INTRO:


15 down 5 to go. {Here comes the last attempt at reformation before Judah was swept away.} Josiah the 16th king of Judah!


Age “mile-stones”: Age 8, 16, 20, & 26. {Got any yourself?}�


THE BEGINNING OF A REIGN! (1)


Josiah @ age 8!


2nd grader to the throne.�


THE BEGINNING OF REGENERATION! (vs.2; 2 Chron.34:3)


Josiah @ age 16.


Read 2 Chron.34:3.


Don’t give up on your teenagers! He started seeking God earnestly @ age 16. �


THE BEGINNING OF REFORM! (2 Chron.34:3b)


Josiah @ age 20.


Read 2 Chron.34:3b


At age 20 he started his great work of reform.


Q: Did you get an early start?


Q: Are you helping someone young to get an early start?


Q: What  accomplishments have you done in your Christianity?�


THE BEGINNING OF REPAIR! (3-13)


Josiah @ age 26.


Q: Does your Temple need any repairs?


Here is a work we must all give our heedful care!


vs.7 - Today people are so “sue” conscious.


vs.8 - “Imagine losing the Word of God In the House of God?”


Losing the Book? Some Facts: 


[1] There was only one copy, & it was next to the ark of the Cov. It was the “Temple Copy”.


Deut. 31:24-26 “So it was, when Moses had completed writing the words of this law in a book, when they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying:  "Take this Book of the Law, and put it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there as a witness against you;”


[2] No copies until the kings. Then a copy was to made for each one. 


Deut. 17:18 “Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before the priests, the Levites.”


[3] It was designed to be read aloud to the people! 


[4] Multiplication of copies was not needed for synagogues…they didn’t exist yet!


Not till during the Exile (esp. after the return from captivity)


Some say maybe a faithful priest hid it during the godless reign of Manasseh & Amon? (Like Massada scroll/Synagogue)


Others say it was missing because of neglect?


Again, “Imagine losing the Word of God in the house of God!”


Q: In the midst of your religious life...Have you lost His Word?


3 Questions: [1] Do you Hide it in your heart? [2] Do you Hold it in your hand? [3] Do you Have it in your home? 


[It’s good to HAVE God’s Word; It’s better to HEAR God’s Word; But best to HEED God’s Word!] �


[1] God’s Word was Sinfully Lost! (vs.8)


What a treasure lost!


Rom.3:1,2 “What advantage then has the Jew… Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles of God.”


The Word was so sinfully neglected the very knowledge of it had perished, & the book disappeared. 


What a Victory Satan had to keep the Bible “Hidden away”!


He couldn’t destroy it but he can help hide it. {Does he help out in your home today?}


I Think our problem is actually the opposite: Too many Bibles!


Our access is too readily available! {We have: our bible(s), TV, Radio, tracts, scripture on calendars, cards, magazines, newspapers, A multi-million $ Christian book industry, & now the internet!} 


I wonder how many people own “Sunday bibles” (only used once a week) {Spurg. asked, “Is there enough dust on your bible to write damnation on it? - The very dust will rise in judgment against you!”}


If the truth is not read what is the difference of the book being lost as it was here?


“The bible that is falling apart usually belongs to someone who isn’t!”


“The Key to Victory is “It is written!”


Imagine writing a girlfriend/boyfriend 66 love letters, to find out they only read a few of them? 


Donald Grey Barnhouse said, “If I only had 3 yrs. to serve the Lord, I would spend 2 of them studying & preparing.”


Paul said, “Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.” (1 Tim.4:13)


At pulpit speed you can read the whole Bible thru in 1 year @ only 12 min. a day. (or read all the way thru in 71 hours)! �


[2] God’s Word was Providentially Found! (vs.8)


Remarkable Prov. Care of the years of His Word!


It was wonderfully protected from Neglect & the Fury of man!


It is worthy of note that the Reformation of the 1500’s was concurrent with the invention of the printing press! - Oh. God’s Providence!�


[3] God’s Word was Reverently Examined! (vs.11)


Did they read Deut.28? (the curse)


Oh, to read the bible always relating it to yourself, & then at once put its injunctions & precepts into practice!


“One copy of the scriptures, like a seed long buried, suddenly burst forth & led to a reformation!” 


What will 6,560 do in Chechnia that we just purchased?


One copy can upheave a nation! - Look at Martin Luther reading one copy of the Vulgate in Erfurt. 


Ps.85:8 “I will hear what God the LORD will speak, For He will speak peace To His people and to His saints; But let them not turn back to folly.”


(1) Prepare yourself before consulting the word of God!


Heart Prep. - Mind Prep. 


(2) Know  how to Consult the Word of God!


 Be fair to the text! Have an open heart!


(3) Obey the Word of God. 


Read it with the mind set to change! With the intent on Keeping it!�


HULDAH THE PROPHETESS!(14-20)


Ahikam - A friend of Jeremiah (Jer.26:24).


Huldah - Obviously known far & wide even by the king!


4 times she says, “Thus says the Lord!”


vs.18-20 - God’s wrath against Judah’s idolatry was “postponed” cause one man Heard & Kept the Word Read to him!���* After glow!
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