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Ecclesiastes 7.1-14




      6-24-99

“More Better!”

1. Intro:
1.1. What’s your view on suffering, pain, sorrow, adversity, or hardships?
1.1.1. Some seek to escape it. Others to despise it. We need to find the “value” of it.
1.1.2. Q: We learn more about God during difficult times or during happy times? 
1.1.3. Q: Do you try to avoid sorrow & suffering at all costs?
1.2. Suffering & adversity are not nec. signs of Gods disfavor! In fact, adversity is often a greater good than prosperity!
1.3. Eccl. 6:12 asks, “What is good?”
1.3.1. “It is a hook on which a string of Proverbs are hung.”(Kaiser)
1.3.2. Note: “Good”(1,11,18,20) & “better”(1,2,3,5,8,10).
1.3.3. Let’s remember, “the “better” life involves some “bitter” things!
1.3.3.1. But, the bitter things can make life Better!


2. BETTER! (1-4)
2.1. Solomon uses various proverbs w/similar sounding words(Hebrew).
2.1.1. A figure of speech called paronomasia(pun/play on words).
2.1.2. (1) Name=shem – Perfume=shemen
2.1.3. (5,6) Song=Shir – Pot=sir – Thorns=sirim.
2.1.3.1. (eg) “as the noise of nettles under the kettle.”

2.2. (1) A Good Name is better than expensive perfume!
2.2.1. “A good name (reputation) is a fragrance that reaches far beyond its owner best perfume!”
2.2.2. A good name? - Catherine the Great of Russia was not Russian, not named Catherine, and not a very great ruler. She was a minor German princess named Sophie, married to an incompetent German prince, Peter of Holstein. At first, she shared the power with her husband, but his son took it from him and some think Catherine had the son killed. At any rate, she came to power and exercised it so unwisely, she set in motion conditions that led eventually to a revolution 150 years later.

2.3. (1) Your Death day is better than your Birthday!
2.3.1. If you have a good name, your death will be better than your birth “because nothing will be able to hurt your name.”
2.3.2. On the day of your birth you were given a name. On the day of your death, that name will be either putrid or fragrant, depending on how you lived! {How do you smell today?}
2.3.2.1. We all will have on our tombstone, “2 date’s & a dash in between”. It’s the dash that matters! 
2.3.2.2. What does your name mean? Are you living up to its meaning?
2.3.2.2.1. Mahlon & Chilion = Sickly & Pining!
2.4. (2) Funerals are better than Feasts!
2.4.1. Solomon isn’t getting morbid on us, he’s not saying let’s go hang out at the funeral home over on Washington. 
2.4.1.1. He answers why he makes this statement after the word “for”. 
2.4.2. The most positive side of doing memorial services is that I believe God gets “most everyone’s” undivided attention regarding life & death!
2.4.2.1. Most people don’t even think about death. 
2.4.2.2. But that is helpful…why? – It reminds us there is still time to change; time to examine; time to confess; time to forgive; & time to plan ahead!
2.4.3. Jesus said, “Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.”
2.5. (3,4) Sorrow is better than laughter!
2.5.1. Sorrow can teach us lessons that will not be learned any other way!
2.5.2. (3b) The wizard in The Wizard of Oz says to the Tin Man, 
"Hearts will never be practical until they are made unbreakable." 
2.5.2.1. We know that quite the opposite is true. It is the fact that hearts are fragile that makes them practical. 

2.5.3. In sorrow, If only we can remember these 2 things: [1] there is a lesson to be learned [2] & a work to be accomplished!
2.5.3.1. Q: What might be some of those lessons? (patience, longsuffering)

3. FOOLISH FLATTERY! (5,6)
3.1. (5,6) Better a Righteous Rebuke than Foolish Flattery!
3.1.1. Don’t you hate when you know wen someone is simply trying to flatter you & you know they don’t mean it?
3.1.1.1. Would you rather feel good or know the truth?
3.1.1.2. Prov.27:6 “Faithful are the wounds of a friend, But the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.”
3.1.2. “It is better to face honest criticism than to wallow in the compliments of fools!” (L.A.B.)

