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1 Peter 5






        
3-24-02
“Life Lessons I Learned!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Before Peter closes he leaves us with some great life lessons that he has learned{tradition tells us he died only 2 years later in Rome}: [1] Life lessons I learned from The Shepherd! [2] Life lessons I learned from an Apron! [3] Life lessons I learned from a Lion! [4] Life lessons I learned from True Grace!

2. Life Lessons I Learned From THE SHEPHERD! (1-4)
2.1. (2-4) Take up the task of a shepherd!
2.2. The Elders Job Description – “Shepherd the flock…which is among you,”
2.2.1. Shepherds do what? – They lead, protect, & they feed sheep.
2.2.2. “To love to preach is one thing--To love those to whom we preach, quite another.”
2.2.3. Where would the flock be if the sheep led the shepherd, or if every sheep were given his or her own way?
2.2.4. Russian proverb – “Without a shepherd, sheep are not a flock.”
2.3. The Shepherds Limits – “flock of God”
2.3.1. It’s Gods flock! The under-shepherd can never forget that.
2.4. The Shepherds Motive – “willingly”
2.4.1. Not because he has a job to do. 
2.5. The Shepherds Enthusiasm – “eagerly”
2.5.1. This word he uses here is extremely strong & expresses enthusiasm & devoted zeal.
2.5.2. Not for the pay(some pastors make big $); prestige; power; or promotion.
2.6. The Shepherds Example – “nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock;”
2.6.1. Sheep must be led not driven!
2.6.2. He’s saying, “Leaders rather then trying to Demand respect from those under your authority, Win their respect by love & example.”
2.6.3. Q: Which do you use with: your wife; children; workers under you?
2.7. The shepherds Shepherd – “when the Chief(Master)Shepherd appears.”
2.7.1. Pastors/Elders, we need to simply follow in His footsteps. 
2.7.1.1. Ps.85:13 “Righteousness will go before Him, And shall make His footsteps our pathway.”
2.7.1.2. “The Lord is my shepherd”(personal relationship w/him); 
"I am the good shepherd”(the Goodness of God); 
And here, He is the “Chief Shepherd”(he Sovereignty of God).

2.7.1.3. Q: Which of these 3 roles specifically would you like Him to manifest Himself to you today “little flock”?
2.8. The Shepherds Reward – “you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.”
2.8.1. He will indeed reward their diligent care of his people w/an unfading, imperishable crown.
3. Life Lessons I Learned From an APRON! (5-7)
3.1. (5) Still church context.
3.1.1. Heb.13:17 “Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.”

3.1.2. Q: What areas of submission? – Biblical Counseling, church discipline.
3.1.3. Q: How far does this submission go? (personal life?)
3.2. Be clothed – was used of a slave who tied on an apron.
3.2.1. The idea then is that of wearing humility as a slave’s apron.
3.2.2. Peter was probably referring back to when he witnessed Christ doing this, “Jesus rose from supper and laid aside His garments, took a towel and girded Himself.”

3.3. (6) Humility!
3.3.1. It would be easy to be humble if we’d simply keep this perspective, …“under the mighty hand of God”
3.4. (7) Trust in the God who cares so much for you!
3.4.1. This reminds us of the night in the boat when the disciples asked Jesus, “Teacher, do You not care that we are perishing?”
3.4.1.1. Of course He does! - This persecution wasn’t evidence of God’s indifference.
3.4.2. Casting – A decisive act, means to take the Load we’ve been carrying & literally throw it to Jesus!
3.4.2.1. This was used in 1 other place in the NT…in Lk.19:35 “And they threw their own clothes on the colt, and they set Jesus on him.” (clothes thrown/colt bore it)

3.4.2.2. Ps.37:5 “Commit(roll) your way to the LORD, Trust also in Him, And He shall bring it to pass.”
3.4.2.3. Prov.16:3 “Commit your works to the LORD, And your thoughts will be established.”

3.4.3. (Spurgeon) There was a man who was walking along the road w/a pack on his back. He was growing weary & was therefore glad when a gentleman came along in a carriage & asked him to take a seat w/him. The gentleman noticed that he kept his pack strapped to his shoulders, & so he said, “why do you not put your pack down?” “why sir”, said the traveler, “I did not venture to impose, it was very kind of you to take me up, & I could not expect you to carry my pack as well.” – “Why,” said his friend, “do you not see that whether your pack is on your back or off your back, I have to carry it!” 
3.4.3.1. Isn’t it so w/our troubles also? Whether you worry or don’t worry, it is the Lord who must care for you!

3.4.4. “Jesus is willing to be fully responsible for the things we are anxious about.”
3.4.4.1. Like the boss who hired a man at $50 an hour to worry for him. - A friend asked, “how will you pay for him?” he responded, “That’s for him to worry about!”

3.4.5. In the days of the country store, a little boy used to accompany his mother when she went shopping. The storekeeper always said, "Take a handful of candy, Son." But the boy never would. The storekeeper would reach into the box and give him a handful. One day his mother asked, "Why is it, when he asks you to take a handful, you never do?" The boy replied, "Because his hands are bigger than mine." {Your choice! - Hold on to your anxieties, or place them in his big hands!}

4. Life Lessons I Learned From A LION! (8-11)
4.1. (8) Vigilant – to stay awake, to be watchful, to be on the alert.
4.1.1. It’s actually very forceful, “Be Alert!” “Be awake!”
4.1.2. Confidence in God(vs.7) must not lead to slackness; the spiritual warfare which our adversary wages, demands vigilance! 
4.1.3. Peter remembers what it was like when he was “unprepared” when Satan was on his prowl {"Peter, are you sleeping? Could you not watch one hour?”}

4.2. Adversary – an opponent in a lawsuit.
4.3. Lion – a roaring lion not a playful pet!
4.3.1. Possible that Peter borrows this image from the Psalms:
4.3.2. Ps.7:2 “… deliver me, Lest they tear me like a lion, Rending me in pieces, while there is none to deliver.”
4.3.3. Also Read Psalm 10:710

4.4. Devour – swallow, eat up, drink down.
4.4.1. It is used of an animal swallowing its prey. Same word is used in Jonah 1:17(in LXX) “Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah.”

4.5. (9) Not flight but fight!
4.5.1. You can resist Satan by faith if you are wearing the armor & trusting in the Spirit. “Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles(schemes) of the devil.”
4.5.2. How to overcome him? – Rev.12:11 “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.”
4.6. (10) "The will of God will never lead you where the grace of God cannot keep you."
4.6.1. We pray for lighter burdens when we ought to pray for stronger backs. 
We pray for an easier path when we ought to pray for tougher feet. 
We pray for fewer problems when we ought to pray for better solutions.

4.7. 4 prayers & promises: Perfect(make you whole,mend); establish(fix firmly); strengthen(make strong); settle(ground firmly).
4.7.1. The graces of our Christian character should not be written on sand but engraved in a rock! (Bullet proof character)
5. Life Lessons I Learned From TRUE GRACE! (12-14)
5.1. (12) [NASB] “exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God. Stand firm in it!” – Be grounded in God’s Grace!
5.1.1. Peter discovered that God’s grace was adequate for him, & he wanted the church to know that God’s grace would sustain them as well.
5.2. (13) She who is in Babylon – most likely a code name for the church in Rome.
5.2.1. Here Peter is  most likely using tender care not to endanger the (underground)Christian church there.
5.2.1.1. Story – In China, using codes(Bread/God’s word) - They came into Bob’s room while seeping.
5.3. (14) This sounds like Jesus’ last word in the upper room, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”
