INTRO:


Judah’s sin reaches its worse in Ahaz!


A FAILURE IN HIS WALK! (1-4)


He followed the wicked example of the kings of Israel.


We all follow examples! Q:Whose example are you following?


We all are being example! Q:What type of example are we being @ home, work, school, in sports, community, etc.)?


Wow, what evil! Yet we know our heart & we are capable of doing similar things if not but by the grace of God!


It is comforting for us to know that our sin He sees in us, will never catch God by surprise!


He loved us, even knowing up front what it would cost Him!


A FAILURE IN HIS WARFARE! (5-8)


vs.7 - Ahaz Sells out…& Seeks a Sour Savior!


Ahaz should have said this to God!!!


Ahaz(Judah) should have relied on Gods promises. - They should have let God intervene on their behalf! - There would have been certain deliverance & Victory!- Is.7:1-9  (vs.6 gives purpose for the invasion)


Judah turned to “Creature Aid!”


Creature Aid is Visible, Tangible, & makes Plain Sense! 


Instead of trusting in God they bribed the king of Assyria to do what God would have done!


He robbed God’s temple to “purchase protection”! 


“Silver & Gold had he some!” -So he relied on $ rather than on God!


“If we can not Trust God for temporal things, how can we trust Him for our sp. Things.”�


Read Ps.146! 


Read #6923 (7700) “Lincoln”


(Spurg.) “Wait only on God…only expect Him!” - “Don’t add back the Dross of human confidence to your Gold of Faith!” - “Don’t covet Jonah’s gourd, but Jonah’s God!” - “Let the sandy foundations of terrestrial trust be the choice of fools, but do thou, like one who foresees the storm, build for thyself an abiding place upon the Rock of Ages!”


What a mistake this was! Assyria would be the very nation that would carry Israel away captive(next ch.).


Assyria’s help was like a broken staff, which pierces the hand of him who leans on it!


A FAILURE IN HIS WORSHIP! (9-20)


Ahaz Altered the Altar!


Instead of following the Divine pattern for the altar, he borrowed a pattern from a heathen temple.


Heb. 8:5 “ who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, "See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain."


God gave such meticulous details regarding the erecting of the Temple, & its instruments.


“Pattern Borrowing” is a sin! (ladies/steal patterns of dresses)


It’s tragic when we try to worship God after the pattern of the world & not after the heavenly pattern.


Should our services be “seeker friendly”? (this is the latest church growth craze) - [ie. Nothing to “offend”, water down Sun. morn., comfortable for those seeking, political correctness.] 


Jesus said,”Nicodemus you might think about maybe attending our synogogue for awhile, meeting people, getting plugged in to our small groups, enjoying a couple potlucks.”


NO! “You must be born again!” 


Are you seeking “religious novelties” or do you follow the pattern given by God in His word?


Neh.8:8 “So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.”


How often have you substituted your own thoughts & plans for God’s! Guard your altar! 


END! 


Read 2 Chron. 28:5,6


Background: Syria & Is. Attack Jer.(Judah)…cannot penetrate walls. (Why they did in Is.7:6)


Syria & Is. Leave - Judah pursues the retreating army - Syria & Is. Turn & fight & defeat Judah(120,000 died)(28:6 was God’s judgment)


Judah calls for Assyria to help & bribes w/Temple loot. 


Assyria drops into Damascus(took it & killed king) 


Next Assyria will drop into Is. & carry them away captive. 


Assyria never did help Judah (28:20,21)


2 Chron. 28:19


Note 2 reasons for a countries judgment: 


[1] Moral Decline!


[2] A continuous Unfaithfulness to the Lord!


2 Chron.28:22


With distress came increased unfaithfulness!


2 Chron.28:23


Since I was defeated there gods must be more powerful?


2 Chron. 28:24


He “Cut-up”,Locked-up”, & “Built -up”! 


Let’s go from this sad Apostacy to Is. 8:8 the prediction of Emmanuel!
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