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Ecclesiastes 1:1,2






  4-1-99

“Vanity!”

1. Opening:
1.1. Pray for: (our troops, Nato troops, refugees, …)
1.2. Israel update: (lot of rain, “Rain man” reputation, Chorazin, great tour guide, spring 2001, safe & quiet)

2. Intro: 
2.1. Map story: Day off, toured the Old City(4 quarters); kept getting my team lost, my map wasn’t detailed enough.
2.1.1. We went to one section we were looking for, but then strayed to “new places” I’ve never seen before! (it got scary for a time). 

2.1.2. Here Solomon gives a very detailed road map of life. You can follow it down any path with much detail. Each road giving the danger down each turn.

3. THE TITLE! - Ecclestiastes
3.1. Hebrew -  “Koheleth”
3.1.1. A rare word translated “The Preacher” only found in Eccl. In (1:1,2,12; 7:27; 12:8-10).
3.1.2. Means to assemble, or one who addresses an assembly, a preacher. 
3.2. Septuagint – uses the Greek word  (from  = assembly)
3.3. Latin – uses Ecclesiastes & thus we use for our English versions.


4. THE AUTHOR! (1)
4.1. Before you read any book it’s good to know the author.
4.1.1. Just read a great book “Fresh Wind, Fresh Fire” Jim Cymballa. Pastor Brooklyn Tabernacle.
4.2. Solomon never gives his name, but gives descriptions that indicate it’s him.
4.2.1. The preacher, son of David, king in Jer.(1); King over Israel(12); He had great wealth & wisdom(2:1-11, 1:13).
4.2.2. Note The Book of Proverbs how it starts out!
4.2.2.1. Prov. 1:1 “The proverbs of Solomon the son of David, king of Israel:”
4.3. When Solomon began his reign as a humble servant of the Lord, seeking Gods wisdom & help.
4.3.1. 1 Kings 3:5-15
4.4. As he grew older his heart turned away from Jehovah to the false gods of many wives(married for politics not love).
4.5. His later years were miserable because God removed his hand of blessing.
4.5.1. 1 Kings 11:1-13
4.5.2. He was allowed to maintain his throne only for David’s sake.
4.5.3. Alexander Whyte said, “The worm…was gnawing all the time in the royal staff upon which Solomon leaned!”
4.6. Most believe Solomon wrote Proverbs (as the wise teacher) & Song of Sol. (as the Royal Lover) early on when he walked w/God. – Then probably Eccl. near the end of life as “the Preacher”(Koholeth also carries the idea of debating, in this case not w/others but w/himself, presenting the topic, discussing it from many view points, then coming to some practical conclusion.)

4.6.1. Q: Did Solomon ever repent before he died?
4.6.2. A: The end seems to point to that (12:9-14)
4.7. Solomon was the ideal person to write this book! 
4.7.1. “He possessed the wealth, wisdom, & opportunity necessary to carry out the “experiments” required for this investigation into the meaning of life.” (w.w.)
4.7.2. If a poor person was to preach on “having money isn’t everything” you’d tend to think, your just jealous cuz you don’t have any. 



5. THE MOTTO! (2)
5.1. “Vanity of vanities!”
5.1.1. I like when someone gets right to the point…no beating around the bush for Shlomo here!
5.1.1.1. He also places this book end in the last chapter (12:8). 
5.1.1.2. {like the 2 headed Llama in Dr. Doolittle}
5.1.2. Vanity – the futile emptiness of trying to be happy apart from God.
5.1.3. Solomon liked this word. He used it 38 times in Eccl. as he wrote about “life under the sun”.
5.1.4. It means – “emptiness, futility, vapor, that which vanishes quickly & leaves nothing behind.”
5.1.5. From the human point of view life does appear futile. It’s easy to get pessimistic.
5.1.5.1. I saw one bumper sticker that read “Work, eat, sleep, Work, eat, sleep, then you die”.
5.1.5.2. A Jewish Writer described life as, “A blister on top of a tumor, & a boil on top of that.”
5.1.5.3. Carl Sandburg(Amer. Poet) “compared life to an onion – you peel one layer at a time, & sometimes you weep!”
5.1.5.4. Woody Allen said, “In real life people disappoint you. They are cruel, and life is cruel. I think there is no win in life. Reality is a very painful, tough thing that you have to learn and cope with in some way. What we do is escape into fantasy, and it does give us moments of relief.”

