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Ecclesiastes 3:16-22




      5-13-99

“Life’s not Fair!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Questions: Why is Divine judgment delayed? – How can God be in control when ther’s so much evil in the world? – Do puppy’s go to heaven when they die? – Are we any different from animals; we all are born, live, & then go to the grave…so what’s the difference?

1.2. “Life, death, time, & eternity, make up the ingredients of our brief experience in this world!”(ww)
1.3. Vs.1-15 told us “What a wonderful plan God has for your life!” 
1.3.1. It says our life has: “tremendous timing” & a “perfect purpose”...in “everything”! (vs.1 - every, vs.11 - everything)
1.3.2. Verse16 now screams, “wait a minute! “- If God has a wonderful plan for my life, then explain why I just got back from the Temecula courthouse, & things were stacked up against me, & I walked away w/a raw deal? – How does that fit into your, “God has a wonderful plan for your life” talk?  
1.3.2.1. Let’s read it (16)

2. IT’S JUST NOT FAIR! (16)
2.1. I bet every one of us knows at least one friend (if it’s not speaking directly to us) going through this right now…Injustice!
2.1.1. Martin Luther King, Jr. - “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”
2.1.2. Robert Browning said Injustice is: “One more wrong to man, one more insult to God.”
2.2. Human courts are set up to correct injustice. 
2.2.1. But people can be bought. Others have a political agenda for them selves. Still others are just plain morally corrupt.
2.2.2. Q: How do you struggle with the tension of knowing God is in control and yet seeing wickedness in control?
2.2.3. Q: What is one area in which you need to exercise confidence in God’s sovereign control for the upcoming week?
2.3. Why is Divine judgment delayed?
2.3.1. Rev.6:9-11 – Here cuz more need to suffer & die. 
2.4. Injustice isn’t the end of the story!
2.4.1. Read vs.17. 

3. IT WILL BE FAIR! (17)
3.1. He “shall” judge! - He has “timing”! - He has Purpose!
3.1.1. He “shall” judge! – when history has ran its course!
3.1.1.1. “Though the mills of God grind slowly, yet they grind exceedingly small.”

3.1.2. If God does not correct injustice in “time”, he has appointed “a time” for it to be dealt w/.
3.1.2.1. Lk.10:2,3 "For there is nothing covered that will not be revealed, nor hidden that will not be known. "Therefore whatever you have spoken in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have spoken in the ear in inner rooms will be proclaimed on the housetops.”

3.2. Heraclitus (Greek Philosopher 500bc) “If it were not for injustice, men would not know justice.”
3.3. Justice will ultimately prevail! – Injustice is limited in scope!
3.3.1. “In eternity all wrongs will be righted, & perfect justice done!”
3.4. “Be strong! - It matters not how deep intrenched the wrong, - How hard the battle goes, - the day how long; - Faint not - fight on! - Tomorrow comes the song.” - Maltbie D. Babcock

4. ANIMAL TEST! (18)
4.1. “Test” = to sift, to winnow.
4.1.1. He is testing man! 
4.2. “like an animal”? – God is revealing what man is really like.
4.2.1. When man leaves God out of the picture he is like an animal.

4.2.2. The bible likens man unto animals many times:
4.2.2.1. Ps.32:9 “Do not be like the horse or like the mule, Which have no understanding, Which must be harnessed with bit and bridle, Else they will not come near you.”
4.2.2.2. Prov.7:22,23 “Immediately he went after her(the immoral woman), as an ox goes to the slaughter, Or as a fool to the correction of the stocks, Till an arrow struck his liver. As a bird hastens to the snare, He did not know it would cost his life.”
4.2.2.3. Jude 10 “But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves.”
4.2.3. Man often lives like a beast & dies like a beast(19,20).
4.2.4. Can you think of an episode lately where a friend hurt another friend terribly? - “I can’t believe he/she did that to so-n-so?” 
4.2.4.1. God allows certain circumstances(tests) to show us that we all have that quality about us, where we act like “brute beats”. 

