5

Ezra Intro & Ch.1-3
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“Tears & Cheers!”

1. Intro:
1.1. I remember an article in our local paper when Chuck Smith  1st purchased the Hot Springs. He said(loose quote) “Refurbishing & rebuilding this place is really no different then what the church is all about…‘rebuilding people lives’.” “They’ve been used & abused, worn & torn down, then they come to Jesus & He does a wonderful transformation in them…& it’s blessed to see.”
1.1.1. We’ll see this same parallel w/Zerubbabel rebuilding the temple & Ezra rebuilding the people.
1.1.2. Both require community rather than isolation.
1.1.3. Both meet resistance.
1.1.4. Both require time & commitment.
1.1.5. Both have the Word of God at the center.
1.1.6. Both bring Glory & Honor to God!
1.2. The Book! 

1.2.1. It opens with the close of 2 Chronicles(36:22,23).
1.2.2. Similar to Chronicles! (which leads many scholars to conclude Ezra wrote Chronicles).
1.2.3. “Ezra & Nehemiah” is 1 book in the Hebrew bible. (They tell 1 story!)
1.2.4. During the writing of the book of Ezra…Buddha, the Indian mystic and founder of Buddhism, was in India; Confucius was in China; & Socrates was in Greece!


1.3. The Background!
1.3.1. Judah had rejected Jeremiah’s warning of judgment! - And his prophetic message came true.
1.3.1.1. Q: What was Jeremiah’s warning to Judah? (kicked out of the land for 70 years!) 
1.3.1.2. Q: Why did Judah get kicked out of the land? (see 2 Chron.36:21)
1.3.1.2.1. Daniel & Ezekiel were among those who were deported!
1.3.1.3. But, Jeremiah also promised “Restoration”! (Jer.29:10)
1.3.1.4. Lesson: Now matter how we’ve blown it in our past, God gives us an opportunity for a new beginning!

1.3.2. Ezra covers the 1st 2 returns to Israel.
1.3.3. Nehemiah covers the 3rd return to Israel.
1.3.4. The Returns: 
(Trip #1) 49,897 people return {Zerubbabel leads, 538bc}[purpose rebuild temple]
(Trip #2) 1,754 return {Ezra is in} (80 yrs. later) [purpose to rebuild the people] 
(Trip #3) {Nehemiah leads}(14 yrs. later)[purpose to rebuild the wall]
1.4. The Main Characters! 
1.4.1. Ezra – A godly patriotic Jew. His name means “Help!”
1.4.1.1. Read (Ezra 7:6,8,9).
1.4.1.2. He was a devoted student of the Scriptures. 
He helped to restore the Law to the nation. 
He was a man of prayer(8:21-23). 
He was greatly burdened for the spiritual welfare of his people(9:3,4). 
1.4.1.3. He does not come on the scene till chapter 7.

1.4.2. Nehemiah – An officer in the kings court.
1.4.2.1. He had no prophetic call or priestly lineage. (he was the original “layman”)
1.4.2.2. He was promoted from cupbearer to governor.
1.4.3. Zerubbabel – He was a leader under Ezra. 
1.4.3.1. His name means “Born in Babel”(meaning Babylon).
1.4.3.2. He was also called “Sheshbazzar”. His official title was “tirshatha”(2:63) which means “governor”.
1.4.3.3. He served as the political leader of the restored nation.
1.4.4. Joshua – He was the high priest at the time.
1.4.5. Haggai & Zechariah – They were the 2 Prophets at the time.
1.4.5.1. See Ezra 5:1. 

1.5. The Book Outline!
1.5.1. The book is divided into 2 Returns:
1.5.1.1. Ch.1-6 Led by Zerubbabel to rebuild the Temple.
1.5.1.2. Ch.7-10 Led by Ezra to rebuild the Spiritual condition of the people.
1.5.1.3. The Restoration of the Temple, & the Reformation of the People!
1.5.2. Between these 2 returns “Esther” rules.
1.6. The Outline!
1.6.1. 3 Chapters: [1] The proclamation [2] The People [3] The Praise!
2. CHAPTER 1 THE PROCLAMATION!
2.1. The Proclamation! (1-4)
2.1.1. Persia – A Divine twist of irony…The Lord raised up a nation, to overthrow the nation, that He allowed to overthrow His nation.
2.1.2. This decree by Cyrus, the one by Darius(ch.6), & the one given by Artaxerxes(ch.7) remind us that God remembers us & is working for our good…even in our darkest days!
2.1.3. Cyrus – Q: Why does he do this? 

2.1.3.1. As he takes over the crumbling Babylonian empire, one of his 1st acts of office is to reverse the Babylonian policy of “deporting” conquered people from their homelands.


2.1.3.2. Remember this was the guy mentioned in Is.44:28.
2.1.3.3. This prophecy was given a century & ½ before it happened.

2.1.3.4. “Remember when the words & actions of world leaders disturb you, just remember God is still on the throne & has things in control!”


