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      2-17-02
“The Silent Preaching of a Lovely Life!”

1. Intro:
1.1. There was a cartoon in which a preacher had prepared the pulpit area like a fortress. He was peering through the crack of a machine gun nest. The caption read, "Today my text is 1 Peter 3:1, 'Wives submit to your husbands.'" 
1.1.1. Last week we talked about submission to “every ordinance of man”, & “slaves to masters”, & now Peter’s 3rd category “wives to their husband”.

1.2. It has been aptly said, “The Christian life is not difficult; it's impossible!”
1.3. The challenge this morning is: for husbands and wives to strive for a relationship closer to God's original design for men and women.
1.3.1. Martin Luther said, “The Devil cannot bear to see married people agree well with each other.”

1.4. Q: Are you unequally yoked? Are you contemplating divorce? Are you tired of your marriage? Have you fallen out of love?
1.4.1. You have 3 choices: [1] Get a divorce…the greatest cop-out & by far the most immature choice. [2] Tough out the marriage w/o working to improve it…another immature decision but not quite as irresponsible as divorce. [3] Maturely face up to personal hang-ups & choose to build an intimate marriage out of the existing one…the only really mature choice to make.


2. The Silent Preaching of a Lovely Life/Wife! (1-6)
2.1. (1-4) How to win your husband for Christ!
2.1.1. Obviously the wife had received salvation after they were married. Now they had a divided home.
2.1.1.1. Note: Peter doesn’t give her the right to flee from her husband, but the higher calling to fight for his soul!
2.1.1.2. Peter says like Paul did, “a woman who has a husband who does not believe, if he is willing to live with her, let her not divorce him.” (1Cor.7:13)
2.1.2. Explain how difficult it was in those days & in those cultures today.
2.1.3. Explain how difficult it is today still.
2.1.4. Peter shares 6 ways & 1 example to win your husband! 
2.1.5. Let’s start with “Her Goal”!
2.2.  (1c) Her Goal! “that he may be won to Christ”
2.2.1. You must always focus on & come back to this...it is for his soul!
2.2.1.1. Read - Spurgeon story.
2.2.2. The attractiveness of a wife’s submissive behavior to an unbelieving husband suggests that God has inscribed the rightness & beauty of role distinctions in marriage on the hearts of all mankind.
2.2.2.1. I remember one of best friends in High School(Steve S.)who was very proud of his sexual exploits said, “when I get married I want to marry a virgin!”…What!

2.3. (1a) Her Submission! “be submissive”
2.3.1. Submission means – “a willingness to submit to your husbands authority or leadership in the marriage.” (see “obeyed” vs.6)
2.3.1.1. “It is based on the death of Pride & the desire to serve!”

2.3.1.2. This word means the same throughout the NT – Jesus/parents(Lk.5:21); demons/subject to the disciples(Lk.10:17); citizens/government(Rm.13:1); universe/Christ(1 Cor.15:27); unseen sp. powers/Jesus(1 Pet.3:22); Jesus/Father(1 Cor.15:28); church members/church leaders(1 Cor.16:15,16); Church/Christ(Eph.5:24); servants/masters(1 Pet.2:18); wives/husbands(1 Pet.3:1); Christians/to God(Heb.12:9).
 {none of these are ever reversed}

2.3.2. Martin Luther - “Married folk are not to act as they now usually do. The men are almost lions in their homes, hard toward their wives and servants. The women, too, everywhere want to domineer and have their husbands as servants. It is foolish for a man to want to demonstrate his masculine power and heroic strength by ruling over his wife. On the other hand, the ambition of wives to dominate the home is also intolerable.”


2.4. (1b) Her Words! “w/o a word”
2.4.1. The powerful purity of a godly woman’s life can soften even the stoniest male heart w/o a word.
2.4.1.1. Quick survey – Husbands, how many of you were saved “after” your wife was?
2.4.2. Not by continual preaching but continual conduct.
2.4.2.1. I believe this is also applicable to other situations we as Christians find ourselves in.
2.4.3. Ladies(& men in this situation w/your wife) Pray for 2 things: 
[1]Grace to live rightly. [2]For God’s working in your spouses heart.

2.5. (1d,2) Her Chaste Conduct! “conduct …chaste conduct…”
2.5.1. Chaste – pure, free from moral defilement.
2.5.1.1. This is another reminder that this submission must never go so far as to include obedience to demands to do something that is morally wrong.

2.5.2. Ruth Graham said it was a great day in her life when she realized it was not her job to change her husband. She said, "It was my job to love Billy and God's job to change him."


2.6. (3) Her Fleeting Beauty! “adornment… outward”
2.6.1. Christianity came into a world of luxury & decadence combined.
2.6.2. Many churches have taken this verse & built their case for no jewelry or no hair styles…but there’s one problem. There was no adjective modifying apparel in the orig.(i.e. “fine”). 
2.6.2.1. If you prohibit jewelry, & hair styles, you must prohibit them wearing clothes???

2.6.3. This beauty will fade. {ladies belly at Volleyball tournament}
2.6.3.1. Moms dressing like their daughters (sometimes worse)
2.6.3.2. It’s a frustrating thing w/dress code in our school…but often times the mom comes & picks up daughter dressed even worse?

