leader must be hospitable, “Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach”

2.10. This isn’t our modern practice of “repaying entertainment by one’s friends”, which isn’t wrong, it just isn’t what this is speaking of!
2.10.1. Lk.14:13,14 “But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. "And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just."

2.11. Our Personal Application: God places a great premium on opening our homes & lives to others!
2.11.1. In someone’s home is where you really get to know them.

2.11.2. How they treat there kids; pets; guests; each other; how their siblings get along…or don’t! - Whether Christ is in their home…or what place He is given in their home!

2.11.3. Q: If one of your pastors made a drop by visit, what temperature would he feel when he stepped into your home? {Icy? Warm? Hot?}

2.12. Rebuttal: “But in this day & age you can’t just invite any stranger into your home!”
2.12.1. Maybe so…but how about inviting a family over for dinner from church that you don’t know very well. {yes, breaking out of your comfortable Christian friend club} 

2.13. FELLOW PRISONERS! (3)
2.14. This was probably referring to the believers like Paul that found himself in prison often. Or those being persecuted(mistreated).

2.14.1. This is to feel empathy for them. Feel what the prisoner or the mistreated would feel. (i.e. Shame, hurt, loneliness, hopelessness!)

2.14.2. Identifying with them from the standpoint that, if you had been given all the factors of their situation, maybe you would have done the same thing!

2.15. Christians, can we really rely on our “not-so-correctional-facilities” that warehouses men & women through the system. 
2.15.1. Q: How often does this ever correct them? The fear factor does work on some, but the majority will come to visit again. 
2.15.2. They need a heart change! 
2.15.3. We can share & add dimensions of love the unbeliever never could!

2.16. Personal Application – Q: Do I need to go find someone I don’t even know in prison? – I bet you know of a relative, friend of the family, acquaintance that is serving time right now!
2.16.1. Go see them? Write them? Befriend them?

2.17. There are 3 things that Billy Graham has preached against for decades. He has said one or a combination of these 3 will take down the minister!...Sex, Money, & Power! 
2.17.1. Think of any preacher or televangelist that has fallen & you’ll find every time it is 1 or 2 or all 3 of these mentioned!

2.18. MARRIAGE! (4)
2.19. They were in a society in which chastity & honor in marriage were commonly disregarded! (diff. today?)

2.20. Marriage was dishonored in 2 extremes! (Celibacy & New Morality)
2.20.1. [1] The idea that Celibacy is better than marriage. (regarding holiness)
2.20.1.1. Though as we’ve seen in world headlines many times in this last year that Celibacy is not a safeguard against immorality!

2.20.2. [2] Traditional Marriage is Archaic, thus the New Morality is in vogue, which is no morality at all!
2.20.2.1. How sad that we even have a term…“recreational sex”.

2.21. God was the One who created sexual intimacy for the marriage bed… & it was good! 
2.21.1. The Father gave it to Adam “Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”
2.21.1.1. Thus making marriage patently heterosexual & indissoluble!

2.21.2. The Son honored marriage by performing His 1st miracle at a wedding!

2.21.3. The Holy Spirit furthered honored it in Eph. 5 by using it to portray the relationship of Christ & His church!

2.21.4. Thus marriage should be honored by ALL!

2.22. The marriage bed, the sexual relationship should be an altar, where a pure offering of a couple’s lives is made to each other & to God!
2.22.1. Instead it is often not an altar but an artillery range!

2.22.2. If you have sexual relation issues, may it become an altar of prayer for you & your spouse!

2.23. Let us not be mistaken…Sexual purity is one of God’s absolutes!
2.23.1. God views infidelity as serious. [Note: He covers ALL immorality in 4b]
2.23.2. We Christians are to be “outrageously pure”!
2.23.3. As Christian sexual morality was unique in the pagan world, it made it a source of wonder! – May it become that again today!

2.24. God will judge…both now & later!
2.24.1. Make no mistake…to take up an adulterous lifestyle & remain unrepentant is to secure ultimate judgment & damnation!

2.24.2. Gal.5:19-21 “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.”

2.24.3. Judgment in the Future = White throne.

2.24.4. Judgment in the Present = Physical(diseases); Mental(guilt, self-hatred); Relational(alienation, estrangement, hatred, sometimes murder); Societal(degradation of society, jungle ethics, illegitimate children, abortion).


2.25. MONEY! (5,6) (“not money loving”)
2.26. The preacher is not forbidding wealth, but “the love of $”. 
2.27. Wealth has its disadvantages If…It possess you, instead of you possessing it! - If you trust in it! – If you focus your thoughts & interests on it!
2.27.1. Then, “the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful.”

2.27.2. Eccl 5:10 “Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income.”

2.28. True contentment comes from resting in God’s care!
2.28.1. Which spills us into vs.5b - Which can be interpreted, “never, under any circumstances ever, will I leave you!”
 
2.28.2. Which pours us into the praise of vs.6!

2.28.3. Q: So what facts about God help to keep you from loving money? [He’ll provide!]

2.28.4. So, Christian be content…because you have God! (

2.29. MINISTERS! (7)
2.30. No wonder why the list of character traits in 1Tim.3…because of people following them. Looking at their conduct under a microscope!
2.30.1. Our life becomes the proverbial fishbowl!
2.30.2. Which if a leader despises this he has no business being in ministry! – But if he embraces this…it will keep his very soul!

2.31. Their conduct – It seems to be an ever growing trend, that if a minister has an extra-marital affair…he can just keep on preaching?
2.31.1. Kent Hughes put it best…“They increasingly sound like old-time railroad conductors who loudly invite people to embark to destinations they themselves have never visited & to which they are incapable of traveling!”

2.31.2. Can he be forgiven & used by God again…Of Course! {but after true repentance, some time, & healing for all involved}

2.31.3. How many jr. high & high schoolers souls have been crushed, might we even say damned by their youth pastors moral failures?

2.32. Q: You might ask yourself, “How can I remember them?”
2.32.1. Well I’m glad you asked!
2.32.2. Explain the 1 day fast for your church leadership!
2.32.3. Christian fasting isn’t….for a political reason like Gandhi used it(to protest something); for a health reason(though that is ok to do)…just don’t get them confused(yea, I could shed a few pounds)!

2.32.4. Christian fasting is…a test to see what desires control us!
2.32.4.1. We should be willing to do w/o anything for Him, to show Him supreme!

2.32.4.2. Paul said, “I will not be mastered by anything!”
2.32.4.3. It is taking your focus on “making, buying, cooking, & planning” for food for a day; & placing that “extra time” you just made in your day for hungering for God, & praying for something specific.

2.32.5. Is fasting for our time period? - “Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but Your disciples do not fast?" And Jesus said to them, "Can the friends of the bridegroom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.” (Mt.9:14,15)

2.32.6. I am asking, in a very practical way, to remember those who rule over you! (see vs.18)
2.32.6.1. Tables in the front – they’ll give you a date – you’ll fill out a lil postcard. 
2.32.6.2. We should have our leadership covered in prayer & fasting by 4/5 people, every day, for the year 2003!

2.33. J.H.Jowet “Holy Spirit, I pray that thou wilt repress the risings of unholy passion & thought. May ill things be strangled at their birth! Save me lest I so encourage the evil that the encouragement leads to my undoing.”

2.34. End: Love your brothers/sisters in Christ! – Love outside your personal friend-group! – Feel for prisoners! – Hold marriage in high esteem! – Practice Contentment! – Follow the lifestyles of the Righteous & faithful!
� Kent Hughes; pg.209


� Ibid; pg.218,219





