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  2-3-02
“Our New Identity!”

1. Intro:
1.1. India update: 
1.2. Q: How do you identify a Christian? 
1.2.1. Peter gives us 4 ways to spot one! He/she will be Growing; they will be a part of His Building; they will be Sacrificing; & you’ll be able to tell on how he/she is Living!

1.2.2. See a Christian has no right to stay the way he is!
2. GROWING! (1-3)
2.1. “Therefore” ties back to 1:22,23 being born again (i.e. “newly born”)
2.1.1. When a new born babe is birthed they do 2 main things: 1st clean him, 2nd feed him. {turkey baster thing, clean off blood, then hand em to mom & instinct kicks in}
2.1.1.1. So Peter shares with us as new believers, 1st a cleaning of sin, then a feeding within.
2.2. (1) If believers were to “love one another” then these 5 sins of attitude & speech(vs.1) should be stripped out of our lives, else it would drive wedges between us.
2.2.1. Malice – wicked ill-will.
2.2.2. Deceit – deliberate dishonesty. (one who catches w/bait)
2.2.3. Hypocrisy – one who is always acting a part while concealing his real motives.
2.2.4. Envy – resentful discontent. They say envy is the last sin to die!
2.2.4.1. As long as “self” is alive envy will exist.
2.2.5. All evil speaking – backbiting lies. Which is really the fruit of envy!
2.2.6. None of these should have any place in those who are born again.
2.2.7. In fact these must be “stripped off”(laying aside) like a soiled garment!
2.2.8. Then Peter gives the positive of what we should “put on” or “set our hearts on”…vs.2.

2.3. (2) The new nature is marked by a craving for & a delight in the truth of Gods Word.
2.3.1. The new believer is a babe in need of milk.
2.3.2. Have you ever seen a new born colt go after his mother’s milk…it looks like it hurts!
2.3.3. The new born has a great appetite for milk…as we should have the similar desire for Gods Word.

2.3.4. Columbia University in N.Y. City est.1754 had as its original seal a woman sitting down, written over her head was the Tetragrammaton [4+letter](YHVH) & under her feet was inscribed 1 Pet.2:1,2 “admonishing students to desire of the pure milk of God’s word.”

2.4. So, why crave the Word?...For growth!!!
2.4.1. Not growth for the sake of growth…for that is simply “the ideology of the cancer cell.”

2.4.2. Q: Then why growth? Growth shows us that something is healthy!
2.4.2.1. A Chinese proverb says, “Be not afraid of growing slowly, be afraid only of standing still.”

2.4.2.2. Just as you can’t be standing still you should never think that you have “arrived’ in your growth! – For “as long as you're green, you're growing. As soon as you're ripe, you start to rot.”

2.4.3. Q: So what can we measure our growth by?
2.4.3.1. “Measure your growth in grace by your sensitiveness to sin.”

2.5. (3) The Lord is gracious – The graciousness of God is not an excuse for laziness in the Christian life; it is the greatest of all incentives to effort!

2.6. Q: Have you lost your appetite Christian, for God’s Word? Have you stopped growing?
2.6.1. Check to see if any of the sins in vs.1 are infecting your life.
2.6.2. If a baby stops eating, immediately the baby is brought to the doctor to see what the problem is. “Oh, that we would be as quick to do the same as soon as we experience spiritual malnourishment! May we run to the great Pediatrician of our souls”

2.6.3. Q: How’s your spiritual intake? Malnourished? Well-balanced diet? Any changes to be made this week? {see heart of the Staff}

3. BUILDING! (4-8)
3.1. (4) Coming to Him – Not salvation. This coming to Him is with a “personal, habitual approach” (participles tense & voice indicate this).
3.1.1. It is an intimate association of communion & fellowship between believers & the Lord.
3.2. A living stone(Jesus) – Peter never claimed to be “the rock” on which the church is built. 
3.2.1. Mt.16:18 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.”
3.2.2. Peter states clearly here “who” the stone is!
3.2.3. Believers are living stones(5) built upon The Living Stone!
3.3. Peter tells us that Jesus is precious, but he did not & could not tell us “how precious”! 
3.3.1. Words cannot set forth the preciousness of the Lord Jesus to His people.


3.4. (5) Here’s what God’s up to in the world! (building a sp. house/church)
3.4.1. Q: What’s Christ’s part? What’s our role?
3.4.2. Here again we see Christianity is community!
3.4.2.1. The individual Christian only finds his true place only when he is built into that edifice.

3.4.2.2. C.E.B. Cranfield said, “The free-lance Christian, who would be a Christian but is too superior to belong to the visible Church upon earth in one of its forms, is simply a contradiction in terms.”

3.4.3. A story is told from Sparta. “A Sparta king boasted to a visiting monarch about the walls of Sparta. The visiting monarch looked around & could see no walls. He said to the Sparta king, “Where are these walls about which you boast so much?” His host pointed at his bodyguard of magnificent troops. “These,” he said, “are the walls of Sparta, every man a brick.”