2.6.4. Christian women can be attractive without being worldly!
2.6.5. Peter didn’t say that women should not wear diamonds & shop at Nordstrom’s, but that Christian wives should not think of outer attire as “the source” of genuine beauty!
2.6.5.1. Another words, be cautious of “artificial glamour”.

2.7. (4) Her Forever Beauty! “the hidden person of her heart”
2.7.1. True beauty comes from within!
2.7.1.1. Ladies, how you “catch em”; is what you’ll need to “keep em”! 
2.7.1.2. Catch them w/your “body/hair/clothes”; you better keep it under high maintenance!
2.7.1.3. Catch them w/your heart; you’ll keep them w/your heart!
2.7.2. Gentle – only used 3 other times in the NT…& 2 pertain to Christ!
2.7.2.1. Defined as, “one who isn’t insistent on his own rights, is not pushy, not selfishly assertive, not demanding his own way.”

2.7.2.2. Here’s what matters…God finds it very precious!!!
2.7.3. Purity of life & a submissive spirit have always been a godly woman’s lasting source of beauty & attractiveness.
2.7.4. People are like stained glass windows. They sparkle and shine when the sun is out. But in the darkness, beauty is seen only if there is a light within!

2.8. (5,6) Her Example! “as Sarah”
2.8.1. Sarah was a babe! – Their were several kings that tried to snatch her from her husband.
2.8.2. “Lord” a title of reverence not subservience. For she was a fellow heir of the promises God made to Abraham.
2.8.2.1. She was expressing her submission based on love.

2.8.3. “Do good” – Don’t imitate Sarah’s acts of disobedience!
2.8.4. Not afraid - “When a Christian is devoted to the Lord & to her husband, she need never fear what might happen, for God will rule & overrule!”

2.8.4.1. Sarah had to trust God often, because following Abraham at times were uncertain, unpleasant, & some situations were even dangerous.

2.9. Women, this is the best sermon you could preach to win your husbands. Christians, this is the best sermon you could preach to win your neighbor.

2.10. Book to recommend: “Love Life For every married Couple” Ed Wheat.
2.10.1. Worth chapter 15 – “How to save your marriage alone”.
3. The Husbands 4-Fold Responsibility! (7)
3.1. Husbands must not remain ignorant but should grow in knowledge of the Lord & of his wife.
3.1.1. We looked at submissive wives, now let’s look at considerate husbands & proper use of this God entrusted authority.
3.2. (7a) Understanding! “dwell w/them w/understanding”
3.2.1. Any knowledge that would be beneficial to the husband-wife relationship. 
3.2.1.1. Knowledge of her strengths & weaknesses in the phys, emotional, & sp realm.
3.2.1.2. This only comes by regular study of Gods word, & regular unhurried times of private fellowship together. 

3.2.2. The cruelty which is hardest to bear is often not deliberate but the product of sheer thoughtlessness!!!
3.2.2.1. Often this is where I mentally get trapped…“but I didn’t mean it!”…So, you didn’t think!

3.3. (7b) Honor! “giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel”
3.3.1. Tim Allen, when asked by TV Guide what makes a perfect dad.  “Dad needs to show an incredible amount of respect and humor and friendship toward his mate so the kids understand their parents are sexy, they're fun, they do things together, they're best friends. Kids learn by example. If I respect Mom, they're going to respect Mom.”


3.3.2. Weaker Vessel - Why is it men think they can bully their wives physically around? 
3.3.2.1. Those men I believe are the smallest of men…if the could be called men at all. 
3.3.2.2. Didn’t you learn on the playground…boys don’t hit girls? They don’t grab, jolt, pin down, scare.

3.3.2.3. Weaker Vessel…They are Priceless Porcelain, Costly China! 
3.3.2.4. This is a call to gentleness men! “Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them.” (Col.3:19)

3.3.2.5. Don’t take advantage of any kind of weakness.
3.3.3. Martin Luther – “The Christian is supposed to love his neighbor, and since his wife is his nearest neighbor, she should be his deepest love.”

3.4. (7c) Heirs! “as being heirs together of the grace of life”
3.4.1. Though we have been given greater authority w/in marriage, are wives are still equal in sp privilege & eternal importance!

3.5. (7d) Prayers! “that your prayers may not hindered”
3.5.1. You run roughshod over your wife & you damage your relationship w/God!

3.5.2. The hindering of prayers is a form of God’s “fatherly discipline”.
3.5.3. Q: How many of you fathers that have already married off your daughters, wish you had the right of “fatherly discipline” over your son-in-law?

3.5.4. A man's family is also part of his work for the Lord. So if he fails with his family, he fails to qualify to be a minister.

3.6. To take the time to develop & maintain a good marriage is God’s will!
3.7. Married couples I charge you: 
3.7.1. Stand by your original commitment to the marriage. 

3.7.2. Remember of the Sacredness & Permanence of marriage…this is God-honoring.
3.7.3. Face your own problems instead of running from them or hiding behind pride.

3.7.4. Show maturity even when there is no response. 

3.7.5. Choose to love when there is no love.

3.7.6. Be wholly committed to your partner’s well-being.


To paraphrase Tevye in Fiddler on the Roof, "If you insist on an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth, you'll both end up blind and toothless." (don’t look for your rights, look for your role!)
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