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“A Living Hope!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Cherry Flats Story – My 1st trip to Cherry Flats (N. of Visalia).
1.1.1. A friend(Scott Harrington)drove myself & my friend Lance. – When we reached the dirt rode turn off we ran into a triple fork in the road. We had to try all three before getting the right one. We had a rough start.
1.1.2. A transformation came to “our guide” when he strapped on his backpack, it was like he was in his element, in his own backyard. 
1.1.3. An hour hike down into this canyon…he knew the way. He led us right to our campsite. 
1.1.4. On this hike we experienced up hills, down hills, shade, heat of the day, times of thirst, & at other times a refreshing stream.
1.1.5. Later he took us on some pretty scary cliffs. But always was a good guide, despite his rough beginning.

1.1.6. Peter also had a rough start, but became a worthy guide!
1.1.6.1. We find in his 2 epistles that he became a warm & encouraging & gentle pastor the Lord called him to be when he told him… “Tend my sheep!”
1.1.6.2. “You’d do well to follow Peter’s lead along the rocky path called the Christian life!” (Swindoll)
1.1.6.3. Grab Peter’s hand & let’s go!

2. INTRODUCTION & GREETING! (1,2)
2.1. GREETINGS! (1)
2.2. From Peter! (1a)
2.2.1. See 2 Pet.3:18 – Grace & Knowledge.
2.2.1.1. 1 Peters Theme = Grace. (check in 1 Pet.5:12)
2.2.1.2. Grace is in every chapter!
2.2.1.3. Peters aim is to testify of the sufficiency of God’s Grace  
2.2.1.4. 2 Peters Theme = Knowledge.

2.3. To the Pilgrims! (1b)
2.3.1. Peter names 5 regions of the Roman Empire.
2.3.1.1. Today it would be written, “To the temporary residents in modern Turkey in the North, East, South, & West.”
2.3.1.2. Clockwise he lists these regions.
2.3.1.3. Paul founded many churches in this area of Asia Minor. Ephesians(also written to saints in this same area)shows more than 100 parallels in teaching & wording!

2.3.2. Note: 2 of these regions though Paul was forbidden by the H.S. from entering earlier… “Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia. After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them.” (Acts 16;6,7)

2.3.2.1. God had plans for these regions…but also timing!

2.3.3. As he calls them pilgrims, sojourners, temporary residents…So we need to constantly remind ourselves, we also are only temporary residents of this world...we are citizens of another!
2.4. TRINITY! (2)
2.4.1. Peter starts with a “rich theological foundation”! – He gives his readers their new identity, which is grounded in the Trinity!
2.4.2. Here is the Holy Spirit’s outline of His plan of Salvation:
2.4.2.1. Note, Peters emphasis here(not, Calvin’s nor Arminius’) is that, “It is not that we have chosen God – but that He has chosen us! 
2.4.3. Selected! – The Father elects, or chooses you.
2.4.3.1. Q: How did He elect? – According to His foreknowledge.
2.4.3.2. Foreknowledge –  “To know before”. “To regard w/favor”(Pink). “To set one’s love on a person or persons in a personal way”(www)
2.4.3.2.1. “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them”, “I never knew you”.

2.4.3.3. Foreknowledge always deals with “whom” not “what”!
2.4.3.4. Jesus foreknown Acts 2:23 “Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God,”
2.4.3.5. Israel foreknown Rom. 11:2 “God has not cast away His people whom He foreknew,”
2.4.3.6. Believers foreknown Rom. 8:29 “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,”

2.4.3.7. We were not an afterthought! (
2.4.4. Sanctified! – The H.S. sets you apart.
2.4.4.1. The Holy Spirit is essential to every part of the Christian life & every step in it.
2.4.4.2. He awakes us, convicts us of sin, enables us to be freed from sin which has ensnared us, He makes it possible for us to bear His fruit(i.e. the fruit of the Spirit), then assures us that our sins are forgiven!
2.4.5. Sprinkled! – The Son purchases you.
2.4.5.1. What was Gods intention w/those who were chosen & foreknown? – Obedience!

2.4.5.2. Eph.2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
2.4.5.3. Sprinkled – In the OT there were 3 occasions when sprinkling w/blood is mentioned.
2.4.5.3.1. The Cleansing of the Leper.
2.4.5.3.2. The Setting Apart of the priest for the service of God.
2.4.5.3.3. The Obedience of the covenant keeper.
2.4.5.3.4. Ex.24:6-8 “And Moses took…half the blood he sprinkled on the altar. Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of the people. And they said, "All that the LORD has said we will do, and be obedient." And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the people, and said, "This is the blood of the covenant which the LORD has made with you according to all these words."
2.4.5.4. Through the blood of Jesus Christ the Christian is cleansed from sin, set -apart for His service & is called to obedience to Him!

2.4.6. Are you ever discouraged with your “lack of progress” in your Christian walk! – At such times is when we need to remind ourselves we are “elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father.”