3.4.3.1. As long as a brick lies by itself it is useless, until it is incorporated into the building!
3.4.3.2. Individualistic Christianity is an absurdity!

3.5. (7) At age 16 Spurgeon & a friend were walking to a cottage where a handful of poor people met for worship. Spurgeon told his friend he was praying for his message. It was then that both boys discovered they assumed the other would be preaching. Neither had delivered a sermon before. But when the time came Spurgeon reluctantly stepped forward.
3.5.1. He later said of this event, “I do not think I could have said anything upon any other text. Christ was precious to my soul, & I was in the flush of my youthful love, & I could not be silent when a precious Jesus was the subject.”

3.5.2. If you’ve ever asked yourself, “Am I a Christian?” Then answer this, “Is Christ precious to you?” – For unto those who believe…He is precious!!!

3.5.3. Christ…rejected by people but chosen by God.
3.6. (8) Stone of stumbling – a loose stone lying in the way.
3.6.1. “Not appointed to disobedience & unbelief but to doom because of their disobedience & unbelief.”


4. SACRIFICING!  (5b,9,10)
4.1. Believers not only “make up”(living stones) the church but “serve” in it ministering as priests!
4.2. (9) Chosen generation – chosen for salvation.
4.3. Q: So how does a “holy/royal priesthood” supposed to act?
4.3.1. [1] A priest was to reflect Gods holiness. [2] A priest interceded through pray for others. [3] A priest represented God to the world.

4.3.2. All believers are priests & need no mediator other than Jesus Christ to approach God directly. (no priest is nec if you are one!)
4.3.3. The priest is one whom he himself had access to God(esp. the high priest) and whose task it was to bring others to Him!
4.3.3.1. The Latin word for priest is pontifex(bridge-builder). 

4.3.3.2. We are to build a bridge for others to come to the Savior whom we have found & love!

4.3.4. The priest also brought sacrifices. In the OT it was animals or grain; but in the NT it is spiritual sacrifices.
4.3.4.1. We make our work an offering to Him; our worship; our bodies; our most menial task; our everything!

4.3.4.2. What God desires is the love of our hearts & the service of our lives.

4.4. A holy nation – The church is “the people of God”, “His holy nation”, “His spiritual Israel”(not that he is through w/the Jews).
4.4.1. Israel temporarily forfeited its privileged calling to be a nation of priests. Presently the church is fulfilling that role in the world.
4.4.2. Holy = different. “There is no need to even start down the Christian path unless you realize that it will compel you to be different from other people.”

4.5. Special people – means “for one’s own possession” (“private possession”)
4.5.1. We are a people of His own private possession!
4.5.2. Often a value of a thing lies in the fact that someone has possessed it. (celebrity homes, an outfit Elvis wore, a Marilyn Monroe dress, etc.)
4.5.2.1. They can be very ordinary things: clothes, a pen, books, furniture, but if they were owned by some great person they take on greater value. 
4.5.2.2. It is so w/the Christian he acquires a new value because he belongs to God!
5. LIVING!  (11,12)
5.1. “Abstain from fleshly lusts!” (11)
5.1.1. Do nothing that would keep you from reaching your ultimate goal.
5.1.2. Don’t become entangled in the world that you cannot escape its grip.
5.1.3. Don’t soil yourself so as to be unfit to enter His presence.
5.1.4. War against the soul – there is a “campaign” against it.
5.1.5. Abstain not only for your own spiritual well-being but also in order to maintain an effective testimony before unbelievers.

5.2. “Have your conduct honorable!” (12)
5.2.1. That – As strangers we are being carefully watched by the world.
5.2.1.1. Like when I was in India – Passports had to be shown in the hotels so we could be watched(couldn’t teach on last Sunday - explain).
5.2.2. We must live to glorify God. We must live like the people we are!
5.2.3. Speak evil against you – When Plato was told that a certain man had been making certain slanderous charges against him his answer was: “I will live in such a way that no one will believe what he says.” – That’s what Peter is saying here.

5.2.4. Jesus said, “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

5.3. Ok, we live in a hostile world, but we have a holy obligation!
5.3.1. Our conduct must be honorable in the areas of submitting to government(13-17) to our employers (18-25) & in family situations(3:1-7).
5.3.2. This will force unbelievers to stop & take note, & even come to salvation themselves.
5.3.3. So here is our challenge & our inspiration… “It is by our attractiveness of our daily life & conduct that we must commend Christianity to those who do not believe.”

5.4. End: Jesus said, “I will make you fishers of men”…here’s how to bait your hooks Christian’s so you’ll catch something. 
5.4.1. Get out your treble hook & place on: a salmon egg of agape love, a salmon egg of honorable conduct, & a salmon egg of right living. 
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