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Hebrews 13:8-16





2-16-03
“Jesus Christ, Eternally the Same, Eternally Contemporary!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Pray for Haiti Construction team.
1.2. Fasting Sign-ups – (Last week stack) – This week in booth.
2. PLEASING GOD! (8-17)
2.1. (8) Jesus Christ, eternally the same, eternally contemporary!
2.1.1. Ever hear the old adage, “The only thing that is sure…is change!”
2.1.1.1. Or, “The only person that likes change is a wet baby!”

2.1.2. Cal Thomas[political columnist] wrote, “For 35 years, the Motion Picture Production Code served as a moral guideline for American filmmakers. The code, to which filmmakers were required to adhere, included this paragraph: "No picture shall be produced which will lower the moral standards of those who see it. Hence the sympathy of the audience shall never be thrown to the side of crime, wrongdoing, evil, or sin." 
2.1.2.1. We all would agree…My how times have changed!


2.1.3. We do live in such a changing environment!
2.1.3.1. Our earth suits move from tight pink as a baby, to white & wrinkly as we grow old; Our personalities either grow sweeter with age or grow sour; Our relationships, w/others constantly change…for better or worse; Our environment transforms before our very eyes(leaves on the trees, to a rivers banks); How about in the field of electronics… need I say more?
2.1.3.2. We laugh & weep, work & play…& then we are gone!
2.1.3.3. Our souls long for something solid!

2.1.3.4. And here we have the most firm “rock-solid foundation” found in all of scripture…vs.8!

2.1.4. Poem/thoughts: The World is an Ocean – The Savior A Submarine!
2.1.4.1. Out in the middle of the ocean dark blue,
With its moon controlled tides with its ebbs & its flows.
White capping waves tossed in agitation mode,
Current so swift pulling all that drifts, in its powerful wake.
Rain drawn from, then dumping upon the seas great expanse.
Wind from still to torrential in moments.
Yet never that matters when tucked safe inside…a submarine.
It’s able to navigate through the roughest a storm.
Cutting its path like a cold knife through warm butter.
The World is an Ocean – The Savior our Submarine!

2.1.5. Our soul longs for stability, our heart for solidity!
2.1.5.1. God the father doesn’t change, the Son doesn’t change, & the H.S. doesn’t change.

2.1.5.2. Read Ps.102:24-28 (esp.27)
2.1.6. Yesterday – He had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death. (5:7)
Today – He is a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. (4:15)
Forever – He always lives to make intercession for them. (7:25)

2.1.7. “God is unchanging in His being, perfections, purposes, & promises!”


2.1.8. Malachi said, “For I am the LORD, I do not change;” (3:6)
2.1.8.1. He is immutable; He will not change. He is all-wise; 
He need not change. He is perfect; He cannot change.

2.1.9. Q: What can we treasure from this doctrine? It answers…Is it possible to have close fellowship w/God that people had during biblical days?- Do you think that God is less willing to answer prayer today then He was in bible times?

2.1.10. Jesus Christ, eternally the same, eternally contemporary!

2.2. (9,10) Grace or Grub?
2.2.1. We’re not exactly sure what their immediate problem was, but obviously they held to some “sacred menu”…thinking it would make them more spiritual then the rest. 
2.2.1.1. Read Col.2:20-23

2.2.2. There is “no profit” to works-righteousness…so why keep trying?


2.2.3. It’s Grace…not foods; it’s Grace…not a certain day of the week; it’s Grace…not which gift the H.S. has gifted you with; it’s Grace… not how often you take communion; it’s Grace…not when you think when Jesus is returning!

2.2.4. Kent Hughes gives an analogy of grace being like rain descending upon us. But any that stand proudly, when grace falls upon them “it drips away like rain from a statue.” Yet like water flowing continuously to the lowest places of the earth, so the Grace of God continues to bring life, growth & nourishment to those lowly in heart! 

2.2.4.1. Thus w/the Pharisee & the Tax collector(explain). Again if Grace was rain, then the one was a cold dead statue & the other a dry thirsty sponge!

2.2.5. (10) The Grace we receive comes directly from the cross of Christ, which is Christ’s sacrifice, which is the altar mentioned here.

2.2.5.1. Which those still under the old law of Judaism…have no right to eat!

2.3. (11-14) Inside or Outside?
2.3.1. On the Day of Atonement 2 animals were slain. A bull(for the priest & his family) & a lamb(for the rest of the people). The blood of both these sacrifices was taken into the Holy of Holies. Both carcasses were taken outside the camp & burnt. 

