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Ecclesiastes 4:1-16




        6-3-99

“Two are Better than One!”
1. Intro:
1.1. God has purpose for everyone & everything?(3:1-15) – “It doesn’t seem like it,” thinks Solomon! 
1.1.1. What about these 6 things in life I see!
1.1.1.1. [1] There is wickedness in the courts (3:16,17) 
[2] Men die like Mongrels(3:18-22) 
[3] The Oppressed aren’t Comforted(4:1-3) 
[4] Competition Breeds Envy(4:4-6) 
[5] One Alone is w/o Companion($:7-12) 
[6] Popularity is Passing(4:13-16).

1.1.2. Notice the things Solomon “saw”:
1.1.2.1. Look(1); I saw(4,7)

2. THE OPPRESSED AREN’T COMFORTED! (1-3)
2.1. Note these arguments are from “under the sun”(vs.1).
2.2. Problem: The “Oppressed Underdogs” have no comforters!
2.2.1. In the Scripture, no national crime is condemned so frequently and few so strongly as oppression and cruelty, and the not using our best endeavors to deliver our fellow-creatures from them.

2.2.1.1. Today that’s why we are so upset about Kosovo & Sudan, because of the oppression & cruelty. 
2.2.1.2. When we are oppressed (troubled, depressed, overloaded) it is twice difficult, when there is no one to come to our aid. 

2.3. Deduction #1 - “To be w/o a comforter is worse than death itself!”
2.3.1. Jonah thought this (4:3 “Therefore now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die than to live!"); Elijah thought this(1 Kings 19:4 "It is enough! Now, LORD, take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!"); & Job thought this (3:3-16).
2.4. Deduction #2 – “To be w/o a comforter, “non-existence is preferred to existence!” 
2.4.1. Number of soldiers who died in the Vietnam War: 58,000 - Number of Vietnam vets who have committed suicide since the war:100,000

2.4.2. The argument wrongly implies, “nothing is better than something!”
2.4.2.1. We must remember, any & every “something” God created, God called good!
2.4.2.2. He never created & said, “that’s so-so”, nor did he ever say “oops”!) He always said, “…& it was good”.
2.4.3. Also, How do you truly compare “nothing” to “something”? There is no comparison!
2.4.4. People ask why didn’t God even allow evil into His world?
2.4.4.1. We could come up w/many different ways God “could-a” done things. But the bottom line is “this is the Best World, the Best Way, & the Best Plan!”

3. COMPETITION BREEDS ENVY! (4-6)
3.1. Let’s move to the work force. “Why such competition? & Why are people so envious?” {Solomon looked at 3 views of workers}
3.2. The Successful man…is Envied! (4)
3.2.1. Often the rule of business is the rule of the jungle! 
3.2.2. We have phrases like, “It’s a dog eat dog world out there!”
3.2.2.1. My dad owned a Catering business. He would tell stories of his guys going out on their routes(paid for). And guys would show up in their trucks & open up right next to them.  A fight would insue, sometimes to the point of guns being pulled!

3.2.3. Solomon saw every success was greeted w/envy instead of praise!
3.2.3.1. Like Cain greeted Abel’s goodness! - Or, Saul towards David’s success in killing his 10’s of 1000’s!
3.2.3.2. “A heart full of Joy has no room for Jealousy!”

3.3. The Lazy man…is Pitied! (5)
3.3.1. Don’t go to this extreme, ( “Well if success is only going to make people envy me, then I’m not working at all!”
3.3.2. “eat his own flesh” as he consumes what substance he had stored up.
3.3.2.1. Eg. “Haiti corn crop”(one crop must last all year)
3.4. The Balanced man…is Contented! (6)
3.4.1. Instead of Cruel competition or Laziness Solomon recommends Moderation!
3.4.1.1. It sounds like Paul (1 Tim. 1:6) “godliness with contentment is great gain.”
3.4.1.2. Solomon said in the Proverbs: 
15:16 “Better is a little with the fear of the LORD, Than great treasure with trouble.”
5:17 “Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, Than a fatted calf with hatred.”

3.4.2. How much of the Permanent are you sacrificing to get your hands on the temporary?

3.4.3. Hold both hands out: in 1 hand hold Gain & in the other Quietness!
3.4.3.1. He is one who doesn’t run the rat race, nor run from normal responsibilities! 
3.4.3.2. Then you can enjoy both the Labor & the Fruit of your labor!


