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“Desiring the beauty of being like a holy God!”

1. Intro:
1.1. The believers sweet, sweet Salvation(vs.2,10a), should lead to a lifestyle of holiness. 
1.1.1. If you were to only read the 1st ½ of this chapter you might walk away with the mind set of, “once saved…don’t worry, be happy!”
1.1.2. Once saved do we just “rest on our laurels”?
1.1.2.1. “Resting on your laurels is as dangerous as resting when you are walking in the snow.” Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889–1951), Austrian philosopher.
1.1.3. Nowhere in scripture do we read, “Since you’re saved, now kick back!” But instead, “If you’re truly saved, we’ll see the fruit!”
1.2. Applicable? – Remember the warning, “Sin will keep you from this book, or this book will keep you from sin!”
1.2.1. I have a Warning this morning…this chapter can be very convicting! Leave now or be convicted.
1.2.1.1. Not Condemned(that’s for unbelievers), but Convicted(for believers).
1.3. Outline: Living; Revering; & Loving!
2. LIVING! (13-16)
2.1. Peter exhorts us, “Prepare yourself to meet the challenge Christians!”
2.1.1. Obedience is a conscious act of the will.
2.2. [1] If you’ve been chosen for new birth, then you’ve been chosen to Prepare your Mind! (13a) “gird up the loins of your mind”
2.2.1. Explain to gird up a garment.
2.2.2. we must “gather our thoughts” & not let them fly loose.
2.3. [2] If you’ve been chosen for new birth, then you’ve been chosen to Be Self-controlled! (13b) “be sober”
2.3.1. Be free from every form of mental & spiritual “drunkenness”or excess.
2.3.2. Don’t be controlled by outside circumstances, but be directed from within.
2.4. [3] If you’ve been chosen for new birth, then you’ve been chosen to Set your Hope Fully! (13c) “rest your hope fully”
2.4.1. Set(rest) – holy living demands determination. 
2.4.2. Fully – completely or unchangeably, & w/o reserve upon the grace to come!
2.5. [4] If you’ve been chosen for new birth, then you’ve been chosen to Not be Conformed! (14) “not conforming yourselves…”
2.5.1. Conformed – molded. “Not allowing yourself to be fashioned”.
2.5.2. Former lusts – evil desires of our past sinful life.
2.5.2.1. Q: Ever catch yourself daydreaming on old sins? Q: Ever let your mind “tip toe through the Tulips” of past indulgences?
2.5.3. Every day you are “molding” your character. Either shaping it into something of your past, or “conforming it to the image of His Son.”
2.5.3.1. Like w/play dough – pinching out horns, or fashioning it into a cross?
2.5.4. If we compare a Christian to a King we’d note that the Kings royalty lies only in his crown, but w/a Christian it is infused into his inmost nature!
2.6. [5] If you’ve been chosen for new birth, then you’ve been chosen to Be Holy! (15,16) “be holy in all your conduct”
2.6.1. Holy – doesn’t mean sinless perfection, it means “separated”, or “to be marked off”. {Chalk line in Haiti w/kids}
2.6.2. In ALL your conduct – John Wesley said, “I am a Bible-bigot. I follow it in all things, both great and small.”
2.6.3. Don’t look at these as “legal requirements”, but of a Christian’s responsibility in his inner life & outer walk!
2.6.3.1. “Though absolute holiness can never be achieved in this life, all areas of life should be in the process of becoming completely conformed to God’s perfect & holy will.”

2.6.3.2. Q: How easy to dismiss such an “unattainable word”! – Often I picture holiness as trying to pole-vault over a 30’ bar. “it is too wonderful for me; It is high, I cannot attain it.”

2.6.3.3. No one starting to bowl, bowls a 300 game! – But spends much sweat, money, & time, for that 300 game!
2.6.3.3.1. Q: Why should holiness come any easier?
2.6.3.4. Life is like a golfer who never plays the same course. Always facing different fairways, w/new obstacles, different waterways & various shaped sand traps. Yet he still shoots for the perfect game.