2.3.2. Jesus the ultimate Lamb sacrifice, was taken a few blocks outside the Jaffa gate in Jerusalem, & sacrificed there.

2.3.2.1. [1] Then they needed to come to Him “out of” the old Jewish system. Today, we must step outside the gates of “religiosity or legalism or any man-made system” to find Christ!

2.3.2.2. This speaks to whatever is the “religious establishment” of the day. Whether of Judaism or of a distorted Christianty.


2.3.2.3. [2] Since he died outside the camp he has made Himself accessible to anyone in the world who will come to Him!

2.3.3. When William Carey was 17 a national day of prayer had been called because the war with the rebellious American colonies had taken a bad turn. Carey was attending a Congregationalist worship service, and the preacher's text was Hebrews 13:13 "Let us therefore go out unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach." "I think I had a desire to follow Christ," he later wrote, "but I concluded that the Church of England, as established by law, was the camp in which all were protected from the scandal of the cross, and that I ought to bear the reproach of Christ among dissenters."


2.3.4. (12) Soren Kierkegaard said, “God creates out of nothing. Wonderful, you say. Yes, to be sure, but he does what is still more wonderful: He makes saints out of sinners.”

2.3.5. Jesus planted his cross in the world so all the world could have access. And there he remains permanently available! (Hughes)

2.3.5.1. And so the call in vs.13!
2.3.6. Q: How can we bear any reproach/insult that comes our way? see 14.
2.3.7. (14) It’s like the horse that invariably comes home in less time than he makes on the journey away. “He runs home w/a hearty good will when his face is toward home.” (Spurg)

2.3.7.1. May there be joy in our hearts & as we face our Fathers home & our resting place!

2.4. (15) Worship(15) & Work(16)!
2.4.1. The British poet Coventry Kersey Dighton Patmore once said, “Mary in the house of God…A Martha in our own.”

2.4.2. [1] When it comes to Worship let’s be like Mary who was always found worshipping Jesus. Looking up into His eyes. Worshipping Him in spirit. 

2.4.2.1. Like human sunflowers always seeking to face the light! 
2.4.2.2. Notice it is expected to be continually practiced!
2.4.2.2.1. Constant spiritual activity!
2.4.2.2.2. There is nothing occasional about the true-Christian life. It is continual!
2.4.2.3. The fruit of the lips ought to be the overflow of the full heart!



2.4.2.4. The ancients argued that a thank-offering was more acceptable to God than a sin-offering. For when a man offered a sin-offering he was trying to get something for himself, while a thank-offering was the unconditional offering of a grateful heart!

2.4.2.5. A. W. Tozer said, Gratitude is an offering precious in the sight of God, and it is one that the poorest of us can make and be not poorer but richer for having made it.

2.4.3. [2] When it comes to Work let’s be like Martha. True worship always involves giving ourselves in the service of Christ & others.

2.4.3.1. 1 Jn.3:17,18 “But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.”

2.4.3.2. “…inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.”

2.4.4. What we learn from these 2 ladies of Bethany is that it isn’t necessarily one act being better then the other. But both acts of worship & work are wonderful…if they are brought to him with right hearts & in their right order!!!
2.4.4.1. First we must be His guest(sitting at His feet), before we can be His host(working & waiting on Him)!


2.4.5. Thus to please God both Worship & Work are as important to have together as a sail & a mast is to a sail boat! 

2.4.5.1. It is w/genuine praise & compassionate sharing & help that God is well pleased…not by empty rituals.

2.4.5.2. They are a “bloodless sacrifice” & holy unto God!

2.4.6. As the fruit of the spirit can be called “Attitude Fruit”(Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, & self-control); these mentioned here can be called “Action fruit!”
2.4.6.1. Spiritual fruit may be defined as any righteous act that glorifies God. {ex: leading others to Christ; giving to those in need; righteous living; & here praise to God}

2.4.7. Actually Pleasing God could be reduced to 3 attitudes/practices: 
[1] Praise(vs.15) [2] Obedience(16) [3] Submission(17).

2.5. Daniel said to King Belshazzar, “the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified.”

2.5.1. Q: What is your excuse to not glorifying the One who holds your breath & owns your ways?
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