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1 Peter 3:13-18






3-3-02
“Giving a Defense!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Have you ever heard someone say, “religion is a personal matter?”
1.1.1. “A Christian should not intrude his religion upon his company, that is etiquette! I agree!...the etiquette of Hell!
1.1.2. True etiquette to your friend’s soul compels you to speak to him, if you believe his soul is in danger! (even your enemies soul!)
2. OUR SUFFERING! (13-17)
2.1. (13) Good - “It is only when a man falls in love with goodness that the wrong things lose their fascination & their power.”
2.2. (14) Suffering – 
2.2.1. 2 kinds of suffering we deal with:
2.2.2. [1] Because of our Humanity – we have physical sufferings, sorrow, distress, weariness & pain of body, & death.
2.2.3. [2] Because of our Christianity – we may face unpopularity, persecution, the necessary discipline & toil of the Christian life.
2.2.3.1. Yet, there is a guarantee of a “blessed” that goes with it!
2.2.3.2. Blessed? How? – If a man’s heart is set on earthly things…he is vulnerable! He can be easily crushed if at any moment he loses any of his things. - Yet if Jesus has that unique place in his life, no one can take that from him, & thus he is completely secure! “Do not fear those who kill the body they cannot kill the soul!”
2.2.3.2.1. So, if we do suffer for Him we will demonstrate our loyalty, & share in His sufferings.
2.2.3.2.2. 1 Pet.4:14 “If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.”

2.2.4. Q: When we suffer for righteousness sake, are we supposed to simply be passive & neutral?
2.2.4.1. No, Peter doesn’t stop w/“don’t fear”(14b) but adds…be prepared to defend yourself!(15a) 
2.2.4.2. Not defend yourself physically, but verbally; 
Not defending “yourself” per se, but defending “your hope”!

2.2.5. It’s seizing the offensive at the right time on the right way!
2.2.5.1. Like Stephen “And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the Spirit by which he spoke.”
2.2.5.2. Like Paul w/Felix “Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for you.”
2.2.5.3. Like Paul w/Festus “Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, "Paul, you are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!" But he said, "I am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the words of truth and reason.”

2.2.5.4. Like Paul w/Agrippa “Then Agrippa said to Paul, "You almost persuade me to become a Christian.”
2.2.5.5. Each of the dying martyrs spoke powerful words as they breathed their last!
2.2.5.5.1. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna to the proconsul, “86 years I have served Him & He has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme my King who saved me?...You threaten me w/the fire that burns for a time, & is quickly quenched, for you do not know the fire which awaits the wicked in the judgment to come & in everlasting punishment. Why are you waiting come, do what you will.”

2.3. (15,16) (lit.) “Set apart in your hearts Christ as Lord.”
2.3.1. It means, turn everything over to Him. Live only to please & glorify Him.
2.3.2. It means, don’t be satisfied w/anything less then the will of God in your life!
2.3.2.1. Jn.4:31 “"My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.”
2.3.3. In contrast to fearing man simply revere God!
2.3.4. Ps.118:6 “The LORD is on my side; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”
2.3.4.1. Peter, again writing from experience, when he had feared a young servant girls 1 statement “you also were with Jesus of Galilee."…Peter denied even knowing the lord.

2.4. “In a hostile & suspicious world it was inevitable that the Christian would be called upon to defend the faith he held & the hope by which he lived.” (Barclay)
2.4.1. Here is where we get the branch of theology known as “apologetics”.
2.4.1.1.  - “a defense presented in court.”
2.4.1.2. So, Apologetics deals with giving a defense for your faith.
2.4.1.3. Q: What is the best way to defend a lion in a cage? Let him out! 
2.4.1.4. Same with the Gospel…just let the “Lion of the tribe of Judah” out…He’ll do the rest!
2.4.2. Here we note also that crisis creates for us an opportunity for witnessing (tie in 14b to 15a).
2.4.2.1. If ever you have the chance to visit the catacombs in Rome, those tunnels under the ancient city, where many of the early Christians were buried, you can see the symbols of faith on their tombs. 
Three common symbols appear: the dove, the fish, and the anchor. The dove symbolizes the Holy Spirit. 
The letters of the Greek word for "fish," ichthus, stand for the words “Jesus Christ, God's Son, Savior.” 
The anchor came from the idea that as Christians were going through difficult, insecure times, their hope anchored their souls.


2.4.3. Peter gives a string of pearls in defending our faith: 
2.4.4. It should be Reasonable: (reason)
2.4.4.1. Our faith must be 1st hand discovery & not 2nd hand story!
2.4.4.2. It is truly the tragedy of the modern church that there are so any members who if they were asked could not explain what they believe nor why they believe it!

