INTRO:

Last week - Josiah king @ 8; started following the Lord @ 16; started reform @ 20; repaired Temple @ 26.

Also, they had “found the book”. - Josiah was cut to the heart. 

 Huldah the Prophetess shared the impending doom of the kingdom, but Josiah eyes would be spared from seeing it. 

Let’s continue w/Josiah’s story.�

THE BOOK IS READ! (1,2)

Q: What are you doing to circulate the scriptures?

Q: Are you to “mature in the Lord” to hand out tracts anymore? How about giving someone a “Daily Bread”, a N.T., a Jesus Video? Go door to door, go stand at the theaters(doesn’t need to be organized)

“The Book” is to be read!�

A COVENANT IS MADE! (3)

“Let ourselves be only, utterly, & always for God; & then set ourselves to destroy evil…..beginning w/ourselves!” 

Though the people moved forward only because their king was doing it, should that be a reason for the king to stop?

No! Be an example! 

With Kids: they need to be led, disciplined, trained!

Know that if you say, “I don’t want to prejudice my child in religion….Satan isn’t as considerate as you!�

FURTHER CLEANUP! (4-20)

This Reformation was carried out w/enthusiasm & energy by Josiah. 

Note the process: 1st - Public reading of the word. Followed by a Covenant. - Followed by “house cleaning”(Temple) to both ends of the kingdom the country was swept, scrubbed, dusted, & vacuumed. Of Idols, High places, altars, & Images. 

vs.10 - Topheth - A high place or shrine in the valley of Hinnom, near the field of blood. 

Read Is. 30:33

Tophet/Topheth = To spit or spit out! - It was a place where they did child sacrifice.

vs.15 - Prophesied 300 yrs. before he was born.�

PASSOVER REINSTITUTED! (21-25)

vs.21 - The old leaven now cleared out, the Passover could be celebrated. 

Passover: Why was it instituted? It was a feast to commemorate the deliverance of Israel from Egyptian bondage & the sparing of their 1st born. 

The deliverance from Egypt was a starting point for the Hebrew nation - Its B-day! 

Passover was its annual B-day feast. A yearly memorial of the dedication of the people to Him who had spared their 1st born from the destroyer, in order that they might be made holy to himself. ��

This was a Type of Christ:

[1] Lamb to be w/o blemish [2] Lamb to be killed. [3] The blood to be applied (by personal faith) [4] The Blood to be applied with “anything in addition”!

1 Cor.5:7 “For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.”

Also Passover is a type of: [1] Deliverance from sin. [2] It is the passing over of the doom we deserve for our sins, w/Christ’s blood that has been applied to us. [3] The sprinkling of the blood upon the door-posts was a symbol of open confession of our allegiance & love. [4] The Passover was useless unless eaten; so we live upon the Lord Jesus Christ. [5] As it was eaten w/bitter herbs , we must eat our Passover w/the bitter herbs of repentance & confession. [6] & as the Israelites ate the Passover all prepared for the journey, so we w/readiness & desire continue on the journey toward heaven.�

vs.25 - The triple Inventory!  This includes the whole Moral & Mental understanding, his will, & his physical vitality. (Deut.6:5)

It means to Love Him with their whole being! 

JOSIAH DIES! (26-30)

vs.26-28 - Nevertheless the sands in the hour glass of repentance were running out!

vs.29-30 - Josiah became proud & dared Necho to fight him

(Wasn’t Necco a candy?)

Folly & Presumption! See 2 Chron.35:20-27.

These events are also fully corroborated by the Greek Historian Herodutus & by the sculptures on this Pharaoh’s tomb. 

A long & God fearing life may end in self-incurred disaster, unless we carefully walk w/God to the very end. 

The most matured saint may not lean on his own understanding!!!�

THE LORD’S SUPPER!

At the Lord’s Supper Jesus gave a new meaning to an old act!

“This is my body” - Jesus gave to the unleaven bread at the Passover feast a new character. 

It stood for unleaven, sinless, now He attributes it to Himself.

He had already prepared them with the phrase “bread” of life”. 

Why the bread? Why not a lamb? - No more shedding of blood, the Lamb became the sacrifice once & for all & now is the Bread of life. Also, easier for a universal ordinance! 

“This cup is the New Cov. In my blood” - This fulfilled the prophesy of the New Cov. That had been foretold. (Jer.31:31-33)

The Passover Blood protected them from death. Jesus blood protects us from Spiritual death!

Jesus had prepared the minds of His disciples to realize the idea of His death as a sacrifice. 

He now gathers up all previous announcements in the institution of this sacrament! 

Rev.3:20 “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and {worship...no, do a bible study,…no, sing…no, “dine” with him, and he with Me.”

Greeks had 3 meals in a day:

[1] Akratisma - Breakfast, bread dipped in wine.

[2] Ariston - Picnic snack on the go.

[3] Deipnon - The Eve. Meal, people lingered & sat long & talked over it. (used here)

“Open our hearts to Him, & He’ll open His home to us!”
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