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Leviticus Intro






    10-12-00

“HOW to Worship!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Warren Wiersbe was sitting on a platform at a church where it was announced “We will stand & sing hymn 325”…“Take time to Be Holy”…We will sing verses 1 & 4! (

1.2. Why Leviticus?
1.2.1. Do you have a CD (maybe of a live album) where songs are interrupted by talking?

1.2.1.1. 1st couple of times threw it’s interesting – but after that you skip right past it to get back to the great music.
1.2.1.2. That’s usually what we do when we read all of the beginnings of Genesis, then the exciting get away of Exodus, then we jump over Leviticus, Numbers, & Deuteronomy, to the exciting story of Joshua! 
1.2.1.2.1. That’s what I did when I taught the 1st 2 books. 
1.2.1.2.2. “I Leap-Frogged-Leviticus!”

1.2.2. It would be like Doug stopping in mid-song & explaining the technical details, music theory, & dotted 1/8 rests!
1.2.2.1. Leviticus slows down to look at the ceremonial & sacrificial details.
1.2.2.2. The technical details, music theory, & dotted 1/8 rests are important. So Leviticus is crucial to the understanding a large portion of scripture.

1.2.3. Tear out Leviticus & you won’t understand Hebrews, sacrifices, nor Jesus coming to die for the sins of the world, etc. 
1.2.3.1. In Christ, all 5 Offerings or Sacrifices are explained & fulfilled. 

1.3. Genesis – God forms a Nation via Abraham. 
1.3.1. Abraham has Isaac, who has Jacob, who becomes Israel, who has 12 sons(later to be the 12 tribes), who flee to Egypt because of a famine. 

1.4. Exodus – Moses is born & delivers the Hebrew people “out of” Egypt.
1.4.1. In the wilderness Moses is given the 10 commandments & the blueprints for the Tabernacle(the place of meeting, w/God).
1.4.2. He also was told to make Aaron & his sons priests, & what to get ready for Worship. 

1.5. Leviticus – Moses is now told “How” to worship (details)

2. Leviticus! (The Book)
2.1. Leviticus = “that which pertains to the Levites”.
2.1.1. Misleading title in that it only deals w/1 segment of the Levites, those who were priests.
2.2. God didn’t only want to help Israel organize a Nation – but also to help them organize their Worship!
2.2.1. So He appointed a group of men called “Priests” to lead in Worship.
2.2.2. He chose them from the tribe of Levi.
2.3. Leviticus is Gods Guidebook on how to Worship, Serve, & Obey…a Holy God!
2.3.1. Q: Did you ever have a problem w/buying someone a gift because you didn’t know what they liked or wanted?
2.3.1.1. My family does the ol’ “X-mas list”, so you know what they want.
2.3.1.2. That’s the way God works – He explains in Leviticus exactly what He wants!

2.3.2. Q: Isn’t this specifically for the Priests & Levites in ancient Israel?
2.3.2.1. Yes but the spiritual principles in this book apply to Christians in the church today.
2.3.2.2. Prove it? - The key verse in Lev. is applied to the NT church in 1 Pet. 1:15,16. And the book of Leviticus itself is quoted over 100 times in the NT.
2.4. 2 reasons to understand rituals in Leviticus:
2.4.1. [1] “Rituals enshrine, express, & teach those values & ideas that a society holds most dear.”

2.4.1.1. They hold their animals very dear to them. Not as pets, but as property, livelihood, & position in society.

2.4.1.1.1. Job 1:3 “Also, his possessions were seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very large household, so that this man was the greatest of all the people of the East.”

2.4.2. [2] “These ideas are foundational to understanding the NT concepts of sin, sacrifice, atonement in regards to the death of Christ.”

2.5. Where did Moses get this book?
2.5.1. During the 11 months that the Hebrew children camped at the foot of Mount Sinai.
2.5.1.1. 3 months out of Egypt they reached Sinai. They ended up spending 11 months(Numb.10:11) at the base of Sinai. Then they wandered in the wilderness for many years after that. 
2.5.2. While camping at Sinai they learned God was not only interested in just Receiving them, but He also wanted a Relationship w/them!
2.6. So what’s the main Theme of Leviticus?
2.6.1. The Holiness of God!
2.6.2. Leviticus solves the Dilemma, “How can unholy people acceptably approach God” - “then remain in continued fellowship w/Him”.
2.6.3. “Holy” occurs 90 times in Leviticus.
2.6.3.1. Sanctify 17 times. – The Hebrew root q-d-sh (holy) 152 times.   
2.6.4. What is Holiness? {set apart, marked off, different}
2.6.4.1. “Holy has the same root as wholly, it means complete. A man is not complete in spiritual stature if all his mind, heart, soul, and strength are not given to God.” (R.J. Stewart)
2.6.4.2. “It is living above the world while we are still in it.” (Tryon Edwards)
2.6.4.3. “Holiness is inwrought by the Holy Spirit, not because we have suffered, but because we have surrendered.” (Richard Shelley Taylor)
2.6.4.4. “Holiness is not inability to sin, but ability not to sin.”