2.4.4.3. You must go through the spiritual sweat & mental struggle of thinking out your faith!
2.4.5. It should be Gentle: (meekness)
2.4.5.1. Don’t share your faith with arrogance, or w/an heir of superiority. 
2.4.5.2. Don’t be a know-it-all! [This isn’t your big chance to show all you know! [Scratch where they itch!]
2.4.5.3. Don’t make someone to be a fool or naïve if they do not agree with you.
2.4.5.4. Don’t try to shove it down their throats.
2.4.5.5. Don’t ever think you’ll debate someone in to the kingdom.
2.4.5.5.1. We are not called to win arguments, but to win lost souls to Christ. 
2.4.5.6. Use gentleness, love, a listening ear, sensitivity, a word of wisdom/knowledge, discernment in giving a defense.
2.4.5.7. (Francis de Sales) “Nothing is so strong as gentleness, & nothing so gentle as real strength.”
2.4.6. It should be Reverent: (fear)
2.4.6.1. You must debate in a tone that would be pleasing in God’s ear.
2.4.6.2. We are to be witnesses not prosecuting attorneys!
2.4.7. It should be with a good conscience: (good conscience)
2.4.7.1. Remember, the conscience is that internal judge that either accuses  or excuses our actions.
2.4.7.2. The only compelling argument is the argument of the Christian life!
2.4.7.3. Let him met criticism w/a life which is beyond reproach, a life that does rightly!
2.4.7.4. Cowardice asks the question: Is it safe? 
Consensus asks the question: Is it popular? 
Conscience asks: Is it right?
 
2.4.8. I like Wiersbe’s illustration of the conscience being like “a window” that lets in the light of God’s truth.
2.4.8.1. If we persist in disobeying…the window gets dirtier & dirtier.
2.4.8.2. This leads to a defiled conscience(Titus 1:5); to a seared conscience(1 Tim. 4:2);  & ultimately to an evil conscience(Heb.10:22)
2.4.8.3. Saints…Keep your window clean! - So God’s Word can shine in, & for the world to peer in.
2.4.8.4. “A saint is someone whose life makes it easier to believe in God!”
2.4.9. Christians look for those open doors to witness you don’t have to wait for persecutions & sufferings.
2.4.9.1. George Whitefield said, “God forbid that I should travel with anybody a quarter of an hour without speaking of Christ to them.”

2.4.9.2. Q: How many people have you made homesick for God?
2.4.9.3. A lot of evangelism today is telling people what things they have to give up! We need to tell them to "seek first the kingdom of God," and then they will get new & better things, and the old things will drop off by themselves!

3. CHRIST’S SUFFERING! (18-22)
3.1. Here Peter reminds us Jesus also suffered, & what it accomplished. 
3.2. (18) The suffering Christian must remember…he has a suffering Lord.
3.2.1. Once – as opposed to the frequent necessary sacrifices of the OT.
3.2.2. For sin – for we “missed the mark!”
3.2.2.1. Sin = that which interrupts the relationship which should exist between God & men.
3.2.2.2. The whole object for sacrifice was to restore that lost relationship.
3.2.2.3. Interesting, Jesus didn’t die for our righteousness! Why not?...That’s not worth dying for!
3.2.3. Substitution - The just for the unjust – 
3.2.3.1. Vicarious – “Taking the place of another”.
3.2.3.2. “He who deserved no suffering bore that suffering for us who deserved to suffer!”

3.2.4. Why? – to bring us to God.
3.2.4.1. To bring us to God spiritually in this life & fully in the next!
3.2.4.2. The word to bring in the orig. language is a very fascinating word.
3.2.4.3. Found in the OT it spoke of the priests being brought to God. – "And Aaron and his sons you shall bring to the door of the tabernacle of meeting,” {then, only the priest had the right of close access to God}
3.2.4.3.1. Jesus opened the door of access for all believers to His near presence.
3.2.4.4. Found in the NT it is used 3 times, referring to access: {}
3.2.4.4.1. [1] Rom.5:2 “through whom also we have access by faith into this grace”
3.2.4.4.2. [2] Eph.2:18 “For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.”
3.2.4.4.3. [3] Eph.3:12 “in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through faith in Him.”
3.2.4.4.4. At the court of kings they had an official called the prosagogeus, “the introducer, the giver of access”, & it was his function to decide who should be admitted to the King’s presence & who should be kept out.
3.2.4.4.5. Jesus gives men access to His Father.

3.3. Give a man a dollar, and you cheer his heart. 
Give him a dream, and you challenge his heart. 
Give him Christ, and you change his heart.
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