5.1.6. What a relief to hear Jesus say, “I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.”
5.1.7. This isn’t Solomon’s only message stay tuned till the end!

6. THE KEY VERSES & PHRASES!
6.1. “under the sun” – 29 times (also, “under heaven” 3 x’s)
6.1.1. It means he’s looking at life from underneath the sun not above it!
6.1.1.1. From the human perspective, he declares it all to be empty!
6.1.1.2. Power, popularity, Prestige, Pleasure – nothing can fill mans void, but God himself.
6.1.1.3. Wealth, Works, wisdom, or his World – all have the same sad conclusion!
6.1.2. Imagine an Ant crossing your lawn! – (big drops of water pelting him, the smallest of twigs is climbing a mountain to him, feet trying to squish him, a machine with big sharp blades that chase him, big bugs)…”life is against me” he must think. – But that’s not it at all Mr. Ant. Come above the grass(sunshine,  a purpose to all these things, a lawn mower that isn’t after you at all, a reason for bigger bugs…food chain, the water drops are from the sprinkler system for the life of the lawn) - life isn’t against you necessarily, nor about you necessarily! 
6.1.2.1. You see what you’re looking for!

6.2. “Labor” – 23 times. (see vs.3)
6.2.1. It Means to toil to the point of exhaustion & yet experience little or no fulfillment in your work. 
6.2.2. It carries w/it the idea of grief, misery, frustration, & weakness. 
6.2.3. Moses expresses this in Ps.90:10 “The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason of strength they are eighty years, Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is soon cut off, and we fly away.” 
6.2.3.1. Again looked at from “under the sun” a person’s daily work seems futile. BUT the Christian believer can always hold to 1Cor.15:58 “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”
6.2.4.  “The highest reward for man's toil is not what he gets for it, but what he becomes by it.”

6.2.4.1. “Life is 10% what happens to us, and 90% how we respond to it.”
7. THE RELEVANCE? 
7.1. Q: Is Ecclesiastes for today? 
7.1.1. Well, he writes about injustice to the poor(4:1-3); crooked politics(5:8); incompetent leaders(10:6,7); guilty people allowed to commit more crime(8:11); materialism(5:10); a desire for “the good ol’ days”(7:10). 
7.2. Note: There is no need to repeat these experiments! (see ch.2 experiments)
7.2.1. Let’s accept Solomon’s conclusions & avoid the heartache & pain that must be endured when you experiment in the laboratories of life. 
7.2.2. Q: Is your life a monotonous life, or a daily adventure? 
7.3. With statements like 4:2,3 did Solomon write under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit?
7.3.1. You better say yes! – See 12:10,11.
7.3.2. 2 Tim.3:16,17 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

7.3.3. What he wrote was what the Holy Spirit wanted to communicate – BUT as we study we must keep Solomon’s view point in mind…he is examing life “under the sun”. 
7.3.3.1. Like reading the book of Job &  his counselors counsel. Inspired writings…YES! Good counsel to Job…NO! 
7.3.4. G.Cambell Morgan said, “This man(Solomon) had been living though all these experiences under the sun, concerned w/nothing above the sun…until there came a moment in which he had seen the whole of life. And there was something over the sun. It is only as a man takes account of that which is over the sun as well as that which is under the sun that things under the sun are seen in their true light.”

7.4. Practical info for us as we go through Ecclesiastes! (from W.W.)
7.4.1. Don’t bury your head in the sand & pretend problems don’t exist. 
7.4.2. Face life honestly, but look at life from God’s perspective.
7.4.3. Use your God given Wisdom, but don’t expect to solve every problem or answer every question.
7.4.4. Obey God’s will & enjoy all that He gives you.
7.4.5. Death is coming – so be prepared!
7.4.6. Moses sums up in Ps.90:12 “So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom.”

8. Communion
8.1. Eccl.9:7,8
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