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  2-9-02
“Christian Conduct in the World!”

1. Intro:
1.1. New York Team – 
1.2. Read vs.12 – Conduct Honorable.
1.2.1. Q: Our conduct must be honorable in what areas in the world?
1.2.2. Well, in 6 areas: Peter mentions 6 Duties of a Christian in our text today! – The Christian: As a Citizen; In Society; In Summary; As a Servant; As a Sufferer; & As a Sheep!

1.2.3. It was said of the popular 19th cent. English author William Arnot, “His preaching is good. His writing is better. His living is best of all.”
1.2.3.1. Oh, that that would be said of you & I also…that our living is best of all!
2. SUBMIT TO THE STATE! (13-17)
2.1. (13-15) AS A CITIZEN!
2.1.1. Q: How far do we submit? - Up to the point at which it becomes sin to obey.
2.1.2. (15) Be good citizens by active kindness(doing good)!
2.1.3. (15b) Q: What will this do? - This will put them to silence (e.g. muzzle, gag, or restrain them).
2.1.3.1. Our obedience & humility shuts the mouth of those who are looking for reasons to criticize Christians.
2.1.4. We can’t always respect the men & women who hold the office, but we must respect the office & obey the laws!
2.2. (16) IN SOCIETY!
2.2.1. The Christian is free…yet a slave!
2.2.2. (16a) The Christian as free! (Liberty but not License)
2.2.2.1. Don’t flaunt your freedom & live by your own rules, but serve the good of others & thus serve God.
2.2.3. (16b) The Christian as a slave! (bondservant)
2.3. (17) IN SUMMARY! [4 point summary]
2.3.1. Q: What can I do to affect my community? (here you go!)
2.3.2. (17a) Humanitarian! – Honor all people!
2.3.2.1. Honor, value, esteem, respect. Why everyone? Each human has been created in Gods image!
2.3.3. (17b) Christian! – Love the brotherhood! {& sisterhood!}
2.3.3.1. (e.g. “a band of brothers/sisters”)
2.3.3.2. God’s family members should love each other!
2.3.4. (17c) Divine! – Fear God!
2.3.4.1. You’ll never respect people till you Reverence God!
2.3.5. (17d) National! – Honor the king!
2.3.5.1. Same “honor” as above. The honor due to all is especially to be given to those who God has placed in authority.

2.3.6. Os Guinness said, “The problem with Christians in America is not that Christians aren't where they should be; the problem is that they're not what they should be right where they are.”

3. SUBMIT TO YOUR MASTER! (18-25)
3.1. (18) AS A SERVANT!
3.1.1. Servants – Not the common word for slaves() but() referring to a house-slave or domestic servant.
3.1.1.1. Remember servants & slaves made up a high percentage of the early church & thus a large part of Peter’s 1st readers.
3.1.1.2. This same principle applies to workers today.
3.1.2. With all fear – Not of the masters, but fear of God.
3.1.2.1. You can “fear your boss” & yet not be pleasing to God. But if your fear God you will respect & show faithfulness to duty to your boss.
3.1.2.2. Q: This means to all good bosses right?...Nope!
3.1.3. Harsh – {} where we get “scoliosis”(curvature of the spine)
3.1.3.1. It means bent, crooked, severe, hard to deal with!
3.1.3.2. Can anyone relate to this kind of taskmaster? {I better not see any of our staff raise their hand!!!]
3.1.3.3. Many can relate to the cartoon that showed the boss leaning over an employee's desk and shouting, "Of course I want it today. If I had wanted it tomorrow, I would have given it to you tomorrow."

3.1.3.4. Our submission then is not contingent on the attitude or behavior of our superiors.
3.1.3.5. It’s Daniel shipped off to Babylon & submitting to a pagan king Nebuchadnezzar…as far as he could w/o sinning against God.
3.1.3.6. Read Jer.29:4-13.
3.1.3.6.1. Turn Tragedy into Triumph by accepting the situation courageously, & put yourself in the hands of a loving God who makes no mistakes!

3.1.3.6.2. (11) The original reads, “For I know the purposes which I am planning for you, says Jehovah, purposes for peace not for evil, to give you a future & a hope.”

3.1.3.7. [1] God is Thinking about you!
3.1.3.8. [2] God has thoughts of Peace for you!
3.1.3.8.1. His plans are for your Peace not evil, so don’t fear the future.
3.1.3.8.2. Evil –(ie)these sufferings in a foreign land is chastening not abuse.
3.1.3.8.3. God has a Purpose for you! – so let Him work out your will!
3.1.3.8.4. Never waste your trials by resisting God!

3.1.3.9. [3] God has a Future for you! – A design.
3.1.3.10. Though their redemption would be a long process(70 yrs.) Don’t think I forgot about you!

