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Jude









  8-1-99

“General Jude Reporting!”


1. Intro: 
1.1. What a book! 
1.1.1. Often overlooked because it’s sandwiched in between a trilogy on love(1,2,3 Jn.); & the fast paced, mysterious, & exciting book of Revelation! 
1.1.2. But what an awesome Oreo cookie you find – Jude is…the cream filling!
1.2. Jude echo’s Peter’s warning in 2 Pet.2.
1.3. We are going to get a Pumping, Pre-Battle speech by General Jude.
1.3.1. We’re going to hear him rally the troops(3); Prepare them for the battle, by warning them of the enemy(4-16); & send them out fully equiped!(17-25).
1.4. Outline: [1] The Call to Contend! (1-4) [2] The Traitors Tactics! (5-16) [3] Our Survival Training!(17-23) [4] Our Ultimate Protection! (24,25)

2. THE CALL TO CONTEND! (1-4)
2.1. Let’s read in our “Survival Manual” vs.1-4 of General Jude!
2.2. (1) Jude the ½ brother of Jesus, as was James. (Mrk 6:3)
2.3. (3) Jude rallies the troops to Contend(struggle for, exercise great effort & exertion for something) for the faith (“the complete body of Christian truth concerning God, the Bible, Jesus, sin, redemption, heaven, & so on”). 
2.4. (3,4) He started out to write them about Salvation, but felt impressed to warn them instead of some enemy infiltrators that crept into their camp. 
2.4.1. Like little cockroaches that crawl in at night, unnoticed!
2.4.2. These wicked men were like a few drops of poison in the water system of the believers. 
2.4.2.1. Only one drop of cheap Grace…what could that hurt?
2.4.2.2. Only one drop of denial,…like the incarnation of Christ! 
2.4.2.3. That reminds me of the story of the 2 kids that ran up to their dad to convince him that it would be ok for them to go to the show & see a certain movie, even though it had “a couple” bad words in it. - The father explained “no” - & the kids left upset. - Dad went in & baked them some brownies, using all the right ingredients,…except added just a pinch of something else…Dog Doo! - He then invited them in & explained what just a pinch of a bad thing can doooo!
2.4.2.4. Maybe Jude had visited their church & stepped in one of these guys?
2.4.3. (4) Ever notice that after an exhilarating & refreshing rain, snails & slugs come forth out of hiding. They slime their way along, chewing & devouring all that is in their path?
2.4.3.1. So with the fresh blowing of revival in a church by the H.S. – Immediately comes the spiritual pretenders, who have made a base profession of grace, to Wisk the newborns away.


3. THE TRAITORS TACTICS!  (5-16)
3.1. Jude gives us 5 reasons not to follow them! [1] Because of their End [2] Because of their Mouth [3] Because of their Emptiness [4] Because of their Lifestyle.
3.2. Because of their End! (5-7)
3.2.1. 1st reason not to follow them was because - they were on the same path of judgment the: Unbelieving Israelites; the Fallen Angels; & the Cities of the plain were on.
3.2.2. How foolish to follow them down the same path that you know is booby trapped, has land mines, & a ticking bomb at the end…with your name on it!

3.3. Because of their Mouth! (8-10)
3.3.1. 2nd reason not to follow them was because – they bad mouthed all in authority over them. 
3.3.2. (8) They didn’t hold to Truth, but to their own “dreams” or opinions. So the 3-fold charge against them(8b) 
3.3.3. (9) This is to Illustrates the “magnitude” of their blasphemes.
3.3.3.1. This is believed to be taken from “The Assumption of Moses” , now lost, & is according to Origen(2-3 cent). The account basically reads, {The Archangel Michael was sent to bury Moses body, when Lucifer intercepted him to claim the body, Michael showed no disrespect to Lucifer but left the matter to the judge of all creatures, saying, “The Lord rebuke you”!}
3.3.3.1.1. Like the quote in Zech.3.
3.3.3.1.2. Josephus said, God hid the body of Moses least it be made an idol – Nehushtan!
3.3.3.2. The point – Michael the top of Angels carefully weighed his words even against the wickedest of angels. 
3.3.3.3. How presumptuous are these apostates to rail against rt. angels!
3.3.3.4. Application: Don’t follow today those who tell you say, “I rebuke you Satan!”
3.3.4. (10) If they didn’t understand something (like the incarnation) they would criticize it. 
3.3.4.1. What they do know from their fleshly minds…ends up corrupting them!
3.3.4.2. “The tragedy of modern man is not that he knows less and less about the meaning of his own life, but that it bothers him less and less.”