2.1.3.5. Cyrus – A true believer or a pagan ruler! “Archeological finds indicate Cyrus showed similar respect to the deities of all conquered people. This seems to have been motivated by national policy rather than faith-motivated conviction!”


2.2. The Decision…to stay or go! (5,6)
2.2.1. Judah & Benjamin - Let’s us know that though they had to assimilate into a pagan culture they still maintained their tribal structure(including the role of priests & Levites).

2.2.2. Q: Not everybody returned…Why not?
2.2.2.1. Q: How many of you(or your parents)came to America from a different country? Would go move now?
2.2.2.2. Let’s all say we’ve been out of our country for 70 years. So in 1931 we all were made to leave Bulgaria. How many of us were born after 1931? How would we look at “our new country” differently?
2.2.2.3. Remember their homeland was burnt & destroyed so it was a wasteland, & the place they were moved to was a place of luxury & beauty!
2.2.2.4. The trip was going to be difficult(like the covered wagons in the old days here). Life was going to be demanding.
2.2.2.5. They had settled into a district of their own, found employment, & lived generally comfortable lives.
2.2.2.6. Note: Those that returned were “all whose spirits God had moved”. 
2.2.2.7. Note: Those that didn’t return “encouraged” those that did, & helped w/expenses. (Even their Babylonian neighbors helped out)
2.2.3. Q: So why Go back?
2.2.3.1. It was worth the price to “do God’s will” even though it was going to cost!

2.3. The Articles! (7-11)
2.3.1. They couldn’t worship w/o them. We can’t worship with them(Jn.4). 

2.4. Q: What does God’s protection of His people during captivity & after their release tell you about His commitment to maintain a relationship w/us?
3. CHAPTER 2 THE PEOPLE!
3.1. Those who returned! (1-63)
3.1.1. The 1st in the list is appropriately…Zerubbabel!
3.1.2. Note break down: Leaders(2); Families(3-19); Towns(20-35); Priests(36-39); Levites(40-42); Nethinim, Temple Helpers(43-54); Solomon’s Servants(55-58); Those who couldn’t identify their genealogy(59-63).

3.1.3. Q: What is the importance of this list?
3.1.3.1. The Lord knows His people personally! 
3.1.3.2. The “Common people” were important to this rebuilding. (They actually contributed more then “the heads of the fathers houses” & the governor; Neh.7:70-72)

3.1.3.3. Also for Racial Purity!
3.2. The Total of Returnees! (64-70)
4. CHAPTER 3 THE PRAISE!
4.1. So, how do I restore things after Gods chastening is complete? After I’ve blown it so bad?
4.1.1. Gather, Worship, Celebrate, Work, & Sing!
4.2. Gathering Together! (1)
4.2.1. Uniting together as one man is the key.
4.3. Worshiping Together! (2,3)
4.3.1. It would have been very easy to be content with their “arrival” & “resettlement”. 

4.3.2. They immediately go to work on the central feature of the Temple …the Altar! (w/o this they could not approach God or expect his blessing)
4.3.3. They placed Worship 1st…this is a great illustration of Mt.6:33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.”

4.4. Celebrating Together! (4-7)
4.4.1. This was a joyful feast of thanksgiving.
4.5. Working Together! (8-10)
4.5.1. Q: How did they know how to build it?
4.5.1.1. The Scriptures told them all they need to know to rebuild the temple.
4.5.1.2. They followed God’s plan!
4.5.2. The foundation(10) is the most important part of the structure because it determines the size, shape, & strength of the structure.
4.5.3. Q: Do you have the right foundation for your life? Q: Are you following God’s plan!
4.6. Singing Together! (11-13)
4.6.1. Wept – remember some of the men watching all of this, were alive when Nebuchadnezzar burned the Temple to the ground. 

4.6.2. Haggai(2:3) let’s us know that this Temple was kind of plain compared to the other.
4.6.3. We need to be careful “looking back” to the past though!
4.6.3.1. The old looked back & wept; & the young looked ahead & rejoiced!
4.6.3.2. Tears & Cheers!
4.6.3.3. Be careful not to concentrate on your past, least you rob yourself of a glorious future!

4.6.4. You can’t change the past, but the past can change you!
4.6.4.1. Either for the better or for worse! (All depends on how you look at it)
4.6.4.2. The Past can be a rudder that guides you or an anchor that hinders you.

4.6.4.3. Leave your past mistakes w/God, & look to the future by faith!
4.7. The spiritual building process is just that…it is a process!
4.7.1. The project won’t be complete until we get to heaven.
4.7.2. Meanwhile, many around us are watching the spiritual building going up.
4.7.3. 1 Pet.2:5 “you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
4.7.4. Yes we are “under construction”…but the project is in the hands of the Master Builder! - That means the building will one day be complete…& it will stand forever!
4.8. Q: Where are you in the spiritual building process?
4.8.1. Just laying the foundation? Well into the project?
4.8.2. Have resistance or opposition put things on hold?
4.8.3. Are you just coming out of captivity? And thinking about starting fresh?
4.8.4. How would you describe where you are right now in your spiritual life?
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