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Ecclesiastes 6






      6-17-99

“2 More Dead Ends!”
1. Intro:
1.1. Some see life as futile as: “Watering a Post!” – “Singing to a dead horse!” – or, “Carrying water in a sieve”(siv – strainer)!
1.1.1. For life to truly be satisfying it has to make sense!
1.1.2. When it doesn’t make sense we get frustrated.
1.1.3. If people can’t see purpose in life, they start to question God & even wonder “is life worth while”?
1.2. Cherry Flats – 1st trip. A 3-proged fork in the road. Late, dark, tired. We took #1 dead end. We took #2 dead end. Finally #3 did it. 
1.2.1. Life is a dead end street for 2 kinds of people: [1] Wealth but can’t enjoy it! [2] Work hard w/no Satisfaction!
1.2.2. Maybe this is about you tonight? Maybe this is about a friend you know you can share this with.
1.3. Solomon again will argue his point by pressing people to see what a “life under the sun” philosophy of life leads to.
1.4. Secular man is on a treadmill!
1.4.1. He works to fulfill his physical need & desires – yet however well fed…hunger returns; yet however well supplied of drink…thirst returns!
1.4.2. Generation after Generation jumps on the treadmill of life. Some walking, others running, day after day in endless repetition until their few & meaningless days are over! (futility, how hollow)
1.4.3. Q: What is the meaning of life to the secular man? 
1.5. “Don’t judge a book by its cover!” – (That’s hard not to do)
1.5.1. Don’t get confused about the true state of others affairs, looking merely on their outward welfare.
1.5.2. A neighbor can possess all these things, & yet be very broken, dissatisfied, & an unhappy person.
1.6. Outline: [1] Wealth w/o Enjoyment! [2] Work w/o Satisfaction! [3] Questions w/o Explanations!

2. WEALTH WITHOUT ENJOYMENT! (1-6)
2.1. Contrast last weeks(5:18-20) w/12:1,2.
2.1.1. Polar opposites – living life as a “gift from God” vs. “under the sun”!
2.1.2. Q: What is Gods role in riches, wealth, & honor in mans lives?
2.1.3. Q: How does your view of “possessions as a Gift from God” change your attitude toward them?
2.2. (2a) What a tragedy to have all the resources for a satisfying life…& not be able to enjoy it.
2.2.1. There is a basic principle here, “Nobody can Truly enjoy the gifts of God apart from the God who gives the gifts!”
2.2.1.1. To enjoy the gift w/o the giver is pure idolatry! 
2.2.2. Wiersbe said, “Enjoyment w/o God is merely entertainment, & it doesn’t satisfy!” - “Enjoyment w/God is Enrichment, & it brings true Joy & satisfaction!”
2.3. (2b) Q: Why might not he have “the power to eat of it(i.e. enjoy it)”?
2.3.1. Trouble in the home? – Prov.15:16,17 “Better is a little with the fear of the LORD, Than great treasure with trouble. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, Than a fatted calf with hatred. – Prov.17:1 “Better is a dry morsel with quietness, Than a house full of feasting with strife.”

2.3.2. Illness or death? - Lk.12:20 "But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?”
2.3.2.1. Martin Luther observed, “ Marriage is most suitable between equals. An old man and a young girl do not fit well together. But, of course, in such a case riches can do something. A certain old man who had become engaged, boastfully showed all his wealth to his fiancée. An agreeable servant always remarked: "My dear young lady, he has much more of this." Finally, when a coughing spell plagued the old man, the servant also said: "He has much more of this. "