3.4. Because of their Emptiness! (11-13)
3.4.1. (11) 3rd reason not to follow them was because – they followed in the footsteps of these 3 amigos: Self-Competent Cain; Buy-me Balaam; Contumacious[con-ta-ma-tious]/rebellious Korah.
3.4.1.1. [1] Like Self-Competent Cain they offered the first of their works instead of trusting in the blood of the Lamb!
3.4.1.2. [2] Like Buy-me Balaam they sell their prophecies for profit!
3.4.1.3. [3] Like Contumacious/rebellious Korah they defy the authority of God’s choosen vessels of truth!
3.4.2. (12,13) The danger of their religion! 
3.4.2.1. “Hidden Reefs”(spots)[they’re like that 1 bad sunflower seed]; “No Respect”; “fatten themselves”; they’re doubly dead, ripped up, fruitless trees, ready for the fire”; they’re “foaming at the mouth”; & they’re like “shooting starts” that shine briefly, then vanish into the darkness, for ever!
3.4.2.2. False teachers promise much, but produce little(rainless clouds when it is so needed etc.) - “All show & no go!”
3.4.2.3. (13) Wow! Reserved seats in Hell! `
3.5. Because of their Lifestyle! (14-16)
3.5.1. 4th reason not to follow them? - Here’s where General Jude shreds their Shoddy Sheep Shroud – exposing their filthy garments of vs.16.
3.5.2. (14,15) Enoch fastens these false teachers to the wall by a wooden stake…”ungodly”! (wicked…what a word/ like “fool”!)
3.5.2.1. Enoch – The 7th from Adam (count em in Gen.5)
3.5.2.2. Here Jude quotes the apocryphal book of Enoch, in Enoch 1:9(preserved today in the dead sea scrolls/cave 4) 
3.5.2.3. This doesn’t mean however the book of Enoch was regarded as inspired or equal to Scripture!
3.5.2.3.1. Even pagan works can contain items of truth!
3.5.2.4. Paul quotes from the poets Aratus, Epimenides, & Cleanthes to his intellectual Athenian audience at Mars Hill (Acts 17:28). 
3.5.2.4.1. They didn’t know the Jewish Scriptures. So he uses these quotes, originally used, speaking of Zeus, now taken & placed on their rightful owner, the living God of Heaven! - "for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.”
3.5.2.5. But jump back to what this Antediluvian patriarch is prophesying about! 
3.5.2.5.1. It is of Jesus 2nd coming…1000’s of years before His 1st! 

3.5.3. (15) “Convict” - A cartoon in “Leadership Magazine” showed a picture after a church service: "Powerful sermons, Pastor. Thoughtful, well researched. I can always see myself in them. And I want you to knock it off."

4. OUR SURVIVAL TRAINING!  (17-23)
4.1. A good general, after explaining where the enemy is (in their midst); & what they do (their tactics), now hits them with their Battle strategy! 

4.1.1. Listen to 7 orders! 
4.2. (17) Don’t forget your Training Manual!
4.2.1. The N.T. (Apostles & Jesus words)
4.3. (18a) Anticipate the Enemy!
4.3.1. Take away their surprise advantage!
4.4. (18b-19)W/your binoculars search for 5 distinguishing markings!
4.4.1. Mockers; immoral(lusts); divisive; worldly minded; & devoid of Spirit!
4.5. (20a) Keep in shape!
4.5.1. Work out in the Word!
4.6. (20b) Get your marching orders!
4.6.1. “Prayer not in the Spirit, is in the flesh. Only the prayer that comes from God, goes to God!” (Spurgeon)
4.6.2. This is more than a “fox hole prayer!”
4.6.3. The battle is never won by argument! – PRAY!
4.6.4. “We are called to an everlasting preoccupation with God.”

4.7. (21a) Be one with your Commander in Chief!
4.7.1. Keep in the love of God! - I believe speaks of what Horatious Bonar said, “Holiness is higher than Righteousness!”
4.7.1.1. Meaning, Rt. is a legal term that places us in front of God. Holiness is what makes you like Him!
4.7.1.2. Imitate his attributes. Be “in” the love of God! 

4.8. (21b) Look past the war!
4.8.1. Stop,…remember why your fighting,…focus on when the war is over…eternal bliss!!!
4.9. (22,23) Here’s how to take care of the “battle scarred”! 
4.9.1. (22) NIV- “be merciful to those who doubt”-those doubting in battle.
4.9.1.1. Show them compassion!
4.9.2. (23) Save the defectors!
4.9.2.1. Those going A.W.O.L. (Absent Without Official Leave)
4.9.3. NIV “have mercy w/fear” – for you could be in the same place, if not but by the grace of God!
4.9.4. “Hating” – instead of hating them as traitors, we should hate the sin that is destroying them!
4.9.5. “Defiled garment” – If a wounded soldier that you came upon had poison oak all over his uniform, you’d help him discard it, being careful not to get it on yourself!
4.9.5.1. This stain has actually gone down to even the “undergarment” is dirty! 



4.9.6. (23b) What is you concept of Evangelism? 
4.9.7. Do you see it like strong horseradish: where people praise it with tears in their eyes. 
4.9.8. For some people, evangelism is an evangelical mugging mission, where we go into a phone booth, come out with a big red S on our chests and charge out into a neighborhood, seldom our own, to win it for Christ. 
4.9.9. For others, it's some kind of evangelical ambush where we lure the honest, unsuspecting victim to some type of an event, lock the doors, and sing twenty-two verses of "Just as I Am." 
4.9.10. Some people think of evangelism as a bombing mission where, from protective cloud cover at 30,000 feet, we fill backyards with gospel bombs. 
4.9.11. For others, evangelism is herding fish into the stained glass aquarium where the big fisherman throws the lure from the pulpit.

4.9.11.1. I pray we’re as passionate as a firefighter going back into the building to save another victim! 

5. OUR ULTIMATE PROTECTION! (24,25)
5.1. (24) Jude now sends us into battle pumped up by the One who will protect us! - Marching & singing the praises of our leader! Confident of His Mighty arm!
5.1.1. His Keeping power can not only keep you from falling into sin, but also bring you out of sin!
5.1.2. Is power to keep us safe, compels us to keep ourselves close to him!(21)
5.2. (25) No doxology in all of scripture do I enjoy more than this one by General Jude!
5.2.1. Read vs.25 together! (w/ enthusiasm)
5.2.2. “Amen!” – is a Seal stamped at the end of this letter, then filled with molten steal, expressing the confident eternal majesty of God…the God who is able!
5.3. Q: Any Recruits this morning?
6. End: 
6.1. Read - Is.52:10-12
6.2. Dismissed!
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