5. ASHES TO ASHES, DUST TO DUST! (19,20)
5.1. Kids letters to God: 
5.1.1. Dear God, Instead of letting people die and having to make new ones, why don't you just keep the ones you have now? – Jane
5.2. “Ashes to ashes dust to dust; as a road kill lies, so we must!”
5.2.1. Here’s Solomon’s view comparing the 2. 
5.2.2. If you look at a dead man & a dead animal they look pretty much the same. They both will decay & go the way of the earth.
5.3. (Dust to Dust)A little boy was sitting in a Sunday school class, listening to his teacher describe how in the beginning of creation, God made mankind from the dust of the earth and how after death our bodies will decompose, and we'll return to dust. The little boy turned to his friend, and he said, "You know, I think I got somebody under my bed at home. But I'm not sure whether he's coming or going."

6. GOING UP? (21)
6.1. So you don’t misinterpret the above 2 verses, there is a difference between man & mongrel! 
6.1.1. Solomon merely states they are the same in they both die & return to dust.
6.1.2. Q: How are we different from animals? (image of God) 

6.2. Some translations put this in a question form (NIV Who knows if the spirit of man rises upward and if the spirit of the animal goes down into the earth?")
6.2.1. The “who knows” speaks of something you “do know”, not a skeptical question.(Keil & Delitzsch)

6.3. The bible teaches that death is the spirit leaving the body: 
6.3.1. James 2:26 says, “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.”
6.3.2. Gen.35:18 “And so it was, as her soul(Rachel) was departing (for she died), that she called his name Ben-Oni; but his father called him Benjamin.”
6.3.3. Lk.8:55 “saying, "Little girl, arise." Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat.”

6.4. Solomon again says it in 12:7.
6.4.1. Where do souls come from?
6.4.1.1. Creationism – God creates a new soul for each person & sends it to that person’s body sometime between conception & birth.

6.4.1.2. Traducianism – holds that the soul as well as the body of a child is inherited from the baby’s mother & father at the time of conception. 

6.4.1.3. Pre-existentianism – holds the souls of people exist in heaven long before their bodies are conceived in the wombs of their mothers, & that God then brings the soul to earth to be joined w/the babies body as he or she grows in the womb.

6.4.2. So which is it? – Not #3 (Mormons & Reincarnationist)
6.4.2.1. I believe #1

6.4.2.2. Is.42:5 “Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, Who gives breath to the people on it, And spirit to those who walk on it:”

6.4.2.3. Zech 12:1 “Thus says the LORD, who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him:”

6.4.2.4. Heb.12:9 “Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live?”

6.4.3. However great men of God have backed up both theories:
6.4.3.1. Creationism – Catholics, Luther, Calvin.

6.4.3.2. Traducianism – Jonathon Edwards, A.H.Strong.


6.5. So, do cute lil puppies go to heaven? (explain why not) 
6.5.1. He specifically differentiates the 2. 
6.5.2. There are however animal like beings in heaven…(white horses). 
6.6. Going up for a visit, or to stay? 
6.6.1. We all “go up” & will stand before God. - Some to the Bema seat, some to the Judgment seat. 
6.6.1.1. Which one will you stand before?

7. CONTENTMENT! (22)
7.1. Accept life from Gods hand & enjoy it while you can. 
7.1.1. We must live by Gods promises not explanations!
7.1.2. We can’t always explain life, but we must experience life, either by enduring it or enjoying it!
7.1.3. Accept life! – Enjoy life! – Be satisfied w/Life! 
7.1.4. Paul learned “in whatever state I am, to be content” (Phil.4:11)
7.1.4.1. Remember circumstances bring us pain as well as pleasure…& it is His choice for us!
7.1.4.2. Remember all comes from a “wise father”.
7.2. He will deal w/this question later. 
7.2.1. Answer though – Only God can help us to understand what lies beyond life!