4. THE “LONG HAUL”, OR THE “SHORT CUT”? (7-10)
4.1. (7) Extortion!
4.1.1. “Easy routes” often become “expensive detours”!
4.1.2. “Bribery appears to be a quick way to get things done, but it only turns a wise man into a fool & encourages the corruption already in the heart. - Far better that we wait patiently(8) & humbly(8) for God to work out His will, than that we get angry & demand our own way(9)”.

4.1.2.1. Joseph began as a slave but ended up a sovereign!
4.1.2.2. God saves “the best wine for last” – Satan usually starts with “the best” as bait, then pretty soon has victim caught in his snare. 

4.1.3. They say “money talks” – how much can you be bought for? 
4.1.3.1. Bribes are givn to hurt those who tell the truth & help those who oppose it.
4.1.3.2. Some say everyone has a price, but those who are truly wise cannot be bought at any price!
4.2. (8b) “Patience” - Hudson Taylor said, “As a rule, prayer is answered and funds come in, but if we are kept waiting, the spiritual blessing that is the outcome is far more precious than exemption from the trial.”


4.2.1. “Be patient!” - My mother knew a boy who was promised a watch if he would be on time for school and church for a given length of time. Upon completion, the boy wanted his watch. With money tight, his parents said it would take awhile to purchase the watch. Each day, the boy asked about his reward, until finally the father told the boy that if he mentioned "watch" one more time, he wouldn't get one. Each night before supper, the family repeated a Bible verse before asking the blessing. When it came the boy's turn to select the verse, he chose Mark 13:37--"And what I say unto you, I say unto all--Watch."

4.2.2. John Yachlich – gave me some weed killer to spray on my back hill.
4.2.2.1. I thought “more was better” if a little weed killer killed the weeds in about a week I thought more weed killer would kill them in a couple days…& it did…but only on the surface (It only burnt the top & didn’t drink it down to the roots). 
4.2.2.2. Moral of the story – No patience worked into waiting a month for them to all grow back to be able to spray again. 

4.3. (9) Caution of anger resting deep down inside - The Arizona Republic (4/25/95) reported that when Steve Tran of Westminster, California, closed the door on 25 activated bug bombs, he thought he had seen the last of the cockroaches that shared his apartment. When the spray reached the pilot light of the stove, it ignited, blasting his screen door across the street, breaking all his windows, and setting his furniture ablaze. "I really wanted to kill all of them," he said. "I thought if I used a lot more, it would last longer." According to the label, just two canisters of the fumigant would have solved Tran's roach problem. The blast caused over $10,000 damage to his apartment building. And the cockroaches? Tran reported, "By Sunday, I saw them walking around."

4.4. (10) Oh, the Good ol’ days!”
4.4.1. It has been said, “the good old days are the combination of a bad memory & a good imagination!”
4.4.2. Don’t live in the past, decide to live for today!

5. WISDOM & MONEY! (11-12)
5.1. (11) Wisdom is better than a generous inheritance. 
5.1.1. Money can lose its value, true wisdom keeps its value! 
5.1.2. Example: a person who has money w/no wisdom will only waste his fortune! – The person who has wisdom will know how to get & use money!

5.2. (12) Wisdom is like a “shelter”(see defense/shadow)
5.2.1. It gives greater protection than money!

6. ADVERSITY & PROSPERITY! (13-14)
6.1. (13) Providence!
6.1.1. An ol’ preacher said, “Learn to cooperate with the inevitable!” 
6.1.2. (NLT) “Notice the way God does things; then fall into line.”
6.1.3. “Even when it’s twisted & ugly?”…Even then!
6.1.4. Read Job’s response to Zophar – Job 12:13-25
6.2. (14) Adversity & Propserity are appointed by God!
6.2.1. When prospering – be thankful & rejoice.
6.2.2. When in adversity – consider the goodness of God & the comprehensiveness of his plan for you.
6.2.3. He knows exactly how much & how long is best!
6.2.3.1. Paul learned, “how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.”(Phil.4:12)
6.2.3.2. We need to learn how to profit from Pain & Pleasure!
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