3.1.3.11. [4] God holds out a Hope to you! – Don’t give up!!!
3.1.3.12. Vs.12,13 - This all can only be realized if 12 & 13 follow!
3.1.3.13. Vs.14 – These promises reach beyond the captivity, to all Jews throughout the world, when 1 day Israel will be regatherd to meet their Messiah.

3.2. (19-24) AS A SUFFERER!
3.2.1. (20a) Suffering Deserved! (20b) Suffering Undeserved!
3.2.1.1. If the beating was deserved, there’s no glory in bearing it;…but to show gory in the face of injustice is true evidence of Christian character.
3.2.1.2. Socrates, when advised that he suffered unjustly, protested, “What—would you rather I suffer justly?”

3.2.2. (21a) The Divine Call!
3.2.2.1. Christians were called to suffer(some more than others)
3.2.3. (21b) The Divine Model!
3.2.3.1. Example – This word was used as the model for handwriting to be copied by the school boy. { Like ABCDEF top of the line, to the bottom line} 
3.2.3.1.1. My drafting teacher was so meticulous when it came to block letters!
3.2.3.2. Follow – To follow after, to follow upon, to follow closely(RWP).

3.2.3.2.1. He didn’t only say “turn” this way(i.e. convert) – But He said “Follow me”!

3.2.3.3. Steps – Footprints! “To follow a man’s footprints is to move in the direction he is going!”
3.2.3.3.1. We’ve all walked in someone else’s footprints at the beach before. Those footprints might have been larger or smaller than your feet; the stride might have been longer or shorter; you could tell if they were in a hurry or strolling; wandering or in a straight line to get somewhere.

3.2.3.3.2. When Jesus says “follow Me” His steps are the perfect stride, always the ideal pace, & never wandering always in a purposeful direction.

3.2.4. (23) Committed Himself to Him who judges righteously – 
3.2.4.1. Jesus simply committed Himself to His father, & left the outcome with Him.
3.2.5. (24) Peter again focuses us back to the cross!
3.2.5.1. Some think Jesus died as a martyr. One who died for a just cause. But He was more than a martyr, & did it for more then simply a just cause…he became a substitute to remove sin!

3.2.5.2. In the French revolution there was a young man condemned to the guillotine & shut up in one of the prisons. He was greatly loved by many, but there was one who loved him more than all put together. It was his own father. When the lists were called, the father, whose name was exactly as his son’s, answered. And the father rode in the gloomy tumbrel out to the place of execution. His head rolled beneath the ax instead of his son’s, a victim to mighty love. See here an image of the love of Christ to sinners.


3.2.6. By whose stripes we are healed – 
3.2.7. Q: Is this speaking of a physical healing or a spiritual healing?
3.2.8. The faith Movement: A movement arising within charismatic Christianity during the early 1970s stressing the power of faith in obtaining the divine blessings of physical health and financial prosperity. (Kennith Haggin the Father of this movement) “The first of the faith movement’s three main emphases is that physical health is always the will of God, as assured by Jesus’ atonement (Is 53:4-5; Mt 8:17; 1 Pet 2:24), and can be claimed by faith(the other 2 are: Prosperity, & Positive Confession). Medicine is not discouraged, except in extreme and isolated cases (faith teachers actively support Christian hospitals), but divine healing and perfect health are considered preferable to medical treatment. Lack of faith is held to be the main obstacle to receiving healing; but ignorance, unbelief and a lack of forgiveness are also cited. The faith movement shares its emphasis on healing with all of Pentecostalism but gives greater assurance that healing is guaranteed.”

3.2.8.1. Contextually – see “sins”
3.2.8.2. Also, see Is.53:5
3.2.8.3. Also, the verb’s past tense indicates a completed action, the “healing” is an accomplished fact. The reference is to salvation.
3.2.8.3.1. One day we will be physically completely healed…but that hasn’t happened yet!
3.3. (25) AS A SHEEP!
3.3.1. Going astray – a continual action in the past… “you were going astray.” (going, & going, & going! – Eveready Bunny away from God)
3.3.2. These applications would mean a lot to peter.
3.3.2.1. Peter heard Jesus teach about the Good Shepherd in John 10.
3.3.2.2. Also, these were the last words Christ spoke to him… “tend my sheep”.
3.3.3. Shepherd & Overseer – He not only saved our souls, but then he watches over us to guard us from evil!
3.4. Wrap up: Peter mentioned 6 Duties of a Christian so that God would be glorified! – The Christian: As a Citizen; In Society; In Summary; As a Servant; As a Sufferer; & As a Sheep!
3.4.1. Lord Peterborough spoke of the celebrated Fenelon(“Let Go”) in this way: "He is a delicious creature. I was forced to get away from him as fast as I possibly could, else he would have made me pious." 
3.4.1.1. I pray that each of us Christians will have the same influence over godless men, women, & children in our community…this week!
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