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Nehemiah 9
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“You alone are the Lord!”

1. Intro:
1.1. It is interesting that 3 of Israel’s “great national prayers” are in Dan. 9, Ezra 9, & Neh.9!
1.1.1. We have along prayer here from vs.5-38.
1.2. Q: What list would you give a Christian friend that is seeking to get their life right with God? {Let’s find that list in the 1st 3 verses}
2. REVIVAL! (1-3)
2.1. We find here six steps to Intimacy with God! 
2.2. Self-Humbling (1) – (Fasting, sackcloth, ashes)
2.2.1. Outward demonstration of deep mourning & heaviness of heart!
2.3. Separation (2a) – 
2.3.1. We must separate ourselves from the world as we draw near to the Lord.
2.3.2. “Separation w/o devotion to the Lord becomes Isolation, 
but devotion w/o separation is hypocrisy.”
2.3.3. But Separation - 
2.4. Sins confessed (2b) – “Do not expect God to cover what you are not willing to uncover.”

2.4.1. “A man should never be ashamed to own he has been in the wrong, which is but saying, in other words, that he is wiser today than he was yesterday.” Alexander Pope
2.5. Scripture read (3a) – 
2.5.1. They read for 3 hours about the sins of their fathers, and then confessed for 3 hours doing the same awful deeds.
2.5.2. In the Scriptures He speaks to us, in Prayer & Praise we speak to Him!
2.5.2.1. See vs.5 – “Stand up & bless the Lord your God!”
2.6. Worship (3b) – True worship encompasses all of these!
2.6.1. Note “confessed & worshiped”! – Never let self-examination extend to the place of ignoring the Lord!
2.6.1.1. The more you look at yourself, the more discouraged you will become. Focus on His perfections, not your own imperfections.
2.7. Let’s talk about Personal Revival!
2.7.1. Q: How are you doing? Describe your relationship w/God.
2.7.1.1. Is it warm & steady? Or interrupted & distracted? Is it cold? Is it a surface relationship or a deep relationship? Is it slow? Is it stale? Is it an exciting personal adventure? Or, is it a mechanical routine?

2.8. This then is a fine model for a confessing people to approach God!
2.8.1. We must cultivate closeness w/God w/these spiritual disciplines.
2.8.2. “Involvement, yes, but Intimacy?”
3. THE GREATNESS OF GOD! (4-6)
3.1. This prayer includes 20 sins of Israel…but 74 facts about God!
3.1.1. God is the subject matter here…don’t miss that!
3.1.2. This deals 1st with Who He is! Then, What He does for His people! Then, What His people must do for Him!
3.2. (6b) His Providential Care! 
3.2.1. Ps.145:16 “You open Your hand And satisfy the desire of every living thing.”
3.3. (6c) We can’t duplicate the angels worship, but we can imitate their devotion to the Lord!
3.3.1. We have more cause to worship then they do! (Would you agree?)
3.3.2. We are not just servants…but children!
3.4. In our worship, praise, & prayer, it’s wise to begin w/the Greatness of God!

3.5. Look what this prayer reveals about the character & nature of God!
3.5.1. Q: Why is this important in all our praying? (ask?)
3.5.2. Q: Did Christ model this for us? (yes, in Lord’s Prayer)
3.5.3. Q: Isn’t this proper for any dignitary? How much more the Lord God!
4. YOU ARE THE LORD GOD! (7-30)
4.1. It is good to review the dealings of God with us, & w/those who have gone before us.
4.1.1. At times in our walk w/God we have stood on hilltops where the air is clear, seeing in all directions, rejoicing that…“life is good!”
4.1.2. Other times standing waist deep in mire, w/fog all around us.
4.1.2.1. Q: What do you do when you’re driving & it is foggy outside?
4.1.2.1.1. Slow down to the brightness of your headlights!
4.1.2.2. Like a rest in a piece of music, the silence helps define the significance of the sound!
4.1.2.2.1. Slow down & be silent before God!
4.1.2.3. “God will not always scream & shout because life is noisy. He expects us to provide some quietness where His still& small voice can be heard.”


4.1.3. This section rehearses the history of Israel, but it is also a very accurate summary of our own personal lives in Christ.

4.2. The word “give”(or gave) is used 16 times in this chapter.
4.2.1. Our God is a “Giving” God! - “For God so loved that He gave…”
4.2.2. He gave Israel a Land, a Law, the ministry of the Spirit, food & water, deliverers, & victory over their enemies…to name a few mentioned here.

4.3. (7,8) God, the Founder of a Nation!
4.4. (9-12) God, the Deliverer of a Nation!
4.5. (13-15) God, the Guide of a Nation!
4.6. (16-31) God, Long-Suffering towards a Nation!
4.6.1. Side by side w/the story of God’s care…runs the story of sin.
4.6.1.1. “The Gold & Black strands are closely interwoven!” (Meyer) 
4.7. (16) Q: What lessons from the past do you need to remember today to keep you from making foolish choices w/devastating consequences?
4.7.1. I just can’t take one drink! I just can’t get near any casinos! I just can’t hang around with those old friends! 
4.8. (20) Your Good Spirit – The Holy Spirit here in the OT.
4.8.1. He is the good Instructor, the good Comforter, the good Guide, the good Sanctifier, the good Quickener, & the good Intercessor.
4.8.2. Let us always adore Him, revere His person, seek His aid, own His power, speak to His Praise, & never grieve Him.

4.9. (21) Lacked nothing – Like Ps.23.
4.9.1. The Lord is my shepherd I shall not want! 
4.9.1.1. Actually, I shall not be in want, i.e. lack nothing!

4.10. (25) As a nation they didn’t thank God in times of blessing, but they were quick to turn to Him in times of suffering!
4.10.1. Yet before we point at them what about us?
4.10.2. The Sunday after Sept.11 what happened at church here?
4.10.2.1. Where were they the following week? {Crisis over, bye bye!}
4.10.2.2. How many times I’ve received the phone calls of those in desperate need, who now wanted to talk to “their” pastor, but before I couldn’t convince them to walk in Him.
4.10.2.3. Unfortunately isn’t this all of our tragic pattern at times?
4.10.3. Also, “For every 100 who can stand adversity, there is only 1 who can stand prosperity!”

4.11. (26,27) They wanted the Father’s wealth but nor the Father’s will!
4.11.1. What a record of Israel’s sins!…but what a greater record of God allowing “new beginnings” & allowing them to “bury the past”!
4.11.2. Also note, vss. 7,11,23,& 27(out, through, in, & from).

4.12. (28) What does this prayer tell you about Human stubbornness & pride?

4.13. (31b) “In His Mercy, God didn’t give them what they deserved; & in His Grace, He gave them what they didn’t deserve!”


5. THE JUSTICE & FAITHFULNESS OF GOD! (32-38)
5.1. (32) You enjoy living like the heathen? Then go live with the heathen!
5.2. (33) Unapproachable purity reaching out to sinful humanity.
5.3. The song ended with the people entering into a covenant w/the Lord!
5.3.1. A Covenant –“A formalized relationship w/commitments to loyalty.”

5.4. Prayer - “God, may you sit upon the throne of our lives & our love, arrayed in royal apparel!”
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