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Ecclesiastes 5






      6-10-99

“Stand in Awe of God!”

1. Intro:
1.1. Chapters 3:16-4 Solomon gave 6 arguments against God having a plan (3:1-15). – But he was saying, “don’t get seduced by these” instead… “Go to the House of God!”
1.2. Describe steps to the Temple Mount – (uneven)
1.3. Credit to Wieresbe on his outline I ended up using. 

2. DON’T ROB THE LORD! (1-7)
2.1. REGARDING COMMUNICATING WITH GOD! (1-3)
2.2. Watch Your Step! (1a)
2.3. We also could call this section “How to go to church!”
2.3.1. Q: How different was approaching God at the Temple & approaching Him today at church?
2.3.1.1. No physical Holy of Holies.
2.3.2. Q: How is it the same?
2.3.2.1. Still should have a respectful attitude, be ready to listen rather than lecture God on what He ought to do (ever do that?)

2.4. Watch Your Mouth! (1b-3)
2.4.1. (1b) - (NLT) – “As you enter the house of God, keep your ears open and your mouth shut!”
2.4.2. “The most important thing in communication is to hear what isn't being said!”
2.4.3. (2) – “…your heart” - “Your mouth only speaks what your heart leaks!”
2.4.3.1. John Bunyan said, “In prayer it is better to have a heart without words than words without heart.”
2.4.4. (2b) “God is in heaven & you on earth” – Like going to the bosses office. (He says remember what side of the desk your on)

2.4.4.1. But He’s my Daddy! – And your Daddy can show love & command respect at the same time!
2.4.5. (2c) “let your words be few” - 
2.4.6. (3) - Never use a gallon of words to express a spoonful of thought!
2.4.7. D.L. Moody  said, “A man who prays much in private will make short prayers in public.”
2.4.8. He also said, “Some men's prayers need to be cut short at both ends and set on fire in the middle.”
2.4.9. He isn’t saying you can’t pray long prayers, He’s really rebuking those who practice being wordy, those who babble relentlessly.  
2.4.9.1. Q: Didn’t Jesus warn of this in the N.T.? 
2.4.9.2. Mt.6:7,8 “"And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. "Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.”

2.4.9.3. Spurgeon – “It is no the length of our prayers, but the strength of them, that makes the difference!”

2.4.9.4. Your mouth is like a birdcage. The more you keep it shut, the less chance of the little birdie flying out!
2.5. Watch Your Promises! (4-6)
2.6. Definitions: 
2.6.1. Oath - “A solemn declaration invoking God as a witness to statements & promises, inviting Him to punish anything false.”
2.6.2. Vows – “Vows to God are the devotional equivalent of oaths, & must be treated w/equal seriousness. 
2.6.3. Honest Speech – God requires us to take His word seriously, & our own as well!
2.6.4. Deut. 23:21-23 “"When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay to pay it; for the LORD your God will surely require it of you, and it would be sin to you. "But if you abstain from vowing, it shall not be sin to you. "That which has gone from your lips you shall keep and perform, for you voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God what you have promised with your mouth.”

2.6.5. Read Mt.5:33-37.

2.6.6. Q: So, what about in court? Is it ever right to Vow?
2.6.6.1. Jesus was placed under an oath & did not hesitate! 
(Mt. 26:63,64 “But Jesus kept silent. And the high priest answered and said to Him, "I put You under oath by the living God: Tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God!" Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven.)
2.6.6.2. Oaths are needed in certain situations (like courts) only because we live in a sinful society that breeds distrust.

2.6.7. Don’t attempt to bribe God w/vows.
2.6.7.1. “God if I get well I’ll move to Africa w/Wes!”
2.6.8. Delay to pay & hope it goes away!
2.6.8.1. This includes Marriage Vows; vows to pay your monthly bills, employee commitments. 

2.6.9. “Pay whatever you vowed!”
2.6.9.1. Ananias & Sapphira – It would have been better had they never vowed at all, or to have promised only part, then to vow & not pay. (“was it not in your control?”)

2.7. Watch Your Reverence! (7)
2.7.1. Our 1st order of business is to Fear God!
2.7.1.1. See Solomon’s conclusion in 12:13.
2.7.2. MacArthurs definition: Having the fear of the Lord means “holding God in such Awe that you are wholeheartedly motivated to pursue His holiness & His service.“
2.7.2.1. Prov 9:10 "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,”
2.7.2.2. Acts 9:31 “Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.”
2.7.2.3. 1 Cor. 7:1 “Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.”

3. DON’T ROB OTHERS!  (8,9)
3.1. (8) Of course the highest Tribunal, watching over all high officials, …is God!
3.2. (9) Good government by a delegated officer is a great blessing to any country. (oh, the millennium!) 

4. DON’T ROB YOURSELF!  (10-17)
4.1. REGARDING WEALTH! 
4.2. (10) Does Wealth Bring Satisfaction?
4.2.1. Human desires outweighs what we can acquire!
4.2.2. The great Roman Marcus Aurelius said, "The true worth of a man is to be measured by the objects he pursues."
4.2.3. There is a familiar story about Atalanta in Greek mythology. She agreed to marry the man who could beat her in a footrace, but those who lost must die. Hippomenes agreed to the contest. He first secured three golden apples that he dropped one by one as he ran. Atalanta could not resist the temptation to stop and pick them up, and thus she lost the race.

4.3. (11) Does Wealth Solve Every Problem?
4.3.1. When wealth increases so does freeloaders & thieves!
4.3.2. An increase of wealth demands an increase of staff to manage it.
4.4. (12) Does Wealth Bring Rest?
4.4.1. Labor brings sleep, Wealth brings sleeplessness!
4.4.2. W/Greed you lose sleep – w/Contentment you receive rest!
4.4.3. 1 Tim.6:6-10 “Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.”
4.4.4. Life’s balance! – Prov.30:7-9
4.5. (13-17) Does Wealth Provide Security?
4.5.1. (13) Wealth Hoarded! 
4.5.2. (NIV) “Wealth hoarded to the harm of its owner.”
4.5.2.1. The purpose of the church, financially, is not to accumulate as much money as possible but to give away as much as possible!
4.5.3. (14) Wealth Lost!
4.5.3.1. Possession is so uncertain – whether by bad business, or accident,…“you can lose it all!”
4.5.4. (15) “Can’t take it w/you! – But you can send it ahead!”
4.5.4.1. Q: Like what? – (Good works, soul winning, your character)
4.5.4.2. Crowns: 
4.5.4.2.1. “we are laborers together not for salvation but for rewards)
4.5.4.2.2. 1 Cor.3:8,9 “Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we are God's fellow workers.”
4.5.4.3. “Crown of Life” (endure temptation/James 1:12 “Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”)
4.5.4.4. “Crown Incorruptible” (Running the race/1 cor.9:24-27 “Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it. And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats the air. But I discipline”)
4.5.4.5. “Crown of rejoicing” (Soul winning/1 Thes.2:19,20 “For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming? For you are our glory and joy”), 
4.5.4.6. “Crown of Righteousness” (looking for His appearing/2 Tim.4:8 “Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.”)
4.5.4.7. “Crown of Glory” (given to elders/pastors/1 Pet.5:2-4 “Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.”)

4.5.5. (17) “eat in darkness” – darkness symbolizing his misery.
4.5.5.1. See what this man’s wealth cost him - sorrow, sickness, & anger.

5. CONCLUSION! (18-20)
5.1. Note wealth is good as long as it is seen as: 
[1] A God given portion (18) [2] And, a Gift from God (19). 
5.2. (20) A joyful heart is the key to anyone’s life!