2.7. The book is split in1/2.
2.7.1. Chapters 1-17 = Describes the Way to God! – Access!
2.7.1.1. Via blood sacrifice.
2.7.1.2. It describes the innocent dying vicariously for the guilty!
2.7.1.3. See Key verse 17:11.
2.7.1.4. Vicarious = L. vicis.  A change. “Taking the place of another.”
2.7.1.5. “When Jesus Christ shed his blood on the cross, it was not the blood of a martyr; or the blood of one man for another; it was the life of God poured out to redeem the world.”

2.7.2. Chapters 18-27 = Describes the Walk w/God! – Lifestyle!
2.7.2.1. Via obedience to His laws.
2.7.3. The 1st half describes, “How a sinner attains fellowship w/God.” The 2nd ½, “How a believer maintains fellowship w/God.”
2.8. Breaking down the book further!
2.8.1. Chapter’s 1-7 – The Priests 5 Offerings! {Burnt, Grain, Peace, Sin, Trespass}
2.8.1.1. The 5 types of Offerings all depict a different characteristic of Jesus Christ, the ultimate sacrifice!
2.8.2. Chapter’s 8-10 – The Priests Job Description!
2.8.2.1. All the specifics of Priestly Duty {what to wear, eat, say, drink; where to stand; which animals; how to prepare them; how to offer them}
2.8.2.2. There is an example of 2 of Aaron’s sons who took worship lightly.
2.8.2.2.1. God’s never taken worship lightly…& never should we!
2.8.2.2.2. Since we don’t have all of these regulations surrounding worship, does God now view worship less important? Any less holy?
2.8.3. Chapter’s 11-17 – The Priests Purity!
2.8.3.1. Cleanness & uncleanness in diet, hygiene, & disease.
2.8.3.2. The Day of Atonement! 
2.8.3.2.1. Nikolai Berdyaev, who abandoned Marx for Christianity, insists that neither history nor theology nor the church brought him to the Christian faith, but a simple woman called only Mother Maria. He was present at a concentration camp when the Nazis were murdering Jews in gas chambers. One distraught mother refused to part with her baby. When Maria saw that the officer was only interested in numbers, without a word she pushed the mother aside and quickly took her place. This action revealed to Berdyaev the heart of Christianity--and what atonement means.

2.8.4. Chapter’s 18-22 – Holy Living!
2.8.4.1. If you belong to a holy God, then you’re expected to be holy yourself.
2.8.4.2. Lev.19:2 “Speak to all the congregation of the children of Israel, and say to them: 'You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy.”
2.8.4.2.1. In every area of life – family relationships, worship, sexuality, treatment of the poor, (men’s baseball leagues) even personal grooming.

2.8.5. Chapter’s 23-25 – The Feasts!
2.8.5.1. They remind the Israelites of their relationship to God.
2.8.5.2. They sketch out a picture of the person & work of Jesus Christ.
2.9. Spurgeon said, "I believe that the doctrine of Jesus paying for my sins is one of the surest proofs of the inspiration of Scripture, for who would or could have thought of the just Ruler dying for the unjust rebel?"
2.10. Story - It was a mountain one-room school house where severe discipline was used to keep the rowdyism of uninterested pupils in check. The noon recess was ended and the teacher was interrogating the class with regard to the disappearance of Sally Jane's lunch. After a few minutes of verbal threats and demands, a sob was heard. It was little Billy--a thin, undernourished child. His family was the poorest of the poor. 
"Did you take Sally Jane's lunch?" demanded the teacher. 
"Yes, sir," mumbled Billy through his tears. "I was hungry."
"Nevertheless, you did wrong to steal and you must be punished," declared the teacher. 
As the teacher removed the leather strap from its place on the wall, Billy was ordered to the front of the room and told to remove his shirt. The arm of the teacher was raised over the bent and trembling form of little Billy. "HOLD IT, TEACHER!" shouted a husky voice from the rear of the room. It was Big Jim striding down the aisle removing his shirt as he came. "Let me take his whipp'n," he begged. The teacher was aghast, but knowing that justice must be demonstrated, he consented and laid the belt to the back of Big Jim with such force that even the stronger boy winced and his eyes watered. But Billy never forgot the day that Big Jim took his place.


2.11. “No other book has so many lessons on access to God & & worship.”

2.11.1. Ps.65:4 “Blessed is the man You choose, And cause to approach You, That he may dwell in Your courts. We shall be satisfied with the goodness of Your house, Of Your holy temple.”


3. Communion:
3.1. Hebrew 10:11-18
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