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1 Peter 3:8-17






      2-24-02
“Have a Good Day!”

1. Intro:
1.1. “Have a good day!” – Q: What do you think of that phrase?
1.1.1. We all say it & use it, but what do we mean by it?
1.1.2. Q: And how do we exactly measure when we put our head on our pillow whether it was a good or bad day?
1.1.3. I guarantee you’ll never look at that phrase the same again after this morning. 
1.2. 1st we’ll look at…“Peter’s practical principles for living peaceably… in a hostile culture.”
2. THE MARKS OF A CHRISTIAN LIFE! (8,9)
2.1. (8) Finally – New section rather then a summary of the previous.
2.2. All of you – not just “citizens, servants, wives”. He now addresses all of his readers.
2.3. Peter starts w/5 challenges of a radically different conduct:
2.3.1. [1] Christian Unity – We’ve pointed out a number of times the prominent role Unity takes in the NT.
2.3.1.1. Q: How radical of oneness? - Jesus prayed in His Jn.17 prayer, for His people to be one, just as He & His father are one!

2.3.1.2. This unity, already given in Christ, comes when both are willing to lay down their self-importance & sin!
2.3.1.3. “The mark of community--true biblical unity--is not the absence of conflict but the presence of a reconciling spirit.” (Bill Hybels)
2.3.1.4. Unity becomes precious when you walk through conflict in order to reach it
2.3.2. [2] Christian Compassion – 
2.3.2.1. Sympathy & Selfishness cannot co-exist.
2.3.2.2. Sympathy comes when we forget self, & identify with the pains & sorrows of others.
2.3.2.3. Sympathy floods the heart…when Christ reigns there!
2.3.3. [3] Christian Love – 
2.3.3.1. This goes back to one of the basic teachings of Jesus, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”
2.3.3.2. John said, the love of God & the love for man go hand in hand. “If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?”(1 Jn.4:20)

2.3.3.3. Here then is one simple test of Christianity for an individual or a Church...do they love their fellow man?
2.3.4. [4] Christian Tenderness – 
2.3.4.1. “Compassion is not weakness, and concern for the unfortunate is not socialism” (Hubert H. Humphrey)
2.3.4.2. We live in an age in which compassion or pity is becoming a lost virtue.
2.3.4.2.1. Often the depth of our pity is feeling bad for Michelle Quan…not making Gold!
2.3.4.3. We hear on the news every night a number of people dying somewhere in the world.
2.3.4.4. We are numb with statistics, body counts in this earthquake, in this tragedy… “Statistics are people with their names rubbed off”
2.3.4.5. It’s very easy to feel a moments uncomfortable sorrow & then do nothing.
2.3.4.6. Pity is the very essence of God…a pity so great that He sent His only begotten Son to die for men. A pity so intense it took Christ all the way to the cross!

2.3.4.7. There can be no Christianity w/o Compassion, no Christianity w/o Tenderness!
2.3.5. [5] Christian Humility – 
2.3.5.1. This comes about by 2 things:
2.3.5.2. [1] Be constantly aware of your utter dependence on God! {of yourself you can do nothing}
2.3.5.3. [2] Keep before you that the standard is Christ. {Don’t compare yourself to others}
2.4. (9) We conquer hate by showing love. 
2.4.1. Peter shows us the best way to meet the slanderer & persecutor is w/patience & grace…Let God do the rest!
2.5. As Christians we can choose to live on 1 of 3 levels:

2.5.1. [1] Satanic Level – When we return evil for good.
2.5.2. [2] Human Level - When we return good for good, or evil for evil.
2.5.3. [3] Divine Level - When we return good for evil.
2.5.3.1. As God’s children we must do more than give “an eye for an eye, & a tooth for a tooth”…which is the basis for justice. We must operate on the basis of mercy! - For that’s the way God deals w/us. 

2.5.4. Peter learned this lesson the hard way when he retuned “evil for evil” whipping out & using his sword against the Lords captor in the garden. – He actually thought it worthwhile to “wrestle against flesh and blood.”

2.5.5. Moses learned the same lesson when “he saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his brethren. So he looked this way and that way, and when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand.”

2.6. “Reviling for reviling” - A Roman politician wrote, "I think the first virtue is to restrain the tongue; he approaches nearest to the gods who knows how to be silent even though he is in the right."

