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“Don’t Neglect God’s House!”

1. Intro:
1.1. PTL – Answered prayer! Release of Dayna Curry and Heather Mercer.
1.2. Story - “Lord, clean the cobwebs out of my life!” (a man would pray at the end of “every” one of his prayers.) - One of the members of the church became weary of hearing this insincere request week after week because he saw no change in the petitioner’s life. So, next time he heard the man pray “Lord, clean the cobwebs out of my life”, he quickly added, “And while you’re at it Lord, kill the spider!”

1.2.1. It’s one thing to pray a passionate prayer like that of chapter 9, & quite another to live an obedient life after we say amen!
1.3. Last chapter: An incredible chapter…after fasting, separation, confession, reading of the word, & worship; came a long prayer of recommitment & covenant with God.
1.3.1. Vance Havner said, “Most church members live so far below the standard, you’d have to backslide to be in fellowship.”
1.3.2. Well the end of ch.9, & all of ch.10, is a long awaited “front-slide”!
2. SEPARATION! (28)
2.1. “Separation is simply total devotion to God, no matter what the cost.”

2.1.1. The things they name were obviously the things they were lax in.
2.1.1.1. Q: What would be on your list?
2.2. Separation can best be seen when a man & woman marry.
2.2.1. They separate themselves from all other possible mates & give themselves completely to each other. (At least it’s supposed to be this way!)

2.3. (30) Q: What was the danger of mixed marriages? (The loss of faith!)
2.3.1. Example: “But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of Pharaoh: women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and Hittites; from the nations of whom the LORD had said to the children of Israel, "You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods." Solomon clung to these in love.”

2.3.2. How did the loss of faith come? – It would be hard observing the dietary laws(every meal), annual feasts(he/she couldn’t go) He or she would be continually ceremonially unclean. There would be constant conflict, then occasional compromise, & finally complete conformity!

2.3.3. Why did they do it then? – Some for social status, or to get ahead in business, some maybe thinking they’d convert their mate. 
2.3.3.1. Often it is said, “As long as we love each other it will work out!” But the question isn’t whether you can get it to “work out”, but “Will this marriage enjoy God’s best blessing & fulfill God’s will!”
2.3.4. (31) Q: Why was foregoing the 7th years produce a biggy for them? 
2.3.4.1. That is what kicked them out of the land that they just returned to!
2.3.4.2. It took great faith to trust God for your produce to last all the way through 2 years. Or at Jubilee 3 years. (esp. thru the economic depression they were going through)

2.4. Q: Where in the NT does the Lord call us to this same faith/Trust?
2.4.1. Mt.6:33 – Jesus teaches not to hoard up material possessions in 6:19-24. And then, not to be anxious about basic needs in 6:25-34.
2.4.2. Vs.33 pulls it all together!
3. OATHS! (1-27,29)
3.1. We have here Nehemiah heading this list, & 84 people putting their seal upon it. [Priests(2-8), Levites(14-27), Leaders(9-13), & many other citizens(28)]
3.1.1. I call to your attention only one name in vs.15…well, never mind! ( {Buni, of the tribe of thumper!}
3.2. Putting a seal on a document was a serious matter. It was taking a solemn oath before God.
3.2.1. Numb.30:2 "If a man makes a vow to the LORD, or swears an oath to bind himself by some agreement, he shall not break his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth.”

3.3. Q: Should believers today bind themselves w/oaths as we walk with the Lord & serve Him?
3.3.1. Probably not! – Our relationship is as a child to a Father!
3.3.1.1. Q: Do you have your kids sign oaths & vows to you? (Get it in writing sometimes for clarification is fine, but hopefully that is the exception & not the norm in your relationship)
3.3.1.2. Our Father wants our obedience to be based on love.
3.3.2. Can you think of any NT examples of believers taking oaths of obedience to the Lord?
3.3.2.1. Our obedience should be a joyful response to what He has done for us!

3.3.2.2. The reason Christ came is not because man was a “Promise keeper” but because man was a “Covenant Breaker!”
3.3.2.2.1. He gave us the list of 10 to show us we would fall short of doing it ourselves!
3.3.2.2.2. Jesus came to show, “you couldn’t keep them, but I kept them. You failed at all of them in one way or another, I have fulfilled all of them, one way & another!”

3.3.3. “We don’t succeed as Christians because we make promises to God, but because we believe the promises of God & act upon them.” (ww)
3.3.3.1. Don’t base your obedience on fear…“God will judge me if I don’t”, but base them on His love for what He has done!…“The love of Christ compels us”.

3.4. Q: Where in the NT does the Lord tell us to not to be promise makers but promise believers?
3.4.1. Gal.3:21 “But the Scripture has confined all under sin, that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe.”
3.4.2. Mt.5:33-37 “do not swear at all...but let your yes be yes, & your no, no.”
3.5. Warren Wiersbe said it best, “We need not give “faith promises” or “pledges”. We must so love the Lord that generous giving will be a normal & joyful part of our lives!”

4. NOT NEGLECTING GOD’S HOUSE! (39)
4.1. The things they name were obviously the things they were lax in.
4.1.1. Q: What would be on your list?

4.2. “We will not neglect the house of our God” – Used 9 times here, referring to the restored temple.
4.2.1. The focus of most of these commitments is summed up in this last phrase. 
4.3. But wait, God doesn’t live in the houses we build Him does He?
4.3.1. G.Cambell Morgan said, “whereas the house of God today is no longer material but spiritual, the material is still a very real symbol of the spiritual. When the church of God in any place in any locality is careless about the material place of assembly, the place of its worship & its work, it is a sign & evidence that its life is at a low ebb.”
4.3.2. So, no, God doesn’t live in the houses in which we meet for worship. But, the way we care for those buildings indicates what we think of our God!

4.3.3. See Haggai 1:9.
4.3.3.1. Can’t we fix up our homes? Sure, just don’t leave the other undone.
4.3.4. Some again take this to an extreme(Cathedrals).
4.3.4.1. I believe whatever building the Lord gives you, you can take care of the best you can. (Battery factory)
4.3.4.2. The lord has blessed us with a great facility! (If you designed a church, as we did, what would you add & what would you subtract, & why?)

4.3.5. Tithe & Time are 2 other areas in which to not neglect the house of God. Or Stewardship & Service!
4.3.6. Stewardship!
4.3.6.1. (32,33) Temple tax – dropped to 1/3 because of hard times. Back to ½ shekel in Jesus time.
4.3.6.1.1. Sanctified common sense here. “This didn’t alter the meaning of the tradition or lesson the devotion of the people.”
4.3.6.1.2. We must not put on ourselves burdens that God never expected us to carry, nor shall we look for the easiest & least demanding way to serve the Lord.
4.3.6.2. (35-39) Also, Q: Why the emphasis on 1st things? 
4.3.6.2.1. 1st fruits as opposed to left-over fruits!
4.3.7. Service!
4.3.7.1. (34) Also, Wood offering – Anyone could help here! {What could I do???}
4.3.7.2. Ask yourself/the Lord, What have you gifted me with? What have I at my disposal in which I could help?

4.3.8. So yes, God dwells in us! Is.60:1,2 “Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, And deep darkness the people; But the LORD will arise over you, And His glory will be seen upon you.”
4.3.8.1. Don’t neglect God’s house(your body is the temple!)
4.3.8.2. But let’s remember, our churches definitely represent Gods House to others, all around the globe!

4.3.9. “We need not give “faith promises” or “pledges”. We must so love the Lord that generous giving will be a normal & joyful part of our lives!”

4.3.10. Sir Winston Churchill said, “we make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
� Wiersbe; pg.121