2.4. (2c) “But a foreigner consumes it” - 
2.4.1. He has no heir, so a stranger acquires the estate & enjoys it.
2.4.2. We have a legal process that kicks in when no legal heirs or claimants exist called “es-cheat”, giving the property over to the government!
2.4.2.1. Quote Dean Blackwelder -  “That's because the government "es cheating" you out of all your stuff.”
2.5. Lessons: 
2.5.1. [1] Enjoy the blessings of God now & thank Him for all of them! 
2.5.2. [2] Don’t plan to live, start living now! 
2.5.3. [3] Be satisfied w/what He gives you & use it all for His glory.
2.6. Questions: 
2.6.1. [1]Many children & long life were considered the greatest blessings in the O.T.
2.6.1.1. Q: What does our society define as “the good life”?
2.6.1.2. Q: How does Scripture define “the good life”? (1 Pet.3:10-12)
2.7. (3-6) Obvious exaggerations! – 100 children(3), 1000 x 2 years old(6)(a double Methuselah life).
2.7.1. The point? No matter how much you possess, if you don’t possess the power to enjoy it, you might as well have not been born.
2.7.2. This man has “abundant resource & a large family”(both to an O.T. Jew were marks of God’s special favor). 
2.7.2.1. But his family doesn’t love him “he has no burial” (he was not lamented)
2.7.2.2. Jer. 22:18,19 “Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah: "They shall not lament for him, Saying, 'Alas, my brother!' or 'Alas, my sister!' They shall not lament for him, Saying, 'Alas, master!' or 'Alas, his glory!' He shall be buried with the burial of a donkey, Dragged and cast out beyond the gates of Jerusalem.”

2.8. (4) - “Among the Jews the stillborn child wasn’t given a name.”

2.8.1. So, it wouldn’t be remembered. (the thought? to help the parents get over their grief faster)’ 

2.8.2. His point? The child at least has rest! – He doesn’t have to endure the conflicts of life!
2.8.2.1. The stillborn is free from all suffering of the joyless rich man & has more rest than he does. 
2.9. (6) – No matter how long it takes to get there(2000 years or 2000 seconds after conception) the destination(the grave) is the same!


3. WORK WITHOUT SATISFACTION! (7-9)
3.1. It is neither wrong to work or eat, but when our life consists only in working or eating then we are controlled by our appetites, which puts us on par w/the animal’s on Discovery chanel(video series, “Prey & Predators”).
3.2. “The search for self-fulfillment is endless, and endlessly frustrating.”

3.2.1. “The quest for self-love is endless. By the time you have finally learned to love yourself, you'll find yourself playing golf at Leisure World.”
3.3. As far as nature is concerned, self-preservation may be the 1st law of life. As far as being a new creation self-preservation may well be the 1st law of death (Mrk. 8:35 “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save it.”)

3.4. (8) Both questions in vs.8 are answered w/“nothing”! 
3.5. (9) (NIV) “Better what the eye sees than the roving of the appetite.”
3.5.1. Like the familiar saying, “A bird in the hand is worth more than 2 in the bush!”
3.5.2. The Greek Biographer Plutarch (46-120) wrote “He is a fool who lets slip a bird in the hand for a bird in the bush.”
3.5.2.1. Our Yellow Lab – 2 raquetballs (throw one & then throw a 2nd on the way back)
3.5.3. It’s much better to have a little…& really enjoy it, than to dream about much & never attain it!
3.5.4. “Dreams have a way of becoming nightmares if we don’t come to grips w/reality.” (www)

4. QUESTIONS WITHOUT EXPLANATION! (10-12)
4.1. (10) The reason riches fail to yield happiness rests on the unalterable ordinance of God!

4.1.1. You can wish to debate this matter w/God(like Job did) but God is altogether Greater!
4.1.1.1. Rom.9:20 “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed it, "Why have you made me like this?"
4.1.2. Remember though God’s will for us isn’t difficult or painful but is food that nourishes & satisfies!
4.1.2.1. Jn.4:34 “Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His work.”
4.2. (11) (NIV) “The more the words, the less the meaning, and how does that profit anyone?”
4.2.1. There are times the more we discuss a subject, the less we really understand it.  
4.3. (12) 2 questions:
4.4. [1] Who knows what is good for us? - God does! And wise is the one who listens to what he has to say!
4.5. [2] Who knows the future for us? – No one except God!
4.5.1. 2 Good questions for non believers!


5. Wrap up:
5.1. Solomon is slamming every door...except the door of faith!
5.2. Seek to know God – Be content w/such gifts as He gives us – Receive the accompanying gift of enjoyment from His hands. 
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