2.7. Vs.8,9 seem to be Peter’s exposition of Ps.34:12-16, which he then quotes in vs.10-12.
3. HAVE A GOOD DAY! (10-12)
3.1. “Have a good day!” often this comes across as such a trite saying.
3.1.1. What does it mean? – How do you really know if your day is good or bad?
3.1.2. When Joseph’s brothers sold him into slavery, that was a bad day. But God turned it into good for him.
3.1.3. When Potiphar’s wife lied about Joseph & had him put in prison, it was a bad day. But God turned that into good for him also.
3.1.4. See, we don’t always know what a good day is.
3.1.5. However, we can make our days good if we follow 4 instructions given here: Tame your Tongue; Turn from evil & Do Good; Track down Peace; & Trust the Lord!

3.2. (10) [1] Tame your Tongue!
3.2.1. Every one of us wants long life & good days!
3.2.2. Well then, we must keep watch over our tongue.
3.2.3. Story - It was his first day on the job. He was a new clerk in the green goods department of a super market. A lady came up to him and said she wanted to buy half of a head of lettuce. He tried to dissuade her from that goal, but she persisted. Finally he said, "I'll have to go back and talk to the manager." He went to the rear of the store to talk to the manager, not noticing that the woman was walking right behind him. When he got into the back of the store, he said to the manager, "There's some stupid old bag out there who wants to buy half a head of lettuce. What should I tell her?" Seeing the horrified look on the face of the manager, he turned about and, seeing the woman, added, "And this nice lady wants to buy the other half of the head of lettuce. Will it be all right?" Considerably relieved, the manager said, "That would be fine." Later in the day, he congratulated the boy on his quick thinking. He then asked, "Where are you from, son?" The boy said, "I'm from Toronto, Canada, the home of beautiful hockey players and ugly women." The manager looked at him and said, "My wife is from Toronto." The boy said, "Oh, what team did she play for?"


3.2.4. When you say the wrong thing, you will have a bad day. So keep your tongue under control.
3.2.5. In The Jewish Press, Morris Mandel writes, "Gossip is the most deadly microbe. It has neither legs nor wings. It is composed entirely of tales, and most of them have stings."

3.3. (11a) [2] Turn from evil & Do Good!
3.4. Turn away from evil – requires that there be no retaliation for ill treatment.
3.4.1. Like Jesus said, “whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.”
3.5. If you want to have a good day, “do good”.
3.5.1. “If you sow the seeds of goodness, you’ll reap the harvest of goodness.”
3.6. (11b) [3] Track down Peace!
3.6.1. Peace is pursued by returning a blessing when an insult is given.
3.6.1.1. Blessing here(vs.9) means, “to speak well of someone”.
3.6.1.2. Paul said, “Being reviled, we bless;”
3.6.2. Don’t be bothered by every little situation, or by everything people say.
3.6.2.1. So someone cut into your line, or cuts you off, don’t get all agitated!
3.6.2.2. Don’t walk around with a loaded gun in your hand!!!
3.6.2.3. Be a peacemaker not a trouble maker!
3.6.2.4. “Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God.”
3.6.3. Story of 2 female roommates - War had broken out between my roommate and I. We dealt with our anger by not communicating with each other. I came in one night and found a note from my roommate: "I wish you Jesus." I cried. Then I wrote a note asking her for forgiveness. I placed it on her pillow and went to sleep. Later, my roommate came home and shouted from the hallway that she had left a note on my desk--my sister had called and asked me to send her the music for "I Wish You Jesus"! - We both had a good laugh--and were reconciled.

3.7. (12) [4] Trust the Lord!
3.7.1. But what if we are seeking peace, but they are seeking war?...Peter assures them/us that God has both His eyes & ears open.

3.7.2. Trust the Lord because He’s giving watchful oversight over you, & giving you careful attention saint!

3.7.3. Q: Do you doubt for a minute that God doesn’t know how to deal with those who persecute us for His sake.

3.8. I would be best if we turned to Ps. 34 & read the context of what God means by “good days”!
3.8.1. They are not necessarily days free from problems:
3.8.1.1. For David wrote about “fears”(4); “troubles”(6,17); “affliction”(19); even a “broken heart”(18).

3.8.1.2. A “good day” for the believer who “loves life” is not one in which he is pampered & sheltered, but one in which he experiences God’s help & blessing because of life’s problems & trials.


3.8.1.3. It is a day in which the believer: “magnifies the lord”(1-3); experiences answers to prayer(4-7); tastes the goodness of the Lord(8); & senses the nearness of God(18).

3.8.1.4. Next time you think you’re having a “bad day” & are “hating life”, read Ps.34…maybe you’ll see you’re actually having a real “good day”.

3.9. If you’re…Taming your Tongue. Turning from evil & doing Good. Tracking down Peace. & Trusting the Lord…you’re going to have “a Good day!”
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