4. ONE ALONE IS WITHOUT COMPANION! (7-12)
4.1. Ok, if you escape from “dog-eat-dog competition”, then you must cope w/loneliness!
4.1.1. Percentage of pet owners who would choose their pet as a companion over another human if stranded on a desert island: 54 

4.1.2. This situation is…“no family is left, not even an heir, & not even a companion! 
4.1.3. Q: Why do we human beings learn so much, so soon, about technology, and so little, so late, about loving one another?

4.2. Main Point? - 2 are better than 1!
4.2.1. Illustration: When “Go West young man” was being encouraged(now it’s Tourist go home!), it was squatters rights that drew people from the comfort of their eastern homes. They went west, staked their huge claim, & built their cabins smack dab in the middle of their property. 

4.2.2. Photographers returned w/wild eyed women; stooped, gaunt, prematurely old men; & haunted looking children. – They were easily defeated by Indians, & by the elements…“going it alone!”

4.2.3. They finally realized they had a better chance of making it if they moved their houses towards the corner of their property closer to their neighbors. 


4.2.4. Where is your log cabin on your property?

4.2.5. Is it time you moved your cabin closer to the corner of your field?

4.2.6. Is it time you installed a gate in your high forbidding fence?

4.2.7. It could make a difference in your life & in your Survival!!!

4.2.8. “An arch consists of two weaknesses, which leaning against one another make a strength.”

4.3. We need one Another! – “Yes there are some advantages to an independent life – but there are also some disadvantages as he speaks about here!” 
4.3.1. For in intimacy & shared life there is: Good Reward(9), Assistance(10), Comfort(11), & Defense(12).
4.3.2. Key = Society, not the solitary life. – Marriage, not celibacy is preferred for these reasons. (note: Paul gives other reasons why singleness is preferred)
4.3.2.1. Winton Barton said in his book, Marriage Partnership “I reckon anything you can do together as a couple helps strengthen your marriage.”

4.3.3. Wiersbe noted: The advantages are in Working(9), Walking(10), Warmth(11), & in Watchcare(12)!
4.3.4. Working(9) – 2 can get more done. - It’s much easier to get some jobs done. - You can also encourage each other along.
4.3.5. Walking(10) – Roads in Palestine are unpaved, uneven, & there are hidden rocks in the field. 
4.3.5.1. If this applies to our physical falls, how much more to our spiritual falls. 

4.3.5.2. Gal. 6:1,2 “Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
4.3.5.3. Lord thanks for pick-me-up friends! 
4.3.6. Warmth(11) – Cold Palestinian nights. Cuddle up! – If alone would have to add to your load & carry extra blankets. 
4.3.7. Watchcare(12) – NIV “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves.”
4.3.7.1. It was dangerous to travel alone, day or night, so often they traveled in caravans(not the Dodge Caravans) (like Joseph & Mary, Lk.2:42-45)
4.3.7.1.1. In these caravans there was fellowship & safety!
4.3.7.1.2. Like the covered wagons.
4.3.8. The Advantages are Cooperation & Companionship! 
4.4. 12b – That 3-fold cord is often seen as being Jesus in the middle of a marriage! (it’s hard to braid 2 strings) (Is Jesus a 3rd string in your marriage? How big a string?)

4.4.1. But not only in a marriage situation, also as Christians working together going out 2x2, helping a brother/sister in need!

4.4.1.1. Woody Allen said, “Ninety percent of life is just showing up." – Not sure of wise words…just show up!

4.4.2. What happens to a ropes strength when it is unraveled?
4.5. Note the typical Hebrew Literature: 1,2,3 (vss.8,9,12)
4.5.1. Just like in Proverbs 6 & Amos 1.
4.6. Sheep should flock together!
4.7. “In the forest, supporting each other, the trees laugh at the hurricane!”



5. POPULARITY IS PASSING! (13-16)
5.1. The Final obstacle: Popularity is Passing!
5.1.1. Oh the fickleness of popularity, it is so Temporary!
5.2. 13 - Power puffs up.
5.3. 14 – Maybe like Joseph, unjustly thrown in prison. 
5.4. 15,16a – Everyone cheers the underdog!
5.5. 16b – He will be forgotten soon & replaced w/another!
5.6. I like what Walt Disney said about being popular, “As far as I can remember, being a celebrity has never helped me make a good picture, ... or command the obedience of my daughter, or impress my wife.  It doesn't even seem to help keep fleas off our dog, and if being a celebrity won't give one an advantage over a couple fleas, then I guess there can't be that much in being a celebrity after all.”

5.7. It is better to be faithful than famous.

5.8. “Don't confuse fame with success. Madonna is one, and Helen Keller is the other.”
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