2.6.4. Q: Do you desire the beauty of being like a holy God?
3. REVERING!  (17-21)
3.1. If you embrace the right to call Him Father, then you embrace the responsibility to obey Him in reverent fear!
3.1.1. I we are His children, then we ought to be like our Father!
3.2. Your stay here – your “sojourning, dwelling as resident aliens.”
3.2.1. We are to be “strangers” to our former ways of life. (14)
3.3. Q: How will we know if we have reverent fear? 
3.3.1. It will be evidenced by: [1] a tender conscience [2] a watchfulness against temptation [3] avoiding things that would displease God.
3.4. (18) Silver & Gold –both were used as money to set slaves free.
3.4.1. Like Gomer in Hosea who was purchased for 15 shekels of silver.
3.4.2. Wes has purchased slaves(to set them free in Sudan)w/money.
3.4.2.1. But it is always possible that they be abducted again, thus needing to be freed again.
3.4.2.2. With Jesus’ eternal precious blood, it keeps on paying the price, & never stops paying the price throughout all the generations.

3.4.3. Precious? Oh yes! – Precious because of its redeeming & atoning effectiveness; Precious in its cleansing power; Precious in its sanctifying influence; Precious in its overcoming power… “they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb”.

3.4.4. We have a living hope, through His living Word, because of a living Savior, whose precious blood lives on!

3.5. Christian reverence rests upon our Redemption in 4 ways:
3.5.1. [1] On its Cost! – the death of Christ.
3.5.2. [2] On its transcendent Origin! – before the worlds foundation.
3.5.3. [3] On its Certification! – in Christ’s resurrection.
3.5.4. [4] On its Fruit! – the church’s faith & hope.
3.6. W/o spot(inside), w/o blemish(outside) – He was sinless & uniquely qualified as the Lamb of God. (many references to the Ex.12 lamb) (see 12:11)

3.7. Because of God’s priceless payment(19) & eternal plan(20) we can place our faith & hope in Him!(21)
3.7.1. “There is no motive for holiness so great as that which streams from the veins of Jesus!” (Spurgeon)
3.7.2. Q: Do you need any other reason to be holy?
4. LOVING!  (22-25)
4.1. (22,23) How? {Fervently? W/a pure heart? – I’m not there!}
4.1.1. This love can only come form a changed heart(23).
4.1.1.1. See, even unsaved people can show brotherly love; it takes a Christian controlled by the Spirit, to show agape love.
4.1.1.2. Only by being born again can we obey the truth, purify ourselves, & agape the brethren!
4.1.1.3. This change would not die, because it took place through God’s imperishable word! It lives & abides forever!

4.1.2. It must be w/o hypocrisy!(i.e. sincere)
4.1.3. All evil thoughts & feelings regarding one’s brothers& sisters in Christ must be removed!

4.1.4. He seeks to give more than he takes.
4.1.5. He expresses love not shallowly but deeply(i.e. fervently).
4.1.5.1. Fervently – ektenos “at full stretch”, “in an all out manner”, “w/an intense strain”.

4.2. (23-25) We are born again not by a human seed which produces a mortal human life, but by divine seed which produces eternal life!
4.2.1. Everything of “human seed”(flesh) rapidly blooms, then just as quick…fades(24), while His precious Word endures forever(25)!

4.2.2. The Holy Spirit planted a seed, an eternal seed within the heart of every true believer to agape the people of God.
4.2.2.1. I’m listening to C.S.Lewis book “The Great Divorce”(on CD) - & on it he wonderfully illustrates the point that even if non-believers could go to heaven, they wouldn’t & couldn’t enjoy it in anyway.
4.2.2.2. They can’t agape the people of God, much less the place of God, nor God Himself! – Why? They’re missing the living seed, that is only planted w/in us by the living Gardner/Jesus, who is our living Hope, as we cling to His living eternal Word!
4.2.3. Well Christians, He’s planted that little seed in your heart…is it growing? Maturing? Is it producing fruit? The fruit that remains?
� Roger Raymer; The bible Knowledge Commentary