2.4.7. Here is the Trinity working on our behalf!…How could Grace & Peace NOT be multiplied unto us?

3. A LIVING HOPE! (3-12)
3.1. A LIVING HOPE! (3)
3.1.1. The unsaved person is w/o hope!
3.1.1.1. Eph.2:12 “that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.”
3.1.1.2. An unbeliever’s hope is like cut flowers that bloom for a while, then fade & die. (See 1:24,25)
3.1.2. The believer has a living hope! – Because he has a living Savior!
3.1.2.1. Christ is our hope - 1 Tim.1:1 “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Savior and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope,”
3.1.2.2. A believer’s hope is like an evergreen tree. 
3.1.2.2.1. It is an ever living hope, for it has been purchased by a living Christ(vs.3), & promised in His living word(vs.23)!
3.1.2.3. We do not work for our hope it is our spiritual birthright. It is ours when we are born again.
3.2. A LASTING HOPE! (4,5)
3.2.1. Inheritance – it is reserved in heaven for us!
3.2.2. Incorruptible – there it cannot decay!
3.2.3. Undefiled – there it cannot be defiled!
3.2.4. Doesn’t Fade – there it cannot lose its beauty, nor attractiveness!
3.2.5. Reserved – your inheritance has your name on it & is awaiting you!
3.2.6. (5) Our Inheritance is kept safe for us in heaven, but also We are kept safe…by our good works? - No,…by God’s power!
3.2.7. Kept – guarded, to watch over.
3.2.7.1. (LKGNT) “A military term indicating the guarding done by soldiers.”
3.2.7.2. The pres. tense emphasizes our need for continual protection. 
3.2.7.3. We are continually being guarded by God’s power & THIS is the guarantee of the final victory!
3.2.7.4. Now does it make more sense when it says in Jn.10:27-29 “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father's hand.” Why?…because He ever stands guard for our soul!!! - He never sleeps nor slumbers!

3.3. A TESTED FAITH! (6,7)
3.3.1. The Setting in Peter’s day?
3.3.1.1. It was a.d. 63, only one year before Nero’s terrible persecution unleashed upon Christianity. In 64 ad Nero burnt part of Rome seeking to restore it. His plan backfired on him. So he blamed it in on the Christians & started killing them by the droves in October of that year. Dipping some in pitch & lighting them on fire to light his gardens at night. 
3.3.1.2. With this setting, knowing of the impending persecution upon the Christians, Peter warns them “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;” (4:12)

3.3.2. Rejoice – This sure hope brings us Great Joy! - Joy even in the midst of trials.
3.3.2.1. It helps us to see past out trials to our day of triumph!
3.3.2.2. Trust your trials to His “if need be”(6)!
3.3.2.3. Q: Has He given you an “if need be” recently? How have you responded?

3.3.3. We definitely seek “Triumph instead of Trials! - Power instead of Pain! - & Escape instead of Endurance!” - But If faith is not “tried”, it remains “frail” faith!
3.3.3.1. If the seas are calm you can put up your sails, but you’ll never make it into harbor!
3.3.3.2. But let the seas kick up, & the waves crash against you. Let the mast creak away, because now the sails are full & almost bursting, & now she makes her way into her haven of rest!
3.3.3.3. Stars shine the brightest against the blackest backdrop!
3.3.3.4. Water tastes the freshest, in the driest desert! 
3.3.3.5. Faith prospers the most when it is tried!

3.3.3.6. You don’t have to go “seeking trails”, but you also don’t need to try to “sneak away” from them either!

3.3.3.7. “A faith that cannot be tested cannot be trusted!” (www)
3.3.3.8. “Lord, may my faith move mountains & conquer impossibilities!”

3.4. A COMPLETED FAITH! (8,9)
3.4.1. (9) Story - Another fishing trip to Cherry Flats I went with Dean B. 
3.4.2. Deans a smart man. For he knows that if you place something worthwhile at the end of your long journey it sure makes the journey worthwhile!
3.4.3. Heading down into the canyon isn’t any big deal. You’re excited to get camp set up & get to fishin. 
3.4.4. But hiking out is another story. It’s been a couple days. You smell like fish, & worse…so do your friends! The hike zig-zags right up this canyon. It takes longer & is 100% legs. 
3.4.5. But along the way Dean would remind of what he has in the back of his truck…a “luscious-red-drippin-juicy-fresh watermelon”…on ice!
3.4.6. “receiving the end of your faith - the salvation of your souls.” (

3.5. A FORETOLD FAITH! (10-12)
3.5.1. (10) The Spirit has been foretelling this gospel throughout time, past & present.
3.5.1.1. Driving though Germany a few weeks ago we’d see a farmhouse in the middle of nowhere, & another off in the distance. - Then as we’d travel farther down the road we’d be able to see there was a whole village in a valley we couldn’t even see earlier.
3.5.1.2. Picture the prophets of old standing on a mountain looking at 2 other mountain peaks…not being able to see the valley of the age of Grace in between. 
3.5.1.3. They looked out in their binoculars & saw the Cross & the Crown, but never saw the Church in between.
3.5.2. (11) This is our pattern also – suffering 1st, then glory!
3.5.3. (12) It is so wonderful even angels desire